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Assessment one is based on Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) which states that all children shall have the right to an education and that education should be freely available and accessible. The act continues to say that education shall be on the development of the whole person and will engage the understanding of friendship of all races, ethnicity, genders, it will be a global awareness and this shall be under the United Nations of peace. Article 26 also includes the parents and how they have the right to choose which education their child should attend, Moon (2015). However there are many barriers to global education such as culture, religion, poverty and gender. In the assignment I will be discussing the obstacles, mainly focussing on gender and how this can become a struggle for children in Africa to become educated. An analysis outlook between Africa and the United Kingdom (UK) will establish the barriers and how different and similar these two countries are. The assignment will critically discuss the barriers and will be all linked to the UDHR Article 26, references from other articles, policies and codes such as the United Nation Charter for the Rights of a Child (UNCRC), United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC).
Although the there are many policies and documentation on the right of a child, especially concerning education, there are many differences between countries and how they manage their education systems. Below are some statistics on the differences and similarities between Africa and the United Kingdom (UK). 
	Subject.
	West Africa (Gmbia)
	Wales

	Average class size
	40 - 60
	25

	Teaching Assistants
	0
	Ratio 1 : 15

	Cost of attending school
	Local Government make a small contribution to schooling, however a payment is made from parents.
	Free

	Free school Meals
	No
	Yes

	Academic Year
	January to December
	September to July

	www.thesouthafrican.com (2018)

	Population
	2.039 million
	3.063 million

	Children attending school
	182,627
	466,508

	School life expectancy
	7.4 years
	18 years for male
17 years for female

	Interventions within school
	None
	Guided Reading
Rapid Reading
Rapid Maths
Toe by Toe
Nurture rooms
Well-being groups
Individual activities 
(to name  a few)

	Welfare of children
	Supported by outside agencies
NGO – Non Governmental Organisation
CSO –Civil Society organisations
UNICEF

	Education Welfare Officer
CAHMS- Child Adult mental health Services
TAF – Team around the Family
Referrals
NHS-National Health Services
Social Services
Local Authority interventions

	Signed to theUNCRC
	Yes
	Yes

	Average cost per month for one child to attend primary school.
	£78.00
	£469.00

	
	www.accessgambia(2009-2018)
	www.gov.wales (2018)



