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Abstract


This dissertation examines the necessity of arming police officers, with a specific focus on South Wales Police. The study gathers insights from both armed and unarmed officers, alongside public perceptions from the South Wales community, to assess whether mandatory armament would be beneficial.

 A review of existing literature provides a foundation before conducting surveys with officers and the public. The findings will aim to determine if arming all officer is essential for operational effectiveness and public safety or if it would alter public confidence in policing. The research seeks to contribute to the ongoing debate on arming police.

The way the research was conducted was via the use of surveys, three groups of 10 were formed, armed police, unarmed police and members of the public. These groups were selected to get a diverse range of perspectives. These answers were obtained and discussed about in this dissertation for a conclusion to be made.

Once the data was analysed on why officers and the public might have answered this way, a conclusion for this was then made and recommendations were then added. These recommendations were made for if further research was to be conducted.
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1. Chapter One: Introduction

In recent years police officers in the United Kingdom are facing an increase in knife and gun crime. There has been an increase of 5% knife related incident (Godbold, 2024) in the last year and around 58,584 of gun related incidents recorded in the United Kingdom within the last 10 years, which 275 of these incidents resulting in serious injury (National Crime Agency , 2024). On top of that there has been 25,734 recorded assaults against police which is a 21% increase from 2021 (Home Office, 2021)

It is evident that policing in the United Kingdom is becoming even more dangerous day by day and with only 17,000 of British officers out of 123,000 as of 2020 being equipped with a CED or commonly known as TASER (Deuchar 2024). With over 106,000 estimated officers only being equipped with a baton and spray, how can police officers ensure that they are safe when carrying out their duties. 
The police in the United Kingdom are typically not armed, but terrorism risks have increased significantly in the past 16 years (Callahan, 2021). Despite this, British police remain unarmed. Recent surveys indicate that many Britons support arming police, especially after recent terrorist attacks (Carr, 2017). Carr's survey found 70% of the public favour routine arming, while 20% oppose it. Among Metropolitan Police Officers, 44% prefer more specialist firearms officers, and 26% support routine arming. The Police Federation (2022.) reports a 33% support for routine arming, an increase from 9 years prior, with 55% of officers willing to carry firearms. This data suggests strong support among both the public and officers for arming police or increasing specialist firearms personnel
The relevance of this topic to be underscored by the ongoing discussions about crime, terrorism, and public safety, such as the recent case in Australia where a knife attacker was stopped by an armed officer (Chisholm, 2024). Investigating the impact on officer and public safety, the benefits and risks of arming police, and its effect on public trust and community relations is crucial. This research can contribute valuable insights to police forces, academics, and the public.

The goal is to determine if arming all officers yields better outcomes compared to having specialist firearms officers and to understand officer preferences regarding carrying firearms. Due to the research conducted in chapter 4 only being conducted in the South Wales area, this question can only discuss whether officers in the South Wales Police area should be armed with a sidearm.










2. Chapter Two: Literature Review

2.1 Literature Background

The purpose of this chapter is to review recent academic literature to understand the benefits and implications of all police officers in the UK carrying a firearm. By examining scholarly research, this chapter will explore the potential effects on public safety, officer welfare, crimes rates and community trust. The analysis will compare the UK’s current unarmed policy model with countries where officers are routinely armed, officers’ insights into the possible outcomes of such a policy change. 

This chapter will draw upon a diverse range of sources, including government documents, academic papers from Google Scholar, and resources from the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. In addition to the academic literature, news articles will be examined to provide real-world examples of both the successes and failures f armed police offices, with coverage from various other countries. National statistics will also be utilised to provide a clear and straightforward understanding of the advantages and disadvantages of arming police officers. This will offer a balanced perspective on the issue. Through this combination of sources, the chapter aims to present a comprehensive analysis of the broader implication of this major policy shift.

A key source that will be utilised is Squires (2014), who explores the complex relationship between crime rates and the presence of armed police. Squires (2014) work delves into whether carrying firearms enhances officer safety and whether it effectively deters crime. Squires (2014) analysis will help to address the question of whether the routinely arming police is likely to lead to a reduction in crime or simply an escalating of violence. 

In addition, a UK Government (2013) report officers’ crucial statistical data regarding the number of firearms incidents in the UK each year, as well as the total number of officers who are authorised to carry firearms. These figures are essential for understanding the scale of current firearms use in policing and provides a foundation for assessing the broader implications of increasing this number. 

