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Blog 1
Living in the gen z generation
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Gstatic.com. (2026)
Technology, how many of you just went into a state of panic, or fear. The word means so much these days with a range of opinions and views. Even asking someone to turn a computer on to print out a label, asking my mum to go on face time can be a stretch, to someone being able to produce what could like a blockbuster movie trailer. It is clear that there are so many abilities when it comes to what people can do. This can be down to what generation they were first introduced to the ever so powerful world of technology. 
The world of Generation Z stands out as a diverse, empathetic and non-conformist generation with a global perspective. They are true digital natives, connected to online, showing their identity through daily activities through a social media platform, born with a mobile in their hand, life is social media having connections with family, friends and strangers through public and private platforms and channels. 
25% of the world's population today are Generation Z, so understanding their way of seeing life is important. (Luciaclemares, 2024).
 We need to see what is important and valuable for the children and their future and how we teach through the new curriculum.
‌ 			According to Anders Skov, internet sociologist 
“Digital competence is a combination of
knowledge, skills and attitudes with
regards to the use of technology to
perform tasks, solve problems, communicate,
manage information, collaborate, as
well as to create and share content
effectively, appropriately, securely, critically,
creatively, independently and ethically.” (Skov, 2016)
‌So, what are you thinking? Can you do all of them? I think it depends on the audience, Now I know the normal way of teaching is that the adult teaches the children, but can we say the same for technology? How many of you adults are confident in all thing's technology? Without giving the answer of - turn it off and back on again. 
Making sure children have the opportunity to learn all these aspects of technology, the government has provided a digital competence framework.
A statement from Kirsty Williams AM, Cabinet Secretary for Education view, was that she wanted to raise aspirations for all children in Wales. This was supported by the new part of the new curriculum, the Digital Competence Framework (DCF) designed for all children. It is an important and vital skill in our technology world, and will support cross-curricular areas, such as literacy and numeracy. In particular, developing digital skills from the earliest stages to everyday activities and carrying them on to the real world and the world of work. She recognises the importance of making sure all professionals are supported with the skills and confidence to use the DCF. Opportunities will be put in place to deliver to them who need extra training (gov.wales, 2016).
‌The framework is broken down into four areas theses are
· Citizenship: Covers identity and image ; health and well-being; digital rights, licensing and ownership; and online behaviour and cyberbullying.
· PDCS, covers responsibilities by designing their own online policy. 
· Interacting and collaborating: Focuses on communication, collaboration, and storing and sharing digital content. Using the platform of HWB and seesaw allows the children to share and create digital work.
· Producing: Involves planning, sourcing and searching, creating, and evaluating and improving digital content. Using I-movie, scratch and Minecraft can help them produce their own creative work.
· Data and computational thinking: Includes problem solving and modelling, as well as data and information literacy –using online platforms such as my maths, tt rockstars, meistroli  helps extended learning.(Welsh Government, 2018)(PDCS,2025)
Theses can all be linked with today's new curriculum. The national curriculum was first introduced in 1988 before the world of technology became your new best friend with on-line shopping, Google and social media. Professor Graham Donaldson in March 2014 reviewed the curriculum in Wales.
With the children at the heart of the curriculum, (Donaldson, 2015) Donalson designed it for them to develop skills not just for school but for life. Children and young people told him they thought the curriculum was already out-of-date especially in technology, software and digital skills. The Welsh Government (2020) introduced science and technology as part of the areas for learning, noticing that it is a vital part of education today; the importance of technology in our modern world cannot be overstated.
Teaching them high standards of literacy and numeracy, and preparing them for the digital world, becoming more digitally and bilingually competent. 
George Siemens' theory is Connectivism, but through the digital age, he believes that connections happen through networks, with technology acting as a crucial tool. He supports the curriculum linked to STEM, teaching, and providing opportunities through online platforms to help towards higher education (coding, building, programming, problem solving, art and design, video apps and critical thinking (siemens, 2025).

