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ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AND CRIME IN ADOLECENCE 


Introduction
According to government statistics anti-social behaviour has high recorded incidents involving adolescent teens between 1999 and 2013 in which ASBOS were issued. Developmental psychologists have studied anti-social behaviours from many angles, including social experience and educational experience and peer and socioeconomic status. Therefore, this article focuses on the role of family relationships, especially parent-child relationships, as a factor in the development of anti-social behavior among adolescents. Previous studies have shown that secure attachment is generally associated with positive behavior and social consequences, while insecure attachments (copied or omitted) are often associated with negative effects. Predicts external behaviors such as aggression and disruption of the insecure bond associated with parental ignorance and rejection; And internal behavior; Such as depression, anxiety and withdrawal from society. (Gaik 2010).  The present and current behaviour of any individual is the result of many influencing factors such as family dynamics, environment, culture, religion, idealism, education, puberty, psychological and physiological abilities, and negative or positive experiences faced during an individual’s lifetime.  With so many factors to take into consideration in making logic of a person’s actions it is vital to look back at the contributing factors that lead a person to do such heinous crimes, even murder in some cases at such a young age.  Justice and punishment may deal with the immediate issue but it does not prevent future offenders of committing violent acts in upcoming generations. Society is made of many individuals with unique characters and personalities and every person contributes towards the actions and grooming of society, many scholars such as Erikson and Kohlberg have studied the developmental stages of a human beings and the most influential stage of a person which will determine the outcome of producing a contributing person towards the wellbeing and safety of society. 


Adolescent Anti-Social Behaviour and Crime 
Adolescence is the mid point in the human lifespan it is the crucial point of when a child separates from the dependency and authority of the parent and develops own ideas, thoughts and desires.  Freud (1905) mentions that it is the most significant and painful detachment although he did elaborate why it was, it is identified that parental dependency is forced by social, economical and educational reasons. It is the time in life to evolve into an individual depending on early childhood this can be an easy transition or one that leads down a path of destruction not only of self but others too. (Brandt, 1977)
The challenges of insecurity and vulnerability faced during the adolescent stage can be very daunting with a frustration for independence.  Studies have showed that the influence and relationship with parents and peers between male and female adolescents aged 11-19 years old differ in their processing of problems faced and their attachment to a parent or a peer. (Tambelli 2012).  Erikson’s Theory of Psychosocial Development and studies enable the possibility to identify that if clear identity and self awareness is not being established in early childhood the peer pressure and peer ranking in social groups and environments pushes an adolescent into confusion and retaliation of recognition ultimately in some cases to anti social behavior and delinquency.  Full of raging hormones and bodily changes the average adolescent will be subject to various emotional and psychological changes which in studies have showed that the lack of or delayed development in empathy is a contributing factor in leading an individual to aggressive behavior, the study showed that,” The nondelinquent group exhibited a significant age-related increase in empathy during the adolescent period, whereas the delinquent group did not. Of three delinquent subgroups utilized, the neurotics were least empathic, the psychopathics next, and the subculturals the most empathic; the groups differed significantly from each other.” (Ellis 1982).  With males having an increased involvement in anti-social behavior tests have showed that direct and indirect testing of morality functioning demonstrated that the relations between thought and action with offenders who were more or less psychopathic had developmental delays in moral reasoning and moral sentiment, these individuals were unable to have interpersonal awareness and socialization abilities. (Chandler 1990).  Root causes of such behavior stems from moral reasoning in simpler terms knowing what is right and what is wrong, and what are the consequences of the actions which the individual takes, having a lack of empathy Kohlberg’s Theory questions why an individual should choose to do the right action and that parental contribution of positive feedback for the right action enables a child to choose the right action in future situations.  But in many cases dysfunctional families are unable to provide such an environment which is when abuse, addiction, and aggression become the everyday feedback for a child, unable to express itself the child then in adolescence expresses the only behaviour that it has been exposed to.  When morality is removed from the growing pattern of thought in a child the individual once an adolescent or adult will conflict within themselves to understand why the path of punishment has been placed before them, a lack of trust drives a ‘survival of the fittest’ attitude which leaves vulnerable people in our society.  

In 2008 the British public faced unprecedented concern with ‘knife crime’.   The number of stabbing murders peaked at 265 in 2002–2003 all involving knives and adolescent males from working middle class families from a specific race and society of people.  This period of time was referred to as a ‘epidemic’ as it had caused a great concern for public safety and a crisis among youths in the community.  Not only was this a time to deal with such violent crime but it was a pinnacle moment for the justice system to introduce new polices and tougher sentencing for juvenile crime. For a more longer positive outcome with the implementation of new preventive and support measures the government used more effective ways to establish the root of the outbreak of conflict and insecurities in the urban areas, which resulted in a tremendous fall in numbers in knife related crimes between 2006-2007 (Muncie, J., 2014. Youth and crime. Sage.)
[bookmark: _GoBack]In dealing with such individuals it is important to have constant and active interventions to reach youths in the community, a place where they can voice their concerns and build trusts with outreach workers to confide in personal issues that they maybe facing in their homes or amongst their peers.  The UK government has identified the need for longer term treatments and strategies for vulnerable groups, assessments revealed drug abuse and mental health issues as contributing to outbreaks of instability in adolescent males. (Rayner, 2005.).  mental wellbeing and counselling help prevent reoffending, with constant support and treatment it is important to monitor individuals during this process, although punishment is essential prevention is the ultimate goal to ensure a safe society and prevent upcoming delinquents.
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Stages of Moral Reasoning

Stage 0: Egocentric (0-4)

What’s Right?

should get my own way.

Reason to be good?

o et rewards and avoid punishments

Stage 1: Unquestioned
Obedience (4-6)

What's Right?

1 should do what m told.

Reason to be good?

Tostay outof trouble

Stage 2: What's in it for
me? (6-8)

What's Right?

1 should ook out for mysef but b far to those who are fai to

Reason to be good?

Selfinterest: Whats n it for me?

Stage 3: Intrapersonal
Conformity (9-15)

What's Right?

1 should be a ice person and lve up to the expectationsof
people | know and care about

Reason to be good?

50 athers il think well of me (social approval and | canthink
well of myself (sel-esteem)

Stage 4: Responsibility to
the system(15-20)

What's Right?

1 should flfl my responsibiltes to the socialor value ystem |
felpartof.

Reason to be good?

o keep the system from fallng apartand to maintain self
respect as somebody who meets my obligations.

Stage 5: Principled
Conscience (20+)

What's Right?

1 should show thegreatest posibl respect for the righs and.
digniy of every individuslperson and should support a system
thatprotects human rights.





image2.jpeg
Erikson’s Stages of
Psychosocial Development

Stage Age Crisis
(years)

Infancy 0-1 Trust vs. Mistrust*
Early Childhood |2-3 Autonomy vs. Shame & Doubt
Preschool 3-5 Initiative vs. Guilt
School Age 6-11 Industry vs. Inferiority
Adolescence 12-20 Identity vs. Role Confusion*
Young Adults Mid-20s Intimacy vs. Isolation*®
Adulthood 25-60 Generativity vs. Stagnation*
Old Age 60+ Ego Integrity vs. Despair
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