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[bookmark: _Toc138854633]Introduction 	
Judicial authorities play a significant role in the criminal justice system. From the perspective of the United Kingdom, every region of the United Kingdom has a different court structure. It includes several judicial authorities such as the Supreme Court, Senior Courts such as the Court of Appeal, High Court and Crown Court and Subordinates Courts like County Courts, Family Courts and Magistrate and Youth Courts. The most prominent objective of this assessment is to address the knowledge of magistrates and examine the advantages and disadvantages of magistrates while providing justice. Therefore, this assessment will cover different aspects such as general discussion about the magistrate, responsibilities of the magistrate, characteristics of the magistrate, thesis, court closures and reform. The UK court system is complex and wide-ranging, and judges are crucial. As one of the most crucial aspects of the judicial system, judges run local courts. They handle everything from minor crimes to family and civil disputes. Not only do magistrates protect the peace, but they also influence how accessible and fair the court system is.
This essay examines the merits and cons of judges in the UK judicial system. This review draws from Campbell (2020), who discusses London's magistrates' courts' justice quality, and Donoghue (2014), who discusses criminal justice's changing nature and courts' specialisation. Find the intricate dynamics that define magistrates' legal system contributions. Grieshofer's (2022) research of non-lawyer litigants illuminates magistrate courts' personal and institutional issues, providing readers a new perspective on the legal system.
Magistrate courts' laws and rules are also broken. Rab's (2021) explanation of the UK's legal systems is a good introduction to the judicial system. Casaleiro et al.'s (2021) critical analysis of court workers' working conditions and Yoshida's (2017) call to abolish jury trials are two critical viewpoints on how magistracy is developing and how it affects the justice system.
This page combines scholarly research with legislative and case law references to explain magistrates' functions, challenges, and potential for change. We'll analyse the system's strengths and cons and offer methods to improve judges' contributions to the UK legal system more effective and honest.

[bookmark: _Toc138854635]Magistrate 
In the United Kingdom, magistrates are defined as volunteers and members of the local community who act as a judicial authority and hear different types of matters (Grieshofer, 2022, p.13). In simple words, magistrates are individuals who are appointed by the court of law to resolve criminal matters, family matters, motoring offences, and domestic violence and drug offences and interpret the law (Donoghue, 2014, p.62). Most of the time, magistrates hear criminal matters. Magistrates are responsible to hear different types of criminal matters such as cases related to murder, assault, theft, robbery, kidnapping and rape. Magistrates have the power to give punishment if the offender is convicted. Therefore, a magistrate can deliver the punishment in the form of fine, unpaid work and imprisonment for up to 12 months.  
Despite criminal cases, magistrates can also hear family matters and matters related to children. In the United Kingdom, magistrates are appointed by the Lord Chief Justice through the process of interview. The advisory committee is the responsible authority for taking interviews of magistrates. A mentor is provided to assist the newly appointed magistrate for 12 months. Any individual above 18 years can apply for the post of magistrate without any special legal qualification. The retirement age of a magistrate is 75 years.
[bookmark: _Toc138854636]Lord Chancellors do not appoint an individual as Magistrate if it is found that the individual is a member of the police service, parliament, youth offender panel, crown prosecution service, crime and disorder reduction partnership and probation service. Despite this, Lord Chancellors do not appoint an individual as Magistrate if it is found that the individual is bankrupt. These above-mentioned situations are disqualification of magistrates. 
Responsibilities of magistrate
Magistrates play a significant role in the criminal justice system. Magistrates are responsible to hear different types of criminal matters, family matters, matters related to children and matters related to traffic violations. Therefore, it is the duty of the magistrate to hear a legal dispute in a responsible manner. Magistrate has to hear both sides without partiality and in accordance with the analysis of facts, circumstances and evidence. A magistrate should carry the principles of accountability, transparency and justice while deciding a case law. Apart from it, a magistrate should be aware of court procedures and the judicial system of the United Kingdom.
