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The bible explains the story of Abraham and the known patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who mostly lived in the early 2nd millennium BCE, and were known to be from the great Mesopotamia town in Harran, belonging to the Hurrian people of Mitanni. From this kingdom, Abraham, who was the founding father of the Hebrew community and its inhabitants, was known to have been moved from Cannan, which is described as a rough and infertile land in modern Lebanon and Israel.[footnoteRef:1] From Cannan, the Hebrew ancestors of the Israelites who mostly needed after the patriarchs who were Jacob moved to Egypt where they settled for some time, a few groups later went back to occupy the other part of Cannan. [1:  Bennett, J. 2021] 

 The patriarchs are seen as the objects from God, that He intends to use as His vessels, and also illustrated His blessings and protection. Their response to God is to be obedient and loyal to him, through his word and believing in him. This is depicted from the instance where religious beliefs and practices are aimed at instilling people with hope and, in return, people show gratitude to God through offering sacrifices, vows, and prayers at the altar. Among the Israelites, there was the act of circumcision that was regarded as special and distinctive action of the cult community.[footnoteRef:2] There was also the doctrine and the belief in God’s faith about the promised land and the good things that come alongside it. Regardless of the existence of other covenants like the mosaic and the sinaic, the patriarchal covenant was unique; it was shaped through royal help to the best-chosen individuals and had no obligations like conditions that determined the people’s happiness. Therefore, these religions were different in the Israelites’ religion, which had the role of preparing the way for the expected one using its familial basis, the personal call it insisted on, and its response of loyalty and obedience that is portrayed to the expected one. [2:  [4] different people wonder why Genesis is reticent regarding the religious acts of the patriarchs but other scriptures are subject to replete with cultic details (Exodus. 19-40; Numbers and Deuteronomy: 12-18).] 


ABRAHAM – Hebrew Patriarch
Abraham was among the first of the Hebrew patriarchs, and was respected by three of the known monotheistic religions: Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. From the biblical view, Abraham was chosen and called by God and ordered to leave his country and people and embark on a journey to a far country where he became the father of many nations. The Bible indicates Abraham grew up in Ur of the Chaldeans. However, most scholars claim that Ur Kassim was formerly the Sumerian town of Ur, currently known as Tall al-Mughair, which is roughly 300km southwest in the lower part of Mesopotamia. Abraham lived in Harran and later moved and settled in Hebron in Canaan. The bible indicates that after Abraham went and settled down with his wife, Sarah[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Barnes, A.] 

At this stage, Abraham was 75 years old and childless, but God had promised him a child, and that his seed would inherit the land, which would later become a great nation. Abraham later sired a child with his maidservant, Hagar, and named him Ishmael.. Abraham, after reaching 100 years of age, bore a son with his wife Sarah and called him Isaac. Abraham is best known because of his faith. Abraham was well known for his faith in God for a long time. As the book of Genesis states, Abraham follows all the commands of God unquestionably and also follows his orders to the letter.[footnoteRef:4] This is evident after God wanted to test his faith and commanded him to sacrifice his son Isaac. Abraham thereafter demonstrated his faith by accepting to sacrifice his son but God provided a ram. Back in Mesopotamia, his family was used to worshipping the other gods but after they moved to Cannan, they adopted the God that the Canaanites worshipped who became Abrahams close and personal to his family and himself thus “God The Most High” thus he was named the first monotheist according to tradition.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Lurie, Z. 2020]  [5:  Pigott, S.M. 2018] 


The Biblical Account 
God called Abraham to serve him in faith as the Bible indicates in Genesis chapter 12. Abraham was commanded to leave his territory of faithfulness and follow God's call thus it's known that he was not close with his extended family and other relatives who stayed in Mesopotamia. His relatives are known to attempt to build the famous Babel tower as seen in the comparison with Noah’s other descendants in chapter 11 as explained below.
First, Abraham put trust in his God for guidance, and rather than trusting in his ways for in his life but the people who built the tower believed in their own strength and their skills thus planned on building a tower that reached heavens. They believed that this would provide security against the unseen God's authority. [footnoteRef:6]. [6:  Birnbaum, E. and Dillon, J. 2020] 

