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Dyslexia Script 

Good evening, this evening I will be presenting about dyslexia. 


Before I start the presentation, I wanted to mention something personal that strongly connects me to this topic. I, have dyslexia, and receiving a diagnosis was a long and difficult process for me. Dyslexia continues to affect my day-to-day life, particularly with reading, processing information, spelling, and confidence when presenting publicly. Because of this, you may notice throughout this presentation that I occasionally misread or stumble over words, which is a very real example of how dyslexia can continue to affect individuals even into adulthood.

This personal experience is one of the reasons I chose this topic, because it has given me insight into both the educational and emotional impact of delayed identification and support.

What is dyslexia?
Dyslexia is a learning difficulty that comes under Additional learning needs, ALN, and it does affect both children and adults. The British Dyslexia Association says that dyslexia mainly effects the ability to read and spell. It has a neurological basis and can affect phonological awareness, verbal memory and processing speed. 

This means that people with dyslexia may find I hard to 
· Identify sounds in words
· Read smoothly 
· Mispronounce read words
· Spell correctly 
· Remember orders 
· Handle written information well

Even though dyslexia effects a few things, it is important to say that dyslexia does not indicate a lack of intelligence. 

A lot of people with dyslexia show high levels of creativity, strong problem-solving skills and great verbal abilities. Shaywitz in her 2020 book, overcoming dyslexia, describes dyslexia as an expected challenge in reading for those who otherwise have the intelligence and drive to learn. Research by Snowling 2019 also points out that dyslexia is on a wide spectrum, which means that symptoms and the level they are can differ among individuals. 

Why is early identification important?

Identifying issues early is important because not diagnosing dyslexia can lead to lasting educational and emotional effects. 

Children who have trouble reading and lack of support may face frustration, low self-worth, anxiety, behaviour problems and poor academic performance. 

Research by Torgesen in 2002 showed that early help greatly helps with literacy results, especially is this support is given before the age of seven. 

This highlights the important role of early year practitioners and also school staff in spotting early indicators. 

How is dyslexia recognised?

Usually, teachers are the first to see the signs of dyslexia. The identification process usually starts in the classroom through observing literacy growth. 

The common signs to look for dyslexia are;
· Delayed reading progress
· Difficulty with phonics
· Confusion between letters or words
· Poor spelling
· Slow writing speed
· Avoidance of reading tasks 

Schools usually have a number of methods to identify issues, these methods include
· Literacy screening tests
· Phonological awareness evaluations
· Observations
· Progress tracking
· Response to intervention strategies, commonly referred to as RTI

The RTI approach is especially important as it evaluates how a child reacts to extra focused support. If a child still faces challenges even though they have intervention, a more details specialist assessment may be suggested to help. According to Rose’s 2009 report on dyslexia, early screening along with targeted intervention is one of the most effective ways to identify dyslexia in educational settings. 

Diagnosis Process

After initial concerns are raised, a formal diagnosis can be done. Diagnosis is usually performed by 
· Specially trained teachers
· Educational psychologists
· Specialist dyslexia assessors

The diagnostic process usually involves a number of different assessments. 

These assessments are.
· Cognitive ability tests
· Reading and spelling evaluations
· Phonological processing assessments
· Memory tests
· Processing speed evaluations
· And review of developmental history

The goal is to gain a holistic understanding of the child’s strengths and also their challenges. In the past diagnosis was mainly based on finding a gap between intelligence and literacy skills. Although Elliot and Grigorenko 2014, the dyslexia debate suggest that this discrepancy model can be problematic because some children with significant reading challenges may not qualify if their IQ scores are lower. This critique has shaped contemporary methods, which now emphasise learning difficulty patters instead of just intelligence comparisons. 

The strengths of current identification and diagnosis systems have many positives.

 Early Intervention opportunities 

A big advantage is that screening provides support sooner. Research by Snowling and Hulme 2012 shows that structured phonics interventions can greatly enhance reading skills when applied early. Early assistance helps close the educational gap between dyslexic children and the children who do not have dyslexia. 