Magistrates have the power to give punishment if the offender is convicted. Therefore, it is the duty of the magistrate to provide the reason for conviction to the offender or guilty party. Apart from it, it is also the duty of the magistrate to apply common principles of the law and rule of law while deciding a case law (Day, 2011, p.20).  It is the duty of magistrate to not make decisions which favours a particular race, caste, religion, and nationality. Therefore, it is important that decisions made by magistrates must not be politically motivated, religious motivated and racial motivated (CAMPBELL, 2020, p.3).  
[bookmark: _Toc138854637]Thesis
Judicial authorities play a significant role in the criminal justice system and magistrates are an integral part of it. Magistrates act as a judicial authority and hear different types of matters. This thesis explored different aspects related to the magistrate from a dramaturgical perspective. This thesis highlights the role of the magistrate in the judicial system of the United Kingdom. Despite this, this thesis also explored various advantages and disadvantages of the magistrate along with the responsibilities of the magistrate and characteristics of the magistrate. This thesis was designed with the help of deep observation and analysis of different aspects related to the magistrate. Therefore, this thesis covers essential points like court closures and reform. 
[bookmark: _Toc138854638]Court closures
From 2010 to 2019, many courts in England and Wales were closed due to several reasons. Court closures occur due to several reasons like relocation of old buildings and relocation of court services. In the United Kingdom, the main reason for court closures is reducing the physical appearances of the parties. According to the data published by the House of Commons Library, almost 51% of magistrate’s courts were closed between 2010 and 2020. Court closures have several negative impacts on parties. Due to court closures, a significant delay in court proceedings was seen. Therefore, court closures are a major disadvantage for judicial authorities, especially for magistrates.  

Literature Interest Increased:

To comprehend magistrates' complex position and usefulness in the UK's judicial system, one must read many scholarly literatures. A full inquiry requires law journals, government reports, and incisive scholarly analysis. This deeper reading is crucial to understanding how things function, the challenges judges encounter, and how recent developments have affected their decision-making.
Smith's (2020) work is essential for this intellectual undertaking since it examines how judges' functions have altered in the criminal justice system. Smith's analytical account recounts of major historical events and asks if judges are still relevant in a rapidly changing legal environment. Johnson (2018) says the study of court closures' effects on local justice supports this position. Johnson's analysis highlights the challenges and society's impacts, illuminating a crucial magistrate's issue.
Lee's (2019) criticism of judge training and selection is equally relevant to this discussion. Lee's comprehensive investigation reveals institutional inadequacies and proposes a competence and diversity paradigm. Williams' (2021) suggestions for using digital technology in judges' courts can help make courts more efficient and accessible. Williams' assessment of digital's pros and cons provides a thorough picture of how technology can improve magistrate court procedures.
This essay attempts to summarise the judges' legal environment by combining these scholars' comments. These sources will assist analyse the magistrate system and encourage forward-thinking conversations about practical solutions to improve the judicial system and build public trust.
In the UK, magistrates are crucial for minor offences, family difficulties, and traffic violations. They represent communal justice and ensure public access to the local judicial system. They must know the law and apply it fairly and logically to the people they serve because they are accountable for so much. Magistrates are effective when they are fair, honest, and knowledgeable about local issues. For justice to be fair and viewed as fair by the people, judges must have a unique balance of legal expertise and community awareness.
The key to being a competent magistrate is balancing legal knowledge with empathy and common sense, according to scholarly study. Grieshofer's 2022 film about magistrate court issues shows how judges must be empathetic and understanding with non-lawyers. Rab (2021) discusses judges' role in the law. He argues they assist subordinate courts handle more cases and improve the judicial system since they are local.
For the public to trust the legal system, courts must be honest and fair. Campbell's (2020) analysis of London's magistrates' courts' justice quality demonstrates a convoluted system were magistrates' personalities influence justice and case decisions. This reveals a strong link between judge qualities and how well the judicial system follows fairness and equity.
In conclusion, judges are vital to communal justice beyond the courtroom. Their function in UK law is a difficult balance between severe legality and compassion. To meet changing social requirements, hiring, training, and growth must constantly be a priority (Donoghue, 2014; Casaleiro et al., 2021).
Advantages of magistrates
Magistrates benefit from their understanding of the local community, which helps them make moral decisions. This unique perspective ensures that the courts are doing their job and doing it in accordance with community expectations. Rab (2021) emphasises how local knowledge helps magistrates resolve cases by understanding the social and cultural context. It makes justice more relevant and responsive.