‌The worrying fact about new technology is the powers it has that no one yet can control. What's making news is the development of AI Artificial Intelligence, it acts like a human, like problem solving, decision-making and learning. It processes data and algorithms. It works with big platforms such as Alexa and amazon. I have seen what AI can create, such as taking a photo a changing it into a video or giving the photo a completely different meaning. Google Cloud (2025)

We wonder how this will affect education and the problems it may cause for our children in the future. We can teach technology but will technology take over us.
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Blog 2 
 The digital world 💻🌍
Communication life through a screen.
Do you ever feel like something hasn't happened or something isn't real unless you have witnessed it through a screen 💻and I'm not talking about the tv, watching the news but through your phone,📱 Facebook news or tik tok updates.
News reporters have a hard time trying to get a hot news article out before someone from the public has already told the story through a social media app, or you can't go a day without seeing what someone is having for their tea. 🍔🍟
Social media, the digital world is bigger than ever and growing each day, being able to do virtually anything through the access of a device. With the growing improvement with digital access like anything, it brings good and bad. As someone who has grown up without the digital era to what it is now, we can see first-hand ✋ how powerful it is.
Children are in the middle of the upcoming change of jobs, experiences and opportunities. The increase 📈 in jobs has risen and according to muliverse the best jobs for the future are typically involving computers such as data analyst, software engineer, digital marketing specialist, AI and machine learning expert and UX/UI designer-creating apps and websites and many more (Team Multiverse, 2024).
 Welsh Government (2022). Schools provide an insight into these jobs as technology has been made part of the curriculum, showing the importance of it for children's education and for their future 🎓, looking at topics such as computer science and design and technology, lessons such as coding, programming and lesson that involve STEM (PDCS,2025)  But with the upcoming use of technology children from my experience are being less independent, from asking their phone what the time is to using the internet to draw or to look for ideas, we find that kids are not kids these days, they become too dependent in technology and not learning through first hand experiences that Piaget a childrens psychologist believed was so important-learning through play. His theory was based on children learning through their environment, mirroring behaviours, interaction and active engagements (McLeod, 2025)
‌Is the internet taking away the younger generation's imagination 💭, their creativity🎨, their freedom to play ⚽ and explore without a screen. If we are promoting the use of technology, through school are we still allowing these opportunities to happen?
According to Childhealthy (2021) children aged 2-5 should have an hour a day, then older children 2 hours a day 🕒. I know I'm guilty but if you think, if a child is taking part in a lesson that involves screen time in school, that could be an hour or more and that's not taking the amount of time they are on a screen at home. So, what are we doing? Are we increasing the screen time for children where we should be monitoring it as educators. NHS, 2016 Fourth valley reports show there are possible risks for children who spend too much time on screen such as: 
· Distraction- social situations and play 
· Tv has a fast pace which can affect their concentration when it comes to real life situations
· Bad sleeping patterns 😴😴
· Increase in childhood obesity
· Games and tv can have a negative impact on children's behaviour, judgement and concentration. 
· And going back to Piaget and social interaction, they lack life lesson and life learning – playing, reading a book 📕, sharing and talking face to face. 
Their social skills, if you think when talking to your child that has their phone in their hand do they actually look 👀 at you? Do they give eye contact and interact and engage in a conversation? I'm not sure if it's just me but I have more of a conversation with my daughter through snap chat then I do face to face, not that I can say I have a full sentence, most of the time it's all these things 🤣👍😴👋.
We are becoming life through our phones and with social media being so popular and at everyone's fingertips🤚, it is a great form of social interaction. Interaction that has never been seen before, how fast, what can be shared with stories, photos, videos and to the volume of people wherever in the world🌍 at only a press of a button.💻 It helps people stay in touch and connected to friends and family, to make new friends and keep in touch with the world (Dalomba, 2022).
This is vital to the younger generation, for teenagers to keep in touch with their friends 💬to have that buzz around social media. It becomes a big part of their daily lives. With results showing that 79% of 12 to 15 year olds and 32% of 8 to 11 year olds own a mobile phone📱. Approximately 86% of 9 to 16 year olds belong to a social networking site. Barnardo’s (2016). 
Social media is how we now view the world.👀 This can be a problem for children and the younger generation, as social media becomes addictive, as social media platforms are very clever as they drip-feed us by partake a piece of a messages, turn everything into bite-sized chunks, short messages📃, memes and short video clips🎬 by an algorithm to give a maximum dopamine response.
 This dopamine response causes addiction. Facts show Children aged 5 to 15 now spend an average of 5 hours and 24 minutes per day on social media, despite being at school for seven hours (five days per week). So, these facts clearly go against the screen time guideline (Mayo, 2024).
 Whilst children are searching the web, they become so venerable following fake news – controlling what they see and read online is impossible, pressures of untrue images, filters and how people live their lives. Becoming part of a story rather than reality and online bullying, this then has lasting effects on children such as depression, fear, acceptance and low self-esteem Dalomba, F. (2022). 
‌I experienced first-hand how much my daughter relies on her phone, the internet that. Not so long ago my broad band went down, suddenly the almighty MUM what's happened to the internet? I can't do anything!!!! Why is the rooter red??? she did not know what to do, she held her phone in her hand as if it was her hand that had broken, the look of pure devastation written all over her face 😱. To the point, she got ready and walked to tesco and sat in the cafe to connect to their internet.
This slightly concerned me how much she needed the internet like she could not do anything until she got her phone working. 
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‌Blog 3 
How much should we promote digital inclusion
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‌How much technology should a child have, with digital inclusion?
