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Introduction
What this report will be exploring is how gravestones have changed over time and how they also reflect our views towards death and loved ones, for example looking at the wording on the stones and how this has changed, or the type of stone used throughout different years.
The way I collected my data was through both physical books, the internet, and photographs that I took whilst visiting the graveyard during lectures. Combining all these methods together was really useful, as it allowed me to get different stances on gravestones and how they have changed, including scholar’s opinions and reports on how different churchyards allow gravestones to be displayed with a set of rules that people have to follow in order to have their stone displayed.
The information I decided to collect was the dates on the stones that I could read, the shape of the stones and how this varied throughout the years, the type of stone used, and possibly the style of engraving on the stone itself. There is evidence that our brain shields us from the thoughts of death by categorising it as an event that happens to other people, therefore protecting us from the thoughts.[footnoteRef:1] The reason why I am looking for these specific things is because of the way that humanity treats the idea of death as a concept and to show how the attitude has changed. [1:  https://www.theguardian.com/science/2019/oct/19/doubting-death-how-our-brains-shield-us-from-mortal-truth
] 

What we can learn from doing this is the social customs of individuals and communities, how the social customs have changed over time, and the architecture of different times.[footnoteRef:2]
 [2:  http://centreforconservation.co.za/degrees/history-museum-work/learning-from-the-graveyard/#:~:text=Contrary%20to%20the%20mistaken%20belief,of%20urban%20space%3B%20and%20conservation.] 

Location and Brief History
The earliest records of this church date to 1291, with the church itself being built from 1868 to 1870, having been designed by Robert Jewell Withers.[footnoteRef:3] The church itself was built upon the foundations of the old church from 1291,[footnoteRef:4] and is based within Lampeter; it is noted for its stained glass windows (See Figure 1) most of them being memorials to world wars or to notable persons who helped design or build the church. In the lower part of the churchyard there are graves of poor people who would have lived at the nearby workhouse, and in the upper part of the churchyard there are graves dedicated to many Polish people who settled in the Lampeter area during or after the Second World War. The variety of gravestones scattered around the graveyard, along with the ones that I have sampled for my report, help to show the ways that designs and thoughts towards the dead have changed significantly through time, which is something I will be covering in my report. [3:  https://historypoints.org/index.php?page=st-peters-church-lampeter]  [4:  https://historypoints.org/index.php?page=st-peters-church-lampeter] 

[image: lampeter_stained_glass_window_wilhelmina_geddes] 
(Figure 1: The large west window courtesy of the Irish artist Wilhelmina Geddes (1887-1955), she was one of the most foremost stained-glass artists of her time.)

Method
I decided to collect my data by both writing down information physically and taking photographs of the stones I decided I wanted to look at in my report and poster. This would help me in the long-term, as I could change the information I gathered and come up with new ideas.
What I decided to look for in the graves I photographed was their shape, the type of stone that they were made from, and the details that were on them. I was also looking for any engravings on the stones themselves, or whether the stone was made to be shiny or matte, and what character this gives the stone overall when compared to the subject matter it holds. The height of gravestones is also an interesting topic, and I will be discussing this in relation to the rules and regulations of churchyards within Wales.
I took 10 pictures of the older graves and 10 of the newer graves to match against each other and see the variation. What I was comparing on the graves I chose was the way that the stone was made and the shape it had, compared to the older or newer graves, and then researching why it had changed like this over time.
Why I chose the specific graves in my report is because I wanted examples that looked the most different from each other so that I would have more things to compare and contrast against each stone.
Why I chose to collect this type of data was because I found it interesting how graves have changed over time and why people have moved away from more traditional practices of gravestone making to simpler, modern gravestones that barely have any character to them at all, save personal details that people choose to put on themselves. Throughout this report, what I will be trying to compare is how different the older gravestones are to our more modern gravestones of today and why they have seemingly stepped more away from the idea of death.