A main source which will be discussed about within this chapter is from David (2020) who officers a perspective, examining both the positive and negative implication of arming police officers. He highlights that in many European countries, officers are routinely armed to combat high levels of violence. According to David (2020), not arming the police may give criminals a tactical advantage, as they face little risk when engaging with unarmed officers. However, he also warns for the potential for a “spiral of violence”, where arming officers could encourage criminals to arm themselves, leading to an increase in gun-related crime, like the US. This correlation between armed police and higher gun violence, seen in other countries, will be a critical point of discussion in this research. 

Using these sources, alongside additional online websites, academic articles, and government reports, this research will assess the effectiveness of firearm possession by police and explore the broader implications for public safety, crime rates and community relations. 



2.2. Review on the United Kingdoms Armed Police

As of March 2023, there are currently 6,651 armed police officers serving across the United Kingdom, according to data published by the UK Government (2023). This number represents a significant investment in resources aimed at ensuring the public safety and countering potential incidents of terrorism and violence crime. 

However, Clark (2024) states that there are now 5,861 operationally deployable armed police officers in England and Wales which shows the number of armed officers is decreasing. Comparing this to the year 2009 where there was a peak of 6,976 armed officers, this is a 16% decrease in armed officers. There has also in recent years since 2019 been a slow decrease in the amount of police incidents where firearms officers were utilised UK Government (2024). The UK Government (2024) has also published reports from 2023-2024 there have been a 4% decrease in firearms operations going from 17,589 to 16,778. In the same report the UK Government (2024) state that there were only 2 incidents in 2024 where a police firearm was discharged (fired) compared to 10 discharges in 2023. From just this report it is evidenced that in the last few years there have been less of a need for more armed police officers. 

David (2020) writes an article discussing both sides of the argument on whether all British police officers should be armed. He notes that law-abiding members of the public feel reassured when officers carry firearms, particularly in response to rising gun-related crime. Many people believe that an armed force can take action to address such threats. David (2020) also highlights that “people may feel safer when they see armed police, especially if they perceive them as a response to a heightened risk”

However, David (2020) acknowledges the opposing viewpoint: the presence of armed police can intimidate citizens with no connection to criminal activity. The sight of firearms may evoke feelings of fear and potentially symbolise brutality, which can erode public trust in the police.
David (2020) further argues that routinely arming UK police officers would enhance their ability to protect themselves. Despite the perception of the United Kingdom as largely gun-free, statistics from The Home Office (2024) show that, as of 20224 there are 510,717 people with licensed firearms or shotguns. The figure only accounts for those who declare their weapons, meaning the actual number, including unlicensed firearms, could be significantly higher. 

David (2020) also points out the increased risk of police officers becoming victims of gun crime. The Fiona Bone and Nicola Hughes case is a prime example of this, which will be discussed in chapter 2.3. He argues that arming all officers would primarily serve as a means of self-defence, rather than preparing them for regular firearms incidents, which would remain the responsibility of specialised firearms units. He adds that even if police carry firearms for self-defence, this could be perceived as an aggressive stance, potentially harming the credibility of the police within communities. 

David (2020) also notes that more British police officers are advocating the routine arming. He suggests that either approach could affect recruitment: if officers remain unarmed, they may be seen as too vulnerable, potentially deterring new applicants due to the perceived risks. On the other hand, mandatory arming could lead current officers, who oppose carrying firearms, to leave the force, while discouraging others from applying if they are unwilling to carry a firearm




2.3 What is public perception towards armed police in the UK?

A study by Bradford (2020), published in the Journal of Experimental Criminology, aimed to assess public perceptions of armed police in the United Kingdom. Participants in the study were shown images of both armed and unarmed officers and were asked to rate how likely they would be to approach these officers for help. The results revealed that the public in the UK responded less positively to armed police compared to the unarmed officers. This was largely attributed to the fact that people in the UK were not accustomed to seeing armed police, as unarmed officers are the norm. 

Bradford (2020) suggested that in a country where civilians are unlikely to encounter or own firearms, the presence of armed police may create a perception that officers are “not like us”, potentially leading to a negative public view. However, the study also indicated that there was a minimal change in public perception when armed police were part of a specialist unit or responded only to stations requiring their presence, as opposed to having all officers routinely armed. Additionally, the findings showed that increasing the number of specialist armed units for specific armed units did not significantly alter public perception, compared to the idea of arming all officers. 



2.4 What is the risk to officers in the UK for the need to be armed?

The risk to officers being assaulted and injuries have skyrocketed in recent years, with the Police Federation (2022) recording a 22% increase in assaults on police officers from the year 2022 – 2023. The Police Federation (2022) have carried out a survey which shows that over 60% of respondents have stated that physical attacks on themselves as police officers have increased drastically prior to the pandemic. Between 2022 and 2023 there were over 37,000 assaults on police in England and Wales which equates to over 100 assaults on police per day. The Police Federation states that there were more than 26,000 emergency red panic button activations by police officers on frontline. 