Technology has taken over in so many aspects of today world. From the day-to-day activities, controlling you're heating from your phone, boiling your kettle and of course searching the web and having contact with anyone and everyone from the touch of a button. 
County, 2022 from Oxfordshire county council promotes digital inclusion. This means giving everyone the tools like computers, internet and knowledge of how to use them and making sure that everyone has the chance to access and use digital technology. This gives everyone the chance to education – in different ways such as online learning and research, information and using technology to keep in touch with family and friends. This includes adults as well making sure that they have the right training to teach the students the correct information and keep up to date with the latest knowledge and features of a range of platforms. Making sure everyone has a chance to be part of the digital world. Digital exclusion is when someone doesn't have the chance or tools to access the digital world. As the internet holds a lot of opportunities it is important that no one is in this position as they might miss out on chances to learn, jobs and the experiences that the web offers (GOV, 2023).
Barries that the Government face are issues such as living in poverty, people with disabilities, lack of digital skills, nonnative English speakers, those living in remote or rural areas and those living in the developing world (Kloza, 2023).
HEIW. (2023). But how has technology impacted education and the way our children learn. The Welsh government realise how important the future is for out next generation, when it comes to technology. They have realised the digital framework which promotes the use of technology throughout school and further education. It states that Wales need to be ready for the skills required for the emerging technology developments, this is where the kids of today need to access the tools now to create better opportunities when they are older (Gov, 2019). 
‌ ‌Working in a school myself as a learning support assistant I can see first-hand how much technology impacts a normal day. Digital learning is definitely on the increase in every aspect, from how often they use it and how it is taught. In every lesson – maths, topic and Welsh, rotation within the class they will have a focus independent technology activity, making sure everyone has the opportunity to have access to a device and lessons on how to use a variety of different platforms, such as I-movie, scratch , (ScratchJr, 2019), minecraft, (education.minecraft, 2025). These platforms promote coding, creativity, independence, building, maths and art and design all supporting the increase in technology jobs and STEM jobs that will be future jobs (European Education Area, 2025). This is why it is so important that all children can explore the internet allowing them to reach full potential in their future.
‌‌Technology is used for pre teaching the topic, to continue their learning and to have a sense of independency. It can also track scores and have results for assessments. Schools use it for extra support for children such as a dyslexia programme called lexia (Lexia, 2019) or Mathletics, (Nguyen, 2018) this is great for extra learning. This is used for developing knowledge re capping work (PDCS,2025).
In a class setting and under the correct environment we must move with the times and allow our children to learn and be taught the correct information, safe app and the importance to online safety (PDCS, 2025). A local school have their own online school policy, but it also links to the rights of a child, making it clear that both adults and children have their own responsibilities when it comes to using online platforms. 
These include:
⦁	a curriculum that is authentic relevant, engaging and developmentally appropriate and is evolving with the pupils. (Article 12 – the right to be listen to and take seriously.)
⦁	Provide creative approaches that create safe and engaging opportunities for learners. (Article 17 – I have the right to get information in lots of ways, so long as it’s safe. (UNICEF, 2025)
‌Digital inclusion is important when it comes to education as Research by Jisc has identified that 64% of FE students agreed that they were more independent in their learning when digital was used. A further 57% agreed that digital approaches helped them to fit learning into their life. This has a postive impact on education and how accessible it can be for all learners with all capabilities; there is a platform to help and support all children.
However, taking another look on digital inclusion from a parent's point of view, is allowing them to have the apps the digital platforms that ‘all the other kids have’. What is the correct age for a chid to have a phone, exposing them to the web? 
 Many social media apps have an age rating of 13+ like Facebook, Instagram, Tik Tok, and snap chat, all apps that we know children younger are using so how are they able to create an account? The age range is for data processing policies Under the COPPA (Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act) Law, social media companied are prohibited from collecting and keeping personal information from children under 13 (Laura, 2020).  So how can children create an account, knowing these sites are going against the law when the children are not even 13. I guess it comes under the pressures of digital inclusion on the social media side of things. 
I think you can agree as a parent it's one of the worst and hardest jobs, is to control and manage and monitor your kids on social media.  Listening out for unwanted information that has been exposed on the web, or monitoring what she is watching, who she is talking to. Even though she is legally allowed to have some media platforms is doesn't stop unwanted exposure of unwanted content being on her phone. I will criticise social media myself with not banning inappropriate content sooner and allowing features that make messages disappear, so as a parent there is no way of monitoring conversations or searches.
But, big news in Australia as of the 9th December accounts will be shut down and from the 10th no new accounts will be allowed for children under 16. They will not be able to access social media, the government decided to ban platforms such as Facebook, TIK TOK, snapchat and you tube, to kids safe online. This hasn't got down well with companies like Meta, who own Facebook and Instagram, agreeing they need to keep younger children safer online but banning them is not the answer. But a followed response from the Australia's Communications Minister Anika Wells 
“she is not intimidated by technology companies and we will stand firm on the side of parents and not on the platforms” BBC Newsround (2025)
‌I am totally backing the new law in Australia, children should gradually learn how to use the web, and the powers and dangers it can cause. They need to be mature enough and responsible enough to see and hear what social media can expose. Content to children who are too young and vulnerable can be left with be wrong views, information and knowledge of the world, relationships, image, expectations. Let's hope sooner rather than later the UK will follow suit. 
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Blog 4 
How can we learn to read, but not from a book?
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(Mblycdn, 2026)

