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Task 4 Resubmission


In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.


500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)


In Wales, the Welsh Language (Wales) Measure (2011) gives Welsh language an official status and makes provision for promoting and facilitating the use of Welsh language. “More than just words” is a framework that promotes service delivery by offering an “Active Offer”. An “active offer” creates the right and safe environment for Welsh speaking children and adults at risk so they could be understood, treated with respect and dignity (Welsh Government, 2015).

My role remains crucial to be able to identify and be proactive in the safeguarding of adults at risk as the children’s social worker. Even though my role is to safeguard a child while being cared for by parents. When assessing wider family and parents the wellbeing of an adult has influenced parenting capacity. However, Wales Interim Policy and Procedures for the Protection of Vulnerable Adults from Abuse (2010) speaks about the rights of adults being involved throughout the safeguarding processes and make decisions about their welfare and safety unless they have been assessed to lack capacity (WIPPVA, 2010).

In Safe Hands (2000) ensures that procedures and policies are in place in Wales, which clarify the values of good practice. The policy also facilitates service development intended to prevent, identify and respond to abuse of adults at risk. This also places a duty to the local authority to coordinate adult at risk protection procedures in their locality (Social Care Wales, 2019).

Adult safeguarding has its complexities and relies on adults’ self-determination. 
The overarching legislation in safeguarding adults in Wales is the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 part 7 section 126 (1) defines the adult at risk as someone experiencing abuse and neglect, in need of care and support whether the local authority is meeting those needs or not as a result is unable to protect themselves against neglect or abuse or are at risk (Welsh Government, 2014).

An “adult at risk” is someone who is 18 and over is experiencing or at risk of experiencing abuse or neglect. Section 128 of the SSWBA (2014), places a duty on relevant partners and the Local Authority to report ‘Adults at Risk’. SSWBA 2014 defines “Abuse” as, psychological, physical, sexual, emotional, or financial abuse. Furthermore, “Neglect “is defined as a failure to meet a person’s basic physical, emotional, social, or psychological needs, where it possibly results to an impairment of the individual’s well-being.

‘Adults at Risk’ are reported through the Wales Interim Policy and Procedure for the Protection of Vulnerable Adults from Abuse (WIPPVA, 2010). Once adult safeguarding concerns are reported, the duty to make enquires is placed on the Local Authority immediately by filling an adult at risk referral form also known as the VA1. The enquiries will take up to 7 days. The final stages of the 10 stages of the investigation will lead to the final strategy meeting and then case conference. The ninth and tenth stages are the Review and Closure.

In Wales, the new safeguarding procedures will be actively in force April 2020 (Social Care Wales, 2020). Adults may choose not to protect themselves unless they lack capacity. If professionals have reasonable suspicion that gives them enough evidence of concern, they have responsibilities to pass issues of consent and capacity when reporting. 
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Part 2 of Task 4


Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adult and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)

It is everyone’s role to report any suspected abuse and there are similarities in both safeguarding children and adults. In Wales, SSWBWA (2014) has enabled the safeguarding children and adult boards with presentation from health, probation, police to ensure good practice (Farr and Davies and Blackstock, 2016). To make the services better, the safeguarding boards monitor professional competence and report to Welsh Ministers to influence policy and legislation (Welsh Government, 2017).  

Despite the fact that the proposal of the SSWB (Wales) Act 2014 aimed to bring adult safeguarding procedures consistent with children’s social services, there are still differences. Children’s services have a strict guidance of child protection procedures with timescales in assessments and Child Protection investigations underpinned by the Children Act 1989 and 2004 and SSWBWA 2014.  All professionals should adhere to these procedures with close monitoring and scrutiny. Such guidance is not clearly stated in adult safeguarding services.

The Children Act 1989 and SSWBWA 2014 highlight the importance of gathering the views, wishes and feelings of children. When a child refuses to engage with services while undertaking assessments and the Local Authority feels that threshold is met and a child is at significant risk of harm, the social worker has the power to override those rights. Children cannot be given the freedom to make risky and unsafe choices and child protection processes need to be followed. However, as teenagers get older, from the age of 16 and over, professionals take consideration to Gillick competence and Frazer Guidelines in order for adolescents to take appropriate risks (NSPCC, 2020).

Safeguarding adults is complex; I reflected on how practitioners explore risks with the involved adult where as in children, risks are explored with the caregivers depending on the child’s stage of development. Adults are assumed to have capacity and unless proven otherwise in this process they may choose not to protect themselves.  Unless if someone is affected by experiences of having a condition that affects their functioning, the principles of Mental Capacity Act 2005 come into play, protecting the rights of individuals from making unwise decisions. Best interest decisions are made on behalf of adults who lack capacity. 

Safeguarding processes can be frightening or intimidating for both children and adults. As outlined by the CA (1989/ 2004) and SSWBA (2014), it is important to ascertain the wishes and feelings of people we work with and this remains a duty to protect the families regardless of those wishes and feelings. Safeguarding processes may cause barriers to effectively supporting vulnerable individuals; it is the role of a practitioner to ensure that advocacy services are in place. 
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