Data
What I have collected for this project is mostly photographs of the gravestones I intend to look at and compare, along with writings of things that I found interesting, such as dates and maybe some Welsh words if I saw them on the gravestone and wanted to find out the meaning later.
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Description automatically generated]The general trend that I noticed with all the gravestones that I looked at was that when comparing the older graves to the newer ones, the type of stone used and the height of the graves changed quite drastically from one side of the churchyard to the other. The type of stone, from the older graves, looks to be a mix of local slate, fieldstones or granite which was possibly easier to access and/or carve. The newer stones, however, are all made from the same material with some differences such as wooden crosses or no headstone at all. The modern headstones are made from a darker granite with more intricate carvings on, as they are more mass-produced now and are much easier to make than they were back in the 1900s for example, with people having to mine the stone themselves and carve it by hand.
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The multiple images above show two types of gravestones, the older ones on the top and the newer ones on the bottom. What I wanted to find out if I compared two tombstones like this was, simply, how different are they? How have they changed? You can see the different shape, stone and lettering and how that has changed significantly over time and with new ideas and machines.
Notice how the tombstones on the right have significantly less lettering on them than the stones on the left, could this be because people wanted simpler stones to remember people by or because they don’t want to write so much as it will cost them more? Also notice how the stone on the right is much smaller that on the left. Could this be because of time or because of resources or simply because of mass production and machinery making manufacturing tombstones a lot easier? The stone that is used for the graves on the right is a lot darker and seems more manufactured than the stones on the left, which seems more common and natural, possibly because it was mined by hand locally and then carved by artisans in the area.

Discussion
In this discussion, I will be interpreting my results based on what I have found during my work and data-collection.
The stones that I took pictures of varied in material and I was able to see the huge differences each picture showed me. The difference in the older graves was greater than that of the newer graves, as the industrialisation of gravestone making has become a lot easier in recent years and therefore experts are no longer needed to carve out the fine details on the stones, as it is all done by machinery.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://phillipsburgmemorial.com/2021/01/how-are-headstones-made/
] 

What I can interpret from my results is that the style of grave and what was put on it to show different personalities, even in death, helps to reveal the changes that our society has taken as a whole towards death, and the way we approach displaying it, even in places such as churchyards.
Early tombstone materials would have been typically carved from soapstone, sandstone, limestone, slate or locally available material.[footnoteRef:6] The Victorian era saw changes in attitudes towards death, with the cherub being introduced, (mention why cherub was important) and in 1800, marble and brownstone memorials were introduced.[footnoteRef:7] The shift in technology in recent years has made a significant change in the materials used for headstones, now being made from stronger materials. The most common types of stones today are flat headstones, upright headstones and crosses (including Celtic crosses).[footnoteRef:8] [6:  https://www.memorials.com/info/types-of-old-gravestones/]  [7:  https://www.memorials.com/info/types-of-old-gravestones/]  [8:  https://www.memorials.com/info/types-of-old-gravestones/
] 

The way that the stones are carved has changed as well, as nowadays there is far less variation on how the engravings look, as opposed to being carved by skilled artisans of the past. The information on gravestones has also changed through the years, as nowadays we tend to put quotes, poems or pictures on headstones.[footnoteRef:9] This signifies people wanting to hold onto the image of people they’ve lost for longer, rather than having to read about them or look through albums, as they can go directly to their headstone and look there. [9:  https://www.milanomonuments.com/blog/how-to-choose-the-best-memorial-photo-for-a-headstone#:~:text=Centuries%20ago%2C%20adding%20a%20photo,a%20connection%20to%20their%20relatives.
] 



Conclusion
What we can find from my report is that over time, gravestones such as the ones I have shown here, have changed due to many factors, including a step away from religion, and the industrialisation of the stone market. This includes personal or local reasons, such as the stone that was locally mined started being shipped from elsewhere and the carving was industrialised, 
Having looked at the graveyard and the stones within, it has been possible to look at the history of the place that specific people are buried or just want to learn about the area that the graveyard is located in, such as St Peter’s Church, Lampeter.
What we can find in general is that as times have changed, people’s attitudes towards death and burial have shifted, along with their views on how to show their loved ones they still care whilst giving them a proper headstone.
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