Second, Abraham trusted God’s promise that his name will be made great, while the people who built the tower sought to make a name for themselves. It is said that God did not make Abraham so famous for his good but for all the families of the earth to be blessed through him. The people who were building the tower seemed to be famous for themselves but they remained distinct on that day’.
Third, Abraham was ready to go everywhere that God sent him, but the builders tried to stay together in their preferred space. They developed their project since they feared that they could be scattered on the earth. They also hated God for his need to fill the earth. They were also afraid of dispersing to other parts of the earth that were hostile since they believed that they were technologically innovative and creative by themselves therefore, they were not ready to acknowledge God’s purpose for creation and multiplication. They feared engaging in the purpose of creation. 
Comparing these scenarios Abraham was considered as the original entrepreneur made by God since he was always on the move in search of fresh endeavors. God called Abraham when he was away from his hometown and this meant that he would never settle at one point. This made him be called the “wandering Aramean”. His way of living was seen to be God-centered, since Abraham always depended on God’s words and guidance in his leadership so that he could find security and success in his doings. According to Hebrews 11:8, he had to move out. Abraham was eager to allow God to show him the way in all his endeavors. He was also full of patience and took the time to evaluate his views. This was because the promises that God gave Abraham were to be fulfilled with his offspring and not with Abraham himself. Generally, God had promised Abraham good relationships, fame, and fruitfulness, which means that the whole of his family would become a blessing to the world, and be blessed beyond reasonable doubts. Abraham was wise enough to realise that doing all the things on his strength would not bear many fruits. Therefore, he believed and depended on God for guidance and provision in his daily actions. Almost all the promises that God gave Abraham were not fulfilled by the end of genesis but they helped to initiate and strengthen Abraham's covenant between God and his people through which the world would be redeemed to completion when the day of Christ would come.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  de Bruin, T. 2019] 

God promised Abraham and his family that he would give them new land. Making use of land needs different kinds of work to be done, therefore, this means that working is of essence to God. Utilising the land would need special skills of military protection, and the goods and services from this land. This means that the descendants of Abraham would be populous and occupy the land which means that they would be very many just like the stars in the sky. This would need the development of diplomacy, administration, social healing, and education. To bring such blessings to his people, God summoned Abraham and his descendants and told them to “walk before me, and be blameless”. All this needed so much attention since it would be hard to attain if they did not worship, engage in discipleship, and other holy activities that focused on the accomplishment of God’s plan. From Joseph, we learn that work is created and a solution results which solves a situation for instance famine. All these types of work and the workers that undertake them are provided and guided by God working with his authority.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Brondz, I. 2020] 

From the above accounts, the figure of the patriarch is illustrated wholly by Abraham. This is evident in how he behaved and the explanation behind it. Abraham swears to lord God the Highest which means both Yahweh and EL(Elyon) most of the scholars believe that according to the revelation of Yahweh to man, the Bible presents different accounts of the traditions. There are sources by the scholars known as the Yahwistic sources as presented in the Pentateuch books in the bible. However, Yahweh had been in existence since the creation time whom Adams time. According to the priestly sources, this Yahweh name was only shown to mosses thus most of them concluded that El could be the God whom most of the patriarchs knew, including Abraham.

Masquerade in Egypt
Canaan was attacked by the famine, which forced Abraham to move with his family to Egypt in search of rescue and relief. This made Abraham settle in Egypt and, since he was older than Sarah, he feared that the Egyptians would fancy her due to her beauty since she looked young therefore advised her to assume to be her sister so that he could be spared. Out of cowardice, they both pretended and entered Egypt. Abraham’s thoughts were true since after pharaoh’s officials saw Sarah, they praised her beauty to the ruler of Egypt and she was taken to king pharaoh in his palace. This saw Abraham benefits from king pharaoh since he was presented with many gifts which included servants and cattle as a form of showing gratitude. The bible states that God was not happy with the situation that Sarah and Abraham experienced. Soon, the pharaoh had his households were hit by plagues. Pharaoh learned that all these plagues were caused by Abraham and he demanded them to leave. Genesis recounts that Abraham moved out of Egypt and went to the Negev with his wife Sarah and Lot who followed him. Abraham has become very wealthy because he had many livestock, silver, and gold which king Pharaoh had given him.
Abraham returned to Cannan with his tribe where they lived and expanded more than before. This causes inter-tribal competition between Lots shepherd and Abraham because of the grazing fields for their cattle. According to genesis, there was inadequate space that could support both of them while they stayed together.[footnoteRef:9] Therefore, there arose quarreling between Lot’s herders and Abraham’s which caused both of them to part ways, and Abrahams selected the plain of Hebron where he could live whereas Lots selected the plain of Sodom which later became a bad choice for him and his family.  [9:  Cannon, A.] 