With assaults on police increasing every year, police officers are more at risk than ever. It is evident that criminals are not afraid at harming our British police officers but what equipment do the unarmed police response officers have to defend themselves? Brook (2024) has written an article detailing what the average officer will carry when dealing with a variety of incidents. Officers are equipped with handcuffs, a baton and PAVA spray (incapacitant spray), officers are trained in self-defence and how to utilise these weapons to protect themselves, their colleagues and members of the public. With the rise in weapon-related offences reaching 50,010 in 2024, and 22,167 of those resulting in serious injury, whilst the numbers that continue to grow each year, there is an increasing concern that PAVA spray and batons may no longer provide sufficient protection for officers ONS Centre for Crime and Justice (2024).

The case of PC Nicola Hughes and PC Fiona Bone is a high-profile case where officers were only equipped with a baton, spray and handcuffs and were not equipped enough with what they were faced with which resulted in their unfortunate deaths. Bazaraa (2022) explains the case which was that in 2012 PC Hughes and PC Bone were on regular patrol duties and responded to a 999 call for a burglary in the Greater Manchester area. PC Hughes and PC Bone responded and when they attended the address they were ambushed by Dale Cregan, Cregan has shot 32 bullets from a Glock pistol and threw a hand grenade at the two officers which resulted in both tragically losing their lives.  Bazarra (2022) states that both officers were thinking they were attending a burglary but attended an ambush set up by Cregan who planned to brutally murder whoever responded. This would have caused many officers to panic when attending any call as they will never know what waits for them and being unarmed and unable to deal with a threat that they might face can cause worry and more officers to leave the job. By only arming all officers with a side arm, they may have the confidence to defend themselves against this sort of threat and maybe if PC Hughes and PC Bone were armed with a side arm then they might still be alive today. 

2.5 What alternatives to a firearm could be used?

Due to the public’s perception being negative of all officers being armed, are there any other alternatives to make sure officers are safe and confident when carrying out their duties? One alternative which can help with public perception and maintain officer safety and confidence is the use of a Taser. What is a taser? The College of Policing (2013) describes a Taser as a Conducted Energy Devices (CED), 

“A CED is a less lethal weapon system designed to temporarily incapacitate a subject through the use of electrical current that interferes with a person’s neuromuscular system and produces a sensation of intense pain”. – College of Policing (2013)

The College of Policing (2013) explains that the CED is designed to be bright yellow to be visible and may be used as a visible deterrent. The CED is still classed as a firearm and is in the same category as a typical firearm but is a less lethal option. Having all officers to carry CED is a lot easier than having all officers carrying a firearm. Mercer (2019) reports that he interviewed Chief Constable Nick Adderley stated that every police officer in the UK will be carrying a taser as standard protective equipment within the next 3 years due to high levels of violence against police. 

The Taser being supplied to all officers, instead of all officers being armed with a firearm, appears to be the best possible strategy in terms of protecting all officers as well as maintaining a good public perception of officers. However, although the College of Policing (2013) describes a taser (CED) as a less lethal option compared to a firearm, the taser does carry some risks. Nina Meyer (2023) has conducted a study on the use of taser with police use shows that there was a report of 18 deaths because of police using taser in the last few years in England and Wales, so this “less lethal weapon” can in fact cause fatalities when it is not supposed too. Another research such as Kirchner (2015) provides the negatives of taser which she states examples of officers using taser for compliance and having poor training. From what Nina Meyer (2023) and Kirchner (2015) state, their negatives to taser are in fact improper use of taser by officers and not the taser itself. 


2.6 Conclusion

In conclusion, a review of academic literature, including news articles, government reports and scholarly research, suggests that there is no clear need for all British police officers being armed. Instead, alternative strategies could better protect officers while maintaining a positive public perception. UK Government (2024) reports show a 16% reduction in the number of firearm specialist trained officers and a 4% decrease in firearms operations where these firearm officers are required. This indicates a declining need for armed officers, let alone for arming all police personnel. 

However, the Police Federation (2022) reports a 22% increase in assaults on police officers, while Brooke (2024) argues for improved personal protective equipment (PPE) and better tools to enhance officers’ safety. Additionally, David (2020) explores public perceptions of armed versus unarmed police, finding that the public feels more comfortable and engaged with unarmed officers. 
The research reveals both positive and negative aspects of the debate. Delving into the middle ground, it seems the most balanced solution to ensuring officer safety while maintaining public trust is to make Tasers (CEDs) mandatory PPE for all officers. 