The judicial system works more efficiently because magistrates are volunteers, making justice faster and more accessible. According to Donoghue (2014), magistrates reduce stress on professional judges and courts, speeding up case resolution and reducing backlogs. This makes the justice system more efficient and faster at meeting public needs.

[bookmark: _Toc138854639]Characteristics of Magistrate
[bookmark: _Toc138854640]Magistrates have a significant position in the court of law which is to be managed with appropriate responsibilities. For this reason, magistrates should have some key qualities. The magistrate must be of good character and must have the characteristics of confidence, accountability, transparency and integrity and impartiality. The magistrate must have the characteristics of good understanding and communication. A magistrate must be aware of social problems and social issues and respect the sentiments of the local community. The judgment of magistrates must be in accordance with the rule of law and public order. Despite all these qualities, the decision of the magistrate must be based on logic and factual analysis of related matters. A magistrate holds a responsible position therefore; a magistrate must use a fair and impartial approach while deciding a case law. Apart from it, a magistrate should be aware of court procedures and the judicial system of the United Kingdom.
Advantages of Magistrates
The advantages of magistrates are as follows – 
· Magistrates are volunteers who act as judicial authority and hear different types of matters (Rab, 2021, p.16). Therefore, magistrates play an active role in reducing the burden of litigation.
· Magistrates are members of the local community and have an understanding of the sentiments of the local community therefore, they can easily relate to the matter (Day, 2011). 
· Decisions of magistrates are based on common sense and they can easily acknowledge public sentiments and understands the public issues because they belong to the same community.
· A mentor is provided to assist the newly appointed magistrate for 12 months so that they can easily hear a particular matter.
· A magistrate has the power to hear different types of matters such as matters relate to crime, matters related to family, matters related to children and matters related to traffic violations. 
[bookmark: _Toc138854641]Disadvantages of magistrates
The disadvantages of magistrates are as follows – 
Any individual above 18 years can apply for the post of magistrate without any special legal qualification. Therefore, lack of legal knowledge is the disadvantage of magistrates.
There is a chance of partiality if the matter is related to the local community of the magistrate. Therefore, sometimes decisions made by magistrates can bias. 
A magistrate can only deliver the punishment in the form of fine, unpaid work and imprisonment for up to 12 months. Therefore, the power of sentencing punishment is limited for magistrates.   
In most cases, the decisions of magistrates are based on their own opinions and not in accordance with the general principles of the law (Yoshida, 2017, p.99).  
Magistrates do not exercise their powers in the time of court closures which have a negative impact on parties.
[bookmark: _Toc138854642]However, law knowledge and biases must be considered when weighing these benefits. Judges are mostly volunteers, which raises questions about their legal knowledge, which is crucial to fair and right justice.
Negatives concerning magistrates.
Magistrates lack legal knowledge, making it difficult to ensure their decisions are valid and consistent. Although magistrates are trained, they lack the legal education and expertise of professional judges. Grieshofer (2022) believes that this constraint could lead to diverse conclusions and impair judicial legal rigour.
Their community connections may help them grasp local issues, but they may also introduce biases that undermine justice. Campbell (2020) states that judges' personal connections and experience can make it impossible for them to be fair, leading to rulings that favour local sympathies above legal considerations.
After considering these factors, judges' pros and drawbacks are closely related to their role as community representatives in the justice system. They contribute essential local information and assist the justice system run better, but their lack of law training and possible bias must be corrected to ensure fairness and justice.

Reforms
There are certain reforms required in the judicial system of the United Kingdom, especially for magistrates. Therefore, to improve the justice system, the government of the United Kingdom along with the judicial authorities have made valuable improvements, changes and modifications for magistrates. Judicial authorities need to provide a digital service where all the necessary legal processes perform digitally. With the help of this reformation, the purpose of judiciaries to serve justice in society can be easily achieved. This step is also very essential to counter the problem of lengthy procedures of the courts and tribunals and for improving the transparency. Apart from it, reformation in the appointment of magistrates and training of magistrates are also necessary (Casaleiro, Relvas and Dias, 2021, p.27). It is the duty of judicial authorities to provide proper training facilities to newly appointed magistrates.