As technology has grown, we can now access most things from our computer. 
Schools use different platforms to help with different teaching styles and to help with pre-teaching, extended learning, and also to help and support children with different needs. 
PDCS, 2025 In a local primary school, they use a well-known speech programme called Lexia. It has been around in education for more than 40 years and adds to the curriculum. It is used to promote and encourage literacy skills, empowering them with confidence to be successful readers. Lexia is used from the age of 5, all through school. As it provides different stages, such as core phases and then professional levels, schools regularly use it as an assessment tool.
They pride themselves in believing that every child has the right to experience the job of reading- but reading with fluency. It can be used by all children, as it's a computer-based system, children that can read just add to their confidence, picking up strategies and techniques for comprehension skills (Lexia, 2025).
But from my experience it is used for children that need extra help, this could be going over sounds (phonics), breaking down the words, vocabulary, grammar, fluency and recognising letters. It is also great for children with dyslexia. And the great thing is that the teaching level is assessed to each individual child and will only move on once they have completed the level with confidence. This gives the child a great sense of pride and achievement. It provides adults with extra activities; these are lesson plans or independent pupil tasks, progress reports and feedback that can help adults to support children to read. Teachers can track progress, making sure they stay on tasks, and reinforcing work (Lexialearning, 2025)
How lexia is used- well it is an online platform that children access with their username password. It will give children pictures and sounds. It is a very visual app. There is also a person that talks to the children, guides them, and instructs them on what to do. As it's an online activity-based programme children can access it independently and the children are encouraged to complete 2-4 30-minute sessions per week (PDCS, 2025).
They have great success ratings with great feedback with high literacy outcomes; children excelled in reading, closing the reading gaps. Results show that children that are FSM (free school meals) progressed faster using Lexia than children who did not use the intervention. It also allowed children more gain confidence for over 40 years. With this information, it shows that it does have an effect on children who struggle with reading. A concern that schools had was whether they could fit it in as part of their daily routine, but it has been more than achievable with 80% of students completing their expected number of tasks and 93% used Lexia for 720 minutes as they enjoyed the programme. With that being said, they do acknowledge some areas of improvements, such as how they use the feedback, if they used the extended paper activities followed by online success. With this not being used in the correct way, then the results are unclear and not reliable (LexiaUK, 2025).
Using this platform will help follow the Welsh curriculum of different areas, promoting language, literacy and communication- will encourage listening, reading and writing. This will also help in all areas of learning and even learning new languages. This links to the four purpose characters; an example of this from a local primary school (PDCS, 2025) is an ambitious capable learner, reading, spelling, languages and digital technology. This can even link into another of the Welsh areas of science and technology. Using the platform through a device encourages and allows the student to feel confident with technology (Welsh Government, 2022).
A problem that I see from using the Lexia platform is that even though it promotes independence and extra teaching, for the teaching of language phonics and reading is it best coming from a computer. There will be no facial expression, possible unclear sounds. What is the class is noisy, or children with hearing aids and children that dnt have a device or adults or children not having the confidence or training to use the app. Is it inclusive to all children?
Research shows that repetitive, modelling, allowing the child to practice with an adult, has a great success rate in teaching a child how to read (team, 2025). As well as being supported by an adult reading aloud had so many positive outcomes such as understanding complex texts, strengthening emotional bonds between people and memory of words. MacLeod produced a ‘production effect’. A study showed a list of words presented to a group of seven- to ten-year-olds. Some were asked to read them silently, some were asked to read them out loud, 87% of the words were recognised by the children who read them out loud to 70% who read them silently. (Hardach, 2020). Other benefits are improved listening skills, Enhances Vocabulary and Language Skills, Stimulates Imagination and Creativity and increases problem solving. These cannot be taught or experienced by children if they are stuck looking at a screen with no adult support. (Listening, 2024)
‌This will be supported by Lev Vygotsky (1896-1934) a Russian psychologist and teacher. Created a theory about social interactions, known as Theory of Cognitive Development. Vygotsky's sociocultural theory about child development says that cognitive development occurs because of social interactions. In this way, parents, teachers, older children and even peers are crucial for children's development. He suggests that children would learn best through human interaction. 
 It encourages them to learn behaviours and emotions from people around them. (Gowrie, 2022).
With that being said, Lexias' future aim is to promote it to a wider range of schools, making it more available for all students to help with their reading. The online platform doesnt seem to be slowing down and the evidence is there that it does work. In my opinion, I agree that an online platform for reading is great as an additional help. However, the concern will be if it will be the only help offered to children, it will be the new way children will get taught because the barriers such as moneys cuts in education. Will there be a TA, teacher available to take the time out to listen to children to read and support them through their reading journey. Only time will tell, but we all know how powerful technology is. 