To answer the question, “Should all police officers carry a sidearm in their day-to-day duties?” the academic research conducted concludes that no, officers do not need to carry sidearms routinely. However, equipping them with Tasers as standard PPE would offer a practical compromise for enhancing safety without affecting public confidence.







Chapter 3: Methodology  

3.1 Introduction 

This section of the dissertation outlines the methodology used to conduct the study and provide supporting evidence. The research aims to address the question, “Should all police officers in the United Kingdom carry a sidearm as part of their regular duties?” To gather data, surveys will be administered to police officers from the South Wales Police Force and members of the public. The primary goal of this data collection is to capture the general opinions and perspectives of both groups on this topic.


3.2 Research Design

To gather data for this study,  a mixed-method approach was used to incorporating both qualitative and quantitative research. The results will be achieved using multiple-choice surveys that will be completed by a selection of unarmed and armed police officers from South Wales Police, as well as members of the public, to capture a full range of perspectives on the research question. This approach ensures input from diverse groups, offering a comprehensive understanding of the issue. 

Saul McLeod (2023) explains that qualitative research involves collection non-numerical data, such as words or images, using methods like interviews, case studies and focus groups. On the other hand, quantitative research focuses on numerical data and is often used to identify patterns or make predictions. According to Saul McLeod (2023), tools like rating scales or closed survey questions generate quantitative data, as responses can be categorised (e.g., “yes”, “no”, “maybe”, or “not sure”)

Survey research, as defined by Schutt (2012, p.160), is “the collection of information from a sample of individuals through their response to question.” This method is particularly effective for obtaining quantitative data and is widely used to gather opinions and experiences, Hassan, (2024). The survey will be developed contains 10 questions designed to explore whether participants believe all British police officers should carry firearms during their routine duties. By including responses from unarmed officers, armed officers, and members of the public, the hope is to incorporate diverse viewpoints. 

To ensure anonymity, the survey will not collect any personal details from participants. Questions for serving police officers will delve into their professional experiences, such as whether they have ever considered needing or using a firearm in specific situations. These will also address related tools, such as tasers. In contrast, the questions for members of the public focused on their perceptions of police officers, offering an alternative perspective to expand on the discussion.



3.3 The Participants 

The participants in my study will include five unarmed response officers, five armed police officers, and five members of the public. These individuals will represent a mix of ages and genders. These three distinct groups will be chosen  to ensure a diverse range of perspectives, as each group brings unique experiences and viewpoints regarding police and firearms. By incorporating opinions from individuals with varying relationships to the subject, the study aims to provide a more comprehensive and in-depth analysis on the topic.



3.4 Ethical Concerns 

One major issue that has been identified is the potential for certain survey questions to bring on potential trauma, particularly among police officers. Some questions address experiences such as being assaulted or having near-miss incidents and inquire about whether the access to a firearm or alternative options (e.g. a TASER) could have made a difference, as well as their thoughts and feelings on these scenarios. 

To address this, a disclaimer at the beginning of the survey to inform participants about the nature of the questions and the possibility of triggering past trauma. Additionally, contact information for TRIM has been provided , a resource officers can access if they experience any distress from the survey content. Steps taken to minimise the risk of trauma by ensuring the questions remain focused on the research topic and avoid prompting participants to delve deeply into potentially traumatic incidents. 

To protect the confidentiality and anonymity of participants, all surveys will be security stored on my passwords-protected work laptop. The survey questions are also carefully worded to avoid exposing any participants identifies  These measures ensure that the data remains secure, and the participants privacy is preserved 


3.6 Summary of the Methodology 

In conclusion, a survey-based approach will be used to gather quantitative data from a range of participants across three groups: unarmed police, armed police (both within South Wales Police), and members of the public. Each group consists of ten participants who provided their opinions on whether they believe all British police officers should be armed with a firearm. 
The research approach was chosen to ensure a balanced perspective from those directly involved in policing as well as from the community. The survey is designed to capture both individual experiences and viewpoints, officering insights into this complex topic. 

Throughout this process,  two key ethical issues have been identified and addressed to safeguard the wellbeing of participants. First, to minimise the risk of triggering past trauma, particularly for police officers and the appropriate measures were put in place. These include providing a clear disclaimer at the beginning of the survey, highlighting the nature of sensitive questions, and offering access to TRIM support services. Secondly, ensure the confidentiality and anonymity of all participants by securely storing the survey data on a password-protected work laptop and designing the survey questions to avoid revealing personal identities. 





4. Chapter Four: Analysis of Results


4.1. Introduction:

The aim of this chapter is to analyse the results from the quantitative data collected, which involved 30 participants across three different groups: armed officers, unarmed police officers from the South Wales Police Force, and 10 members of the public in South Wales. To ensure the most relevant data,  the questionnaires are tailored to suit each groups specific content. 
In this section, it will highlight the key trends and themes from the quantitative data. A more detailed analysis of the findings will be provided in Chapter 5.



