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Nigeria has been a producer of oil since its discovery in 1907 by the Nigerian Bitumen Corporation (Frynas 1999). Therefore, compared to a lot its oil producing competitors, Nigeria’s standing in the oil producing field is relatively young. Thus, it is very important to bear in mind that, Nigeria will be coming into this conference with not only an open mind but with the innate confidence that in the long term, it will possibly be at the head of the world’s largest economic driver, Africa. This is because Africa has the the most youthful population, quickest growing workforce and the most rapidly expanding workforce in the world (HuffPost, 2018). As things stand, Nigeria can count the United states, the European Union, the OPEC nations and China as allies going into this conference. In this strategy outline essay, I shall seek to address what our goal in the meeting will be, how we would respond to a rapid increase in the price of oil, what we want to achieve at this gathering and what actions we might not want competitors to do when it comes to achieving our aims.
To begin, I shall seek to briefly amplify on our relations with member states and whether Nigeria will or will not be weary of them from the onset of the conference. Russia, as things stand, can be deemed as opponents for Nigeria at this conference. This is because of both countries' low diplomatic interactions. Additionally, Russia is an oil producing competitor and as a result competes with Nigeria for market share in the oil producing sector. Nigeria’s and Russia’s low diplomatic relations are amplified as they only share a document that declares friendly relations, signed in 2001, before the now incumbent Putin administration (Президент России, 2018). If Nigeria were to to need Russian cooperation at the conference, Nigeria would seek to mention just how well OPEC-Russian relations are and if Russia would want to damage relations with an organization, which Nigeria is a key player of, just because of a disagreement of policies with Nigeria. 
Regarding the OPEC nations, which include Saudi Arabia, Iran and Iraq, Nigeria does not share significant trading relations with you as all parties involved are heavily export dependent of their resources and as a result have no need to create significant diplomatic ties. However, having membership of the organization has aided Nigeria in not only it’s know-how of developing its oil but have created programmes to aid in the political and economic stability of the country. This is seen as the OPEC Fund for International Development in 1976, sought to aid the more poorer nation states from economic plight, this action was thought to be development initiative aimed at countries like Nigeria. Additionally, the stabilizing of crude oil prices in the early 2000s was as a result of OPEC’s groundbreaking price band mechanism, which can be said to have aided Nigeria which was suffering from price volatility in the market (Opec.org, 2018). If OPEC nations were to need to be persuaded, Nigeria would seek to allude to over 40 years of partnership with OPEC and how all those years shouldn’t be drawn down the drain because of some petty dispute in a one-off conference.
With the United States, Nigeria sees very much as an ally and a very important partner at this conference. The two countries have formed ever closer diplomatic relations with each other, since Nigeria’s independence in 1960 and Nigeria being the USA’s highest producer of oil that it consumes in Africa, with Nigeria contributing over 11% of the USA’s oil intake (U.S. Department of State, 2018). Nigeria’s pro-American outlook is even more amplified as a Global opinion survey indicated that over 69% of Nigerians view the US’ influence favorably (Pew Research Center's Global Attitudes Project, 2018). However, with Donald Trump’s recent election and his campaign pledges to make the USA a more export dependent country, Nigeria’s sale of oil to the USA could become under threat (&rarr;, 2018).
Regarding China, Nigeria is ever increasingly developing closer ties with China. China is considered one of Nigeria’s key strategic and trading exporting partners. This is seen as Nigeria’s oil & gas is seen as a key driver in China’s continuing rapid economic growth and we are looking to the People’s Republic for economic growth (News.bbc.co.uk, 2018). If Nigeria were to need China Cooperation at the conference, Nigeria could easily use its influential sway among the OPEC nations to go against China if they were not to cooperate with China.
To conclude, at the end of this meeting Nigeria would want to achieve significant diplomatic and trading influence over whatever the final resolution might be. We will this by taking the lead in outlining our key long-term strategic position, in regards to Africa’s ever increasing economic & political growth. If our plans are not heeded to, we will seek to enact scare mongering tactics that could include our influence over OPEC, Our influence over the United States and other African economically promising Countries.
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