References 

EEF. (2022). EEF blog: Lexia Reading Core5 - What does the research tell us? [online] Available at: https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-lexia-reading-core5-what-does-the-research-tell-us.

Gowrie NSW (2022). Lev vygotsky’s theory of child development. [online] www.gowriensw.com.au. Available at: https://www.gowriensw.com.au/thought-leadership/vygotsky-theory.

Hardach, S. (2020). Why you should read this out loud. [online] Bbc.co.uk. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/future/article/20200917-the-surprising-power-of-reading-aloud.
‌ 
Lexialearning.com. (2025). Lexia News | Community. [online] Available at: https://community.lexialearning.com/lexia-news-3 [Accessed 2 Jan. 2026].

LexiaUK. (2020). LexiaUK. [online] Available at: https://www.lexiauk.co.uk/proven-results/testimonials/ [Accessed 4 Jan. 2026].

Listening.com. (2024). 7 Benefits of Reading Out Loud | Listening. [online] Available at: https://www.listening.com/blog/benefits-of-reading-out-loud.

Mblycdn.com. (2026). Available at: https://todaysparent.mblycdn.com/tp/resized/2024/07/1200x630/when-do-kids-learn-to-read-1.jpg [Accessed 4 Jan. 2026].
‌ Pembroke Dock Community School 2025 - The Pembroke Dock Curriculum. [online] Available at: https://sites.google.com/hwbcymru.net/pdcsprimary/the-pembroke-dock-curriculum.
team, L. (2025). How to help your child learn to read. [online] Penguin.co.uk. Available at: https://www.penguin.co.uk/discover/childrens-articles/how-to-help-your-child-learn-to-read [Accessed 4 Jan. 2026].
‌‌ Welsh Government (2022). Curriculum for Wales - Hwb. [online] hwb.gov.wales. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/.
Welsh Government (2022). Curriculum for Wales - Hwb. [online] hwb.gov.wales. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/. languages-literacy-and-communication/

‌ Welsh Government (2022). Curriculum for Wales - Hwb. [online] hwb.gov.wales. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/. science-and-technology/
‌‌www.lexialearning.com. (2025.). Why Lexia | Lexia Learning. [online] Cambium Learning Group Brand Available at: https://www.lexialearning.com/why-lexia/.


‌
image.png




image2.png




image3.png