4.2: General Opinion on Whether All Police Officers in the United Kingdom Should Be Armed

This section presents the opinions of armed police officers, unarmed police officers, and the members of the public regarding whether all police officers in the United Kingdom should carry firearms. The results are based on responses to question 1 from the questionnaires distributed to each group. These findings are evidenced as Figure 1.

4.2.1. Figure 1 – Do you believe all police officers in the United Kingdom should be armed with a firearm?
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The answers obtained from this question implies that officers that are routinely armed in their day-to-day duties primarily believe that there is no necessity to arm all officers as well as over half of all unarmed police agree as well. However, most of the members of the public that answered the survey question believe that all police should be routinely armed, this could be because most of the members of the public do not have experience with policing and may only be made aware of serious crime via social media and may assume that this sort of crime is what police deal with day-to-day. The members of the public might be assuming police need to be armed because of what they see in the news. 



[bookmark: _Hlk191652359]4.2.2 – Figure 2 – Is there a necessity for all police to be armed with a firearm?

“Q. As a police officer do you see a necessity for all police to be armed?”



The answer from these questions ties in with the previous question and shows that most police officers believe that there is no necessity to arm all officers. This could be because there is not enough serious crime to deem it necessary or proportionate to arm all officers and the risk to officers or members of the public is not that high or frequent enough for all officers to be armed. This ties into current literature reports from the UK Government (2024) which shows that there have only been 2 incidents in 2024 where police in the UK have discharged their firearms as well as a 4% decrease in firearms officers’ operations, this shows that there is not really a necessity for all officers to be armed.


4.3. Armed police: Use of Force 
This theme shows the results of question 5 and 6 of the questionnaire that was given to armed police. These results show the number of times an armed police officer has discharged their firearms and if they have been involved in an incident where they would have used their firearm over their taser. This will be evidenced as figure 3 and 4




[bookmark: _Hlk189195208]4.3.1 Figure 3 – A pie chart which shows the results from where armed police might have used their firearm over their taser


“Q. Has there been a time you would have used your firearm over your taser?”


Again, this figure adds to the previous questions and further implies that there is not a requirement for more officers to be armed, if armed officers are not seeing a need to use their firearms, then there is not really a requirement to arm even more officers.

[bookmark: _Hlk189195534]






4.4. Use of Taser and Assaults on Police Results 

These themes show the results from the armed and unarmed officers within South Wales Police that answered the survey and provides the data of access to taser, use of taser and adds the data regarding assaults on police to provide a wider perspective. This will be evidenced as Figure 5 and Figure 6
4.4.1 – Figure 4: Results relating to taser


This figure indicates that most officers are equipped with taser and shows that less than 50% of these officers have discharged taser. If tasers are not being discharged often then is there a necessity to arm officers with a firearm? These officers were also asked if taser should be equipped from initial training and a high majority of these officers said “yes”, this could imply that there is a high requirement for taser over firearms. This ties in with current literature where the Police Federation (2022) found that there were around 100 officers per day in the UK that were subjected to some form of assault, having officers equipped with a taser could prevent these assaults as the College of Policing (2013) describes that the visibility of a taser can be a deterrent to crime and assaults. 
[bookmark: _Hlk189195589]
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4.4.2 – Figure 5: Results from South Wales assaults on police Q8

“Q. Have you ever been assaulted in your career as a police officer?”



This figure reinforces the previous points where 14/20 officers state that they have been assaulted when carrying out their daily duties, with the police federation (2022) also staying that assaults on police have increased 22% from the year 2023-2024, it is evident that there needs to be some changes to protect police officers in the UK.



[bookmark: _Hlk189195750]4.4.3 – Figure 6: Results from South Wales Police unarmed officers relating to assaults on police and taser

“Q. If you answered yes to being assaulted, would the use of taser of prevented the assault?”


This figure implies that most officers that have been subjected to an assault believe that if they had access to a taser then the assault on them may have been prevented. This reinforces that officers appear to be more in favour of being armed with a taser rather than a firearm. 







4.5 Member of Publics opinion on arming all officers

This theme relates to the South Wales members of the publics opinion on arming all police officers. 