Multi professional collaboration 

Another advantage is the participation of multiagency professionals; Specialised evaluators frequently work together to offer a holistic view of the child. 

Early years practitioners, educators, parents, psychologists, health visitors and 

This multi-agency approach can enhance precision and guarantee that the child gets the support that they need. 


Standardised assessments

Standardised tests offer reliability and consistency. These assessments measure learners against national age standards, aiding professionals to recognise major challenges. Research by Peterson and Pennington in 2015 supports the use of evidence based cognitive assessments to help increase diagnostic reliability. 

Increased Awareness

Awareness of dyslexia has really increased in the recent years. Efforts by groups like the British Dyslexia Association has lessened the stigma and have motivated schools to be more inclusive. Consequently, a number of educational environments now offer.
· Differentiated teaching
· Extra time or adjustments in exams 
· Focused literacy programs
· Assistive technology

Weaknesses and limitations

Even with many strengths, there are weaknesses also. The main problem being delayed diagnosis, being late in identifying the child’s need. Many children may not receive a diagnosis until they reach secondary school or even adulthood. Girls are especially more vulnerable to being underdiagnosed as they may create a coping mechanism that hide their challenges. Riddick’s 2010 study indicated that numerous dyslexic learners suffer emotional distress from years of being misunderstood before they are diagnosed. Receiving a diagnosis late can really affect confidence and mental health.  

Cultural and Language Bias 

Another negative is the cultural bias in assessments. Many screening tools are created with English-speaking populations in mind. This poses difficulties for bilingual students or those from a vary of cultural backgrounds. Peer and Reid’s 2016 study on multilingualism and dyslexia suggests that difference in language can sometimes be confused with literacy challenges. This brings up worries about both overdiagnosis and underdiagnosis. 

Inconsistency between educational settings. 

There are many inconsistencies between schools and local authorities. Certain educational setting has dedicated dyslexia staff and effective intervention programs, while others do not have the correct training and funding. As a result, the support a child received can vary significantly based on their location or the educational setting that they attend. Young’s 2021 study on educational inequality revealed that children from less advantaged background often face delays in getting access to specialised assessment services. 

Dependence on deficit models

Dependence on models are another negative as diagnosis tends to concentrate too much on deficits. Some researchers believe that dyslexia should be seen from a neurodiversity point of view instead of a disorder that needs fixing. This point of view emphasises the strengths commonly linked to dyslexia, including.
· Creativity
· Visual thinking
· Innovation
· Problem solving
Mortimore’s 2013 research on dyslexia and learning styles agrees with more strength-focused educational methods. 


Challenges in Diagnosis

Diagnosing can be difficult because of overlapping conditions. Dyslexia usually occurs alongside, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, ADHD, Dyspraxia, and Dyscalculia. Due to the overlap of symptoms, it can be hard for professionals to separate one condition from another. Although assessments are standardized, the meaning and interpretation can be different. A number of assessors may come to a different conclusion about the severity or the recommendations for support. Funding issues and also long waiting times are also a big challenge. In some regions, families can wait up to months or usually years to have a formal assessment. Some parents may choose to go privately and have private assessments, but that does then lead to inequality for families that cannot afford private assessments. 

The importance of educational support

Once a child is diagnosed it is really important for the child to then have the right support needed. Effective interventions include;
· Structured phonics instruction
· Multisensory learning techniques
· Assistive technology
· One on one support 
· Individual teaching techniques

Tools like text-to-speech software can really help boost independence and help with confidence. The SEND Code of Practice from the department for education highlights the need for inclusive practices and reasonable adjustments. According to the Equality Act 2010, educational settings must make sure that ALN children are not at a disadvantage. 

To close, dyslexia is a complicated additional learning need that impacts literacy growth and development, educational experiences, and emotional health. 
Research and theory are very important when talking about dyslexia, but I also think personal experience is important. As someone who has dyslexia, I do understand how tiring it can be to read, process and present information. This has made me realise how vital early identification, understanding and educational support are. 

Thank you for your attention. 
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