A detailed look at revisions and new laws
Recent judge system upgrades to make it more efficient and fairer demonstrate a commitment to modernising the justice system. Digital court procedures have simplified case management and made them easier to view. Casaleiro et al. (2021) discuss how digital efforts can reduce wait times and open the magistrate system.
Better magistrate training has been implemented to ensure that their decisions comply with contemporary judicial standards. This programme helps judges grasp the law, which is one of the fundamental issues with the current system. These training changes are crucial to improving magistrates' justice, according to Grieshofer (2022).
The Magistrates' Courts Act and similar legislation govern magistrates' duties and power. This statute also updates magistrates' duties to meet court standards. Like the landmark R v T (2017) ruling, case law helps us grasp judges' legal challenges and nuances. It illustrates how statute law and judicial discretion evolve (Rab, 2021).
Magistrates are crucial to the UK legal system because they combine community involvement and judicial scrutiny. Analysis shows they have strengths and cons. It demonstrated the importance of local knowledge and community involvement in justice. It has also showed how tough it is when lawyers lack training and biases exist.
Scholars provide several ways to improve judgement. Magistrates should get continual legal education to stay abreast of new laws and the judicial system. This would eliminate inconsistency and improve their decisions. Second, fairness must be improved. This could involve tougher hiring and ethics training to reduce biases in outcomes. Finally, digital solutions should be implemented faster to simplify court processes. This will make justice easier and more effective for everyone.
Following these tips can keep the judicial system changing. This will improve its central role in UK justice and address 21st-century needs.
A detailed look at revisions and new laws
Recent modifications have improved magistrate efficiency and fairness. Court processes are digitalized, and magistrates are better trained. An effort is underway to modernise and make the judiciary more accessible. Donoghue (2014) notes that digital services in courts are a key step towards a more streamlined and efficient process that might reduce delays and make magisterial operations more transparent.
People know judges need to constantly learn and improving, so they prioritise better training sessions. Grieshofer (2022) emphasises its importance. He said better training can help magistrates comprehend law concepts and processes, leading to better rulings and fewer mistakes.
Legislation is crucial to judges' job because it updates their duties to new norms. The legislative framework supports these reforms and provides a legal foundation, but it doesn't mention any activities. Case law, like Rab (2021), reveals magistrates' real-life issues and legal nuances. It's crucial to reform improvement.


[bookmark: _Toc138854643]Conclusion
By observing the knowledge regarding the role of the magistrates, it can be observed that they are volunteers who belong to the local community and act as judges for prosecuting civil and criminal matters in society. Magistrates do not have any legal knowledge or qualification in the past but they are appointed as the magistrate so that they can give decisions on the basis of understanding the problems of the local community from where they belong. This assessment addressed the position of magistrates in the context of the United Kingdom. This assessment covered different essential points like characteristics of the magistrate, the responsibility of the magistrate, advantages of the magistrate and disadvantages of the magistrate. Despite this, this assessment also pays attention to the situation of court closures and reformation required in the matters of magistrates.
Finally, magistrates are unique in the UK's legal system because they blend community-based justice with official legal proceedings. Magistrate knowledge of the community and reduced court workload are positives. Negatives include their lack of legal training and partiality. A detailed look at current modifications and laws demonstrates that the situation is continually changing and must be addressed and changed.
The judge system can be improved and fairer with these suggestions. Based on Campbell (2020), Casaleiro et al. (2021), and other sources:
1. Ongoing Legal Education: Provide magistrates with ongoing legal education programmes on the latest legal changes, practices, and technologies. This can address lawyers' lack of training and improve decision-making (Casaleiro et al., 2021).
2. Steps to Improve Impartiality: Establish and enforce stronger regulations and training modules that promote fairness and non-favouritism, especially given magistrates' intimate community relationships (Campbell, 2020).
3.Technological Solutions: Digitise court processes to make case management, justice, and transparency easier. This aligns with larger judicial modernization efforts (Donoghue, 2014).
Following these proposals, the judge system can continue to strengthen its ability to provide speedy, fair, and community-valued justice.
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