[bookmark: _Hlk189195845]4.5.1 – Figure 7: Results from Members of the Public in South Wales on whether all police officers should be armed with a firearm 

“Q. Should all police be armed with a firearm? If not, why”


This figure gets a perspective from the public’s view and shows that the majority would like to see all police officers armed with a firearm. This could imply that the members of the public would have a positive perception of all officers being armed with a firearm. This goes against current literature, especially from Bradford (2020) who states that from his research the public were most likely to respond negatively to armed officers as members of the public were not accustomed to armed officers. However, if all officers were to be armed and the members of the public saw all officers being armed then they might be accustomed to this, and this could change the perspective overtime. 



4.5.2 – Table one: Publics reasons as to why all officers should not be armed with a firearm 


	[bookmark: _Hlk188964791]Why shouldn’t all police officers be armed with a firearm?

	Participant (Member of Public)
	Reason:

	1
	Some officers may react differently to incidents and could use a firearm without justification 

	2
	Would be a spike in police shootings if more officers have a firearm 

	3
	I believe there is no need for all officers to be armed and believe there should only be specialist units that have firearms due to these units having advanced training in firearms




Analysing this table, it shows that these answers provided by the 3 participants, from the members of the public group, who are against all officers being armed state that their concerns are that if there are more police officers with firearms then there is more likely to be incidents of police shootings. With news outlets reporting on police shooting incidents, the public might feel less safe because of these incidents, this is why members of the public might be less positive to the idea of arming all officers.






[bookmark: _Hlk189195907]4.5.3 – Figure 8: Results from Members of the public in South Wales on their safety relating to arming all police officers 

“Q. Would you feel safer with all officers being armed with a firearm?”



















[bookmark: _Hlk189195927]4.5.4 – Figure 9: Results from members of the public in South Wales on their safety with all officers being armed with a taser


“Q. Would you feel safer or less safe with all officers being armed with a taser?”


This figure shows that 80% of the members of the public feel safer for all officers to be armed with a taser. Comparing this to only 55% of the public feeling safer with all officers being armed with a firearm, it is clear to see that most of the public would rather officers be equipped with tasers then firearms as tasers are a much less lethal option as stated by the College of Policing (2013).


5. Chapter Five: Findings and Conclusion

5.1 Introduction 

In analysing the quantitative data obtained through surveys that have been shown in the previous chapter, several themes emerged that align with existing literature, while others present conflicting evidence. These findings provide a balanced perspective, supporting both positive and negative arguments in response to the question. This section will critically compare the results of my research with the literature discussed in Chapter 2, exploring any identified themes in depth. 

Regarding the question, “Should all police officers carry a sidearm in their day-to-day duties?”, he majority of police officers are opposed to the idea. However, 60% of the public express support for arming all officers, highlighting a significant differential in perspectives that requires further investigation.


[bookmark: _Hlk189195997]5.2 Theme One – Public Perception on arming all police officers 

Through my research, one of the first themes identified was the increasing public demand for all police officers to be armed. Compared to current statistics and the number of armed officers, there appears to be a genuine operational need to arm all officers. 

The results from my survey, as evidenced in figure 1, indicate that 60% of the public in South Wales support the idea of arming all police officers with firearms. This demand may largely stem from public perception and not from inside policing knowledge. Figure 8 highlights one key reason behind this support to arm officers and that is that 60% of respondents believe that they would feel significantly safer if all officers were armed.

However, figure 9 reveals an interesting contrast. While the public supports greater safety measures, 80% of respondents from the public group indicated they would feel safer if officers were equipped with tasers rather than firearms. This aligns with findings from Bradford (2020), who observed that the public generally responds less positively to armed police compared to unarmed officers. Bradford (2020) also noted that the presence of firearms in specialist armed units caused minimal impact on public perception, suggesting that this approach may strike a balance between safety and public reassurance.  


[bookmark: _Hlk189196017]5.3 Theme Two – Examining Assault Rates and Perspectives on Arming Police 

During my research, I aimed to find the percentage of surveyed police officers who have experienced an assault. According to the Police Federation (2022), there was an increase of 22% in assaults against police officers between 2022 and 2023 as stated in Chapter 2. Their survey also revealed that 60% of respondents reported being assaulted at some point in their career. This aligns with my findings in figure 5 that highlights that 70% of officers who completed the questionnaire have also been assaulted at least once during their career.

This data shows the high percentage of assaults on officers, National Statistics (2024) further supports this concern, reporting a rise in weapon-related offences, with 22,167 incidents resulting in serious injuries. These statistics highlight the pressing need for officers to be equipped with appropriate personal protection equipment, or potentially firearms, to safeguard themselves and the public. 