Infertility
One of the best known stories of Abraham involves his wife Sarah and her inability to bear a child. This issue was a major challenge that affected the family. Lack of a child and barrenness in patriarchal times was seen as a shame unto the woman, and considered a result of her hidden sin. Conversely, having many children was seen as a blessing and a source of security, since they guarded the homesteads, provided protection, and cared for the elderly. This is explained by the lamentation of Abraham to God, where he questions God, asking him what he would offer to him since he has no child and who would be left behind to rule over Damascus. Abraham thought that, since he had no child, one of his servants was supposed to take over as his heir after his demise. Then God answered to Abraham saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward". This gave him hope and patient to wait upon God to fulfill his promise.[footnoteRef:10] However, Sarah was not patient enough and she was in dire need of a child, so she ordered Abraham to bear a child with their Egyptian slave whose child Sarah would raise to be her own. However, this action does not seem right and is against the modern sensibilities for exploitation and cruel activities since any relationship between slaves and their masters was not a normal event which meant that Hagar had few rights hence had no option but to accept.[footnoteRef:11] [10:  Duffis Gordon, D.M. 2018]  [11:  Singer, J. 2021] 


Covenant of Circumcision
As years passed by, genesis states that God increased the degree of the covenants that he made with Abraham, promising him greatness if he promised to walk with him and be blameless and Abraham will have many descendants. Abraham was to experience a cut through circumcision, which would be a sign to strengthen the covenant that he had made with God and was told to circumcise every male who is eight years old including the ones born amongst his people and others who were bought and brought into his household. This agreement was made to Abraham and his national community which would show a physical form of appreciation and also expresses love for one another. If Abraham and his people obeyed the covenant that they had kept with God, he would bless the whole nation just like he would bless Abraham and Sarah with a child of their own. Later, God fulfilled the promise that he had given to Abraham and offered him a child called Isaac despite his insecurity.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Faraoanu, I. 2018] 


The Epigraphical & Archeological Evidence for the Patriarch Abraham
There exists very limited archeological evidence that relates to the existence of patriarch Abraham. Abraham lived a nomadic life, since he did not settle at one point. Therefore, there must be some trails that he left behind, including some structures that they used to build for shelter or the religious artifact that could indicate their existence. Therefore, archeologists confirm the existence of a city complex close to the ancient Ur city, in southern Iraq, that was believed to have been there during Abraham's journey. This is referenced in the Tablets of Ebla that may indicate a monotheistic understanding of God regardless of the existence of polytheism during the 20th century. Several clay tablets are found in Mari which is currently known as Syria which includes the terms that are found in the biblical story of Abraham.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Whitby, M. 2020] 


Conclusion and Criticism
The patriarch’s responses to the revelation were in the form of traditional doings such as sacrifices, tithes and vows, and libations. These showed patriarchs like Abraham were men of faith who believed in God for guidance and spiritual nourishment through obeying the commandments and trusting in His promises. The kind of religion that is portrayed in the book of genesis has many common points that were later used by the Israelites. However, this does not mean that the patriarchal stories are just reflections of the first-millennium ideologies into the past. Sacrifice, prayer, and revelations were among the representation of Christianity, but some patriarchal aspects are different from the later practices, which means that the religion was not necessarily invented in the first millenniums.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Gerstenberger, E.S. 2021] 

Therefore, there are some critics between the religions of the patriarchs and the later religious practices performed by the Israelites. For example, there use of the word El other than Yahweh in the divine revelations. In Genesis, God revealed himself as El but from the mosaic period onwards, Yahweh was adopted to mean God. There was no existence of Baal in the time of the patriarchs but later the Baal doctrine was introduced regardless of the patriarch’s efforts in guiding the people towards the right path of faith in God.
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