Chapter 4.5 explores public perceptions on mandating all officers to carry a firearm. This section shifts focus to the perspective of police officers themselves. Analysis of Figure 1 reveals that 80% of armed officers oppose of the idea of mandating firearms for all officers, while 60% of unarmed officers share the same way. Additionally Figure 2 indicates that 85% of surveyed officers believe there is no necessity for all officers to be armed, advocating instead for firearms to remain a tool reserved for specialist roles


[bookmark: _Hlk189196047]5.4 Theme Three – Perhaps arming all officers with taser is more suitable 

Theme three examines alternative methods for protecting officers and members of the public while maintain a positive public perception of police officers. Through quantitative research, a notable trend emerged. Most officers believed that having all police officer equipped with a taser would be more effective in today’s policing climate. According to figures, 90% of surveyed officers stated that equipping them with tasers from initial training, rather than firearms, would be a more reasonable approach. 

Figure 5  also shows the 70% of  officers that answered yes to being assaulted in their career, 87% of them would not have used a firearm to prevent their assault as it would not have been justified to use deadly force and 13% are not sure. Figure 6 shows that 10 out of 14 surveyed officers that have been assaulted state that if they had access to a taser then they would not have been assaulted.

The College of Policing (2013) supports this, suggesting that tasers enhanced offices safety whilst upholding public trust in the police. Tasers could also serve as a deterrent against assaults on officers, addressing the rising trend such as incidents without the need to arm police with firearms. 

During the research, armed officers were asked if they had ever discharged their firearms. As shown in figures, 80% of respondents indicated that they had not, while 20% chose not to answer. This suggests that most surveyed armed officers have never needed to use their firearms. This perspective aligns with recent data from the UK Government (2024), which reported a decline in armed police operations from 17,589 in 2023 to 16,778 in 2024. 

Additionally, Clark (2024) highlights a 16% decrease in the number of armed police officers in the UK. These trends, combined with the findings that most armed officers do not see a need to arm all officers, reinforces the argument that all officers should not be armed with a firearm and should remain as a specialist role. With decreasing numbers of armed officers and operations, there appears to be little justification for general arming of police officers.


5.5 Conclusion 

In conclusion, having analysed three key themes from Chapter Four that provides further insight into the question “Should all Police officers carry a sidearm in their day-to-day duties?”

Theme one explores public perception regarding the arming of all officers. Survey data reveals that over 60% of the public supports arming all police officers with firearms, with 60% of these respondents stating they would feel significantly safer. However, 80% of the public did state on Figure 12 that they would prefer to see all officers with a taser rather than a firearm which aligns with what Bradford (2020) states when looking into public perception of armed police. Bradford (2020) argues that arming all police officers could negatively impact public trust in the police within the United Kingdom, raising the questions about the implications of arming all police.

Theme Two examines the increasing number of assaults on police officers. Over 70% of surveyed officers reported to have been assaulted at some point in their career, and research by the Police Federation (2022) shows that over 60% of officers are assaulted annually. Despite this, approximately 80% of surveyed officers opposed the idea of routinely carrying firearms. This suggests that while violence against police is a critical issue, many officers themselves do not view firearms as the solution. Instead, this raises the question of whether alternative measures could enhance officer safety without the need for sidearms.

Theme Three considers the use of tasers as a potential compromise. The research indicates that 90% of officers are more supportive of equipping all police with tasers rather than firearms. Furthermore, 70% of officers who have been assaulted stated that having a taser might have prevented the assault. Whereas carrying a firearm would likely not have changed the outcome, as the use of deadly force would not have been justified. The College of Policing (2013) also advocates for the use of tasers, arguing that they enhance officer safety while simultaneously increasing public confidence. Based on this evidence, the deployment of taser appears to be more reasonable and effective solution. 

To conclude, after conducting a thorough investigation into the question “Should all police officers carry a sidearm in their day-to-day duties?” my answer is no. The evidence does not indicate a necessity for every officer to carry a sidearm. However, both current research and my findings strongly suggests that all officers should be equipped with a taser. This approach not only enhances officer safety but also fosters a more positive public perception of the police force.














Chapter 6: Limitations and Recommendations:

This part of the dissertation will be detailing the limitations of the research conducted and will offer what recommendations for further research that can provide more insight into the topic question

6.1 Limitations:

The limitations identified during the research was to get an understanding of whether arming all police is required or not, would be to ask numerous officers and members of the public in the United Kingdom. The research conducted was focused on officers in South Wales Police and members of the public in the South Wales area. The research could only be conducted by South Wales Police officers and members of the public because of time and resource limitations. There was no capacity to interview and survey officers from every force in the UK and members of the public in every region of the UK due to not having the resources to complete this in the required time.

6.2 Recommendations: 

A recommendation for if there was to be further research conducted on this topic then surveys could be carried out nationwide to officers and members of the public to not only get a South Wales communities’ point of view but a point of view from every region in the UK to get a definitive answer. Places like London and Manchester will have a much higher crime rate and much higher need for officers to be armed when comparing to Cardiff / South Wales, so further research with other areas of the UK will provide a better answer to whether arming all police officers is essential.
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Chapter 8: Appendices 

8.1. Survey Questions Introduction

This final part of the dissertation will provide the survey questions asked to the groups of participants and their answers.



8.1.1. Survey questions asked to Firearms officers 




































8.1.2. Survey questions asked to Unarmed Officers


























8.1.3. Survey questions asked to the Public




If so why: 3 answers 





	Why shouldn’t all police officers be armed with a firearm?

	Participant (Member of Public)
	Reason:

	1
	Some officers may react differently to incidents and could use a firearm without justification 

	2
	Would be a spike in police shootings if more officers have a firearm 

	3
	I believe there is no need for all officers to be armed and believe there should only be specialist units that have firearms due to these units having advanced training in firearms
















Should all police be armed with a firearm? 	
Yes: 3	No: 17	3	17	

Question 3: Has there been a time you would have used your firearm over your taser? 	
Yes: 3	No: 6	Do not want to answer	3	6	0	

Armed Police	Do you have access to Taser?	Have you discharged Taser?	Do you believe all officers should be equipped with a Taser from Initial Training?	10	6	7	Unarmed Police	Do you have access to Taser?	Have you discharged Taser?	Do you believe all officers should be equipped with a Taser from Initial Training?	5	2	8	Column1	Do you have access to Taser?	Have you discharged Taser?	Do you believe all officers should be equipped with a Taser from Initial Training?	



As a police officer have you ever been assaulted?	
Yes: 14	No: 6	14	6	

With regards to the previous question, do you believe the use of taser would of prevented the assault?	

Yes: 10	No: 4	10	4	

As a member of the public, do you believe that all police officers in the UK should be armed with a  firearm?	60%
30%

Yes: 6	No: 3	Unsure	6	3	0	

As a member of the public, would you feel safer or less safer with the presence of all police officers being armed with a firearm?	
Safer: 6	Less Safer: 3	Unsure	6	3	1	

As a member of the public would you feel safe or less safe with all officers being armed with a taser?	
Safer: 8	Less Safe: 2	8	2	


As a current armed police officer, do you have access to a taser, if so have you ever dishcarged the taser at an individual?	
Yes and Yes	Yes and No	No and No	No and Yes	3	2	0	0	


As a current armed police officer, do you believe that all police officers in the UK should be armed with a firearm?	
Yes	No	1	4	


As a police officer, do you see a need for all officers to be armed?	
Yes	No	3	17	


As a current armed police officer, do you believe that all officers should be equipped with a taser from initial training?	
Yes	No	7	3	


As a current armed police officer, have you ever been invovled in an incident where you might of discharged your firearm over your taser?	Yes	No	Do not want to answer	3	6	0	


As a current armed police officer, have you ever discharged your firearm or know of an officer who has discharged a firearm at a live incident?	Yes	No	Do not want to answer	0	8	2	


Have you ever been assaulted in your career? 	
Yes	No	7	3	


As a response officer, do you believe that all officers should be armed with a firearm?	Yes	No	Unsure	4	6	1	


As a response officer, do you carry taser and have you ever discharged taser?	
Yes and Yes	Yes and No	No and Yes	No and No	2	3	0	5	


As a response officer, do you believe that all officers should be armed with a taser from initial training?	
Yes	No	Unsure	7	1	1	


As a response officer, have you ever been in an incident where you believe you were at such a risk that you would have benefited from having a firearm?	Yes	No	Maybe	Unsure	0	7	1	2	


As a response officer, have you ever been assaulted and would you have used a firearm to prevent the assault?	
Yes and Yes	Yes and No	No and No	Do not want to answer	0	7	2	1	


With regards to the previous question, do you believe the use of taser would of prevented the assault?	

Yes	No	Maybe	Unsure	7	2	1	0	


Do you believe that firearms should only be issued to specialist teams such as AROs?	Yes	No	Unsure	8.1999999999999993	3	1	


As a member of the public, do you have any concerns with all police officers being armed with a firearm?	Yes	No	2	6	


As a member of the public, would you feel safer or less safer with the presence of all police officers being armed with a firearm?	
Safer	Less Safer	Unsure	6	3	2	

Armed Police	
Opinion on if all officers should be armed 	If officers have been assaulted before	If officers have access to taser	2	7	10	Unarmed Police	
Opinion on if all officers should be armed 	If officers have been assaulted before	If officers have access to taser	4	9	5	Members of the Public 	
Opinion on if all officers should be armed 	If officers have been assaulted before	If officers have access to taser	6	
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