As you can read from the table, The Gambia, which has been focussed in these records, mainly relies on organisations to help with the running costs, welfare, and resources for children to attend school and in Wales; it is relied on the Local Government and Local Authority (LA). Thakur, A. S. (1969) records the history of the education in the Gambia, 1903 became the time when most missions were relied upon to provide education for children, then in 1882 the governments started to take control of the education and it was not until 1903 – 1946 Education Act did the government become an authority in Gambia. In 1990 The Education for All movement (EFA), had an aim of 6 goals to support and further more in 2000, the international committee pledged that all children receive free education especially in essential life skills as well as that of literacy and numeracy, Winthrop (2011). Winthrop takes this further by saying that the Millennium Development Goals (MDG), which are known as the EFA wanted to increase the enrolment of all children into school, whether rich urban or poor urban.  The ACRWC in 1990 is the document arranged by the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACERWC) and is another option as a substitute to the UNCRC and as Creagan and Cuthbert (2014), the difference is on culture, as the African Article 31 states that children should have responsibilities towards their families and society depending on age and ability, however the Global rights of the UNCRC states that children do need to show respect, nonetheless are not committed to be in a position where they have to work for the cohesion of the family. Again looking back into the history of both the British and the African’s charters, it seems as though Africa has still not accepted one charter, and that keeping their traditions and cultures within their own documentation is protecting them somehow and yet children are children wherever you are in the world and all should be treated with the respect they deserve also.
The UDHR was adopted in 1948 and although was not a legally binding document, it was to state a fundamental right in society and that recognition was to be on a global scale, Osler, (2003). The articles were to put in place as a fundamental right for all people and that everyone would promote the development of friendly relations between countries Ohchr.org (2018). The UDHR became a documentation that the whole world could  take advice from and this was to improve relations between nations, recognise human rights between men and women and for all people to have the freedom to respect and become understanding of these rights. Article 26 refers to three sections - education, rights of freedom to raise understanding of friendships and tolerance and the third statement is how parents have the right to decide where their child will be educated and how. Everyone has the right to Education, although the UDHR documentation was produced in 1948, the right to education dates back to 1944, when in the UK it became compulsory for all children to attend school, Gearon, (2013). It was then the educational setting had to change their way of teaching and their provisions to accommodate all children. This was mainly for Special Educational Needs (SEN), however the thought process was already moving forward. The UDHR was on a global scale, members of the United Nations, which then included United Kingdom, Australia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Ethiopia and 46 other countries, this was recorded in 1945, another recording in 2011 counted 193 countries involved. Many African countries joined in between these years, with Gambia in 1965 and the Guinea Bissau in 1974, www.un.org (2018).  Eleanor Roosevelt captured global awareness when the Commission of Human Rights was formed alongside the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), which involved 54 members of the United Nations (UN), this was to deal with human rights internationally and to provide united achievement to raise a sustainable world, Flowers (2018). This is not a law abiding contract however it is in use by over 180 countries and is seen as a customary international law, where it is in the countries interest to understand and adhere too, to become a more peaceful and respectful world Shiman (1993). Celebrating diversity, this is how King (1991), describes learning about cultures and races and how children, looking past their sociocultural background, should be learning and be educated. For 70 years the UDHR has been advocating freedom and justice to all and on February 28th 2018 John Fisher explained how the UDHR has been infolding, but also reflects on the issues still needed to be raised today, such issues include should be how there is no need for second class citizens or for LGBT to be beaten up because of their gender, for women to still be subject to the sex trade and immigrants left at boarders with nowhere to go. More importantly at the end of his speech he raises the question to the panel if they see any other challenges and how ‘we’ can work together to erase these challenges, Fisher (2018). It is about working together in adulthood and more importantly in education, where the future is in our children’s hands, which are growing up in this world and need to be taught on worldwide and home issues, to make it a safer and a friendlier environment for them to discover and broaden their horizons.
The UDHR agreement is worldwide as is the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child (UNCRC), which is supported by United Nations International children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) and whose main aims are to ensure children are protected against harm, whether it be war, illness or exploitation. UNICEF also has an effect on policies and laws to safeguard children and safeguard their rights which are up held and so came in the Rights of a child charter. Similarly alike the UDHR document Articles 2, 14, 13, 28 and 29 all state that all children have the right to know their rights, the right to a good education, right for parents to help with religion, the right to learn about the environment and making decisions such as beliefs, right and wrongs, respect of others and the right to discover new affairs, matters or ideas in a way the best they can, through play, drawing or another skill. The difference between the UDHR conduct and the UNCRC is that the UDHR has condensed these 5 five rights into one. In 1976 the British society brought in a new Act, The Race Relations Act, this became a law and it was prohibited to discriminate anybody because of race, citizenship, gender, national origins or skin colour. However the Race Relation Act is down to the outcome and consequence of the behaviour and not the teaching, the need of why we should not be acting in such a way, the motives for such behaviours is not a concern, Lindon, J. (1999). This act was related to the British population, in Africa nevertheless, an African Charter was formed from the African Commission of Human and People’s Rights in 1987, although a protocol of the charter did not come into fruition until January 25th 2005, www.achpr.org(2018), this charter existed to take into account local cultures, beliefs, economic, social and politic views, Kaime (2009). Did there need to be yet another charter explaining human rights, behaviours to each other? For now we have a British and an African Charter, as well as the UDHR and the UNCRC, although the latter is mainly focussed towards children. Hicks and Holden (2007) write their theory on identity and how people like to have their own individuality, for it provides them with a sense of self-worth and power and keeping their own traditions sacred. Reading the articles of the African Charter they are very similar to that of the UDHR, For example every human has the right to education in Article 16 in the African Charter and in Article 26 in the UDHR, everyone has the right to freedom, Article 18 in the UDHR and 22 in the African Charter is regarding the freedom to religion, beliefs, social and cultural and personal development., taken from   www.achpr.org(2018) and www.achpr.org(2018). However one observation in the African Charter is that many of the Articles are subject to law and that is defined by the President of the country, whom until recently, was a corrupt Yahya Jammeh, who refused to step down until 2017 after 22 years of being in office. President Yahya Jammeh used to claim he could cure aids and was a ruthless leader, www.bbcnews (2017). Therefore it could be understandable why, a country like the Gambia, may choose to have their own charter for then it could be moulded to how the heads of state require it too, to keep in tradition; however the UDHR articles are neutral and worldwide.
One such area which has been a battle for both Britain and Africa is gender equality. It was in Britain, before the 1900’s, when working class children could attend school, females could only be taught the skill of sewing for example. In the late nineteenth century  to early twentieth century, girls could start to learn more domestic roles and could even gain extra classes in the evenings for the, then, Three R’s, Reading, Writing and Arithmetic. However to learn any other skill as a mechanic, was certainly prohibited area. The time leading up to 1945, was the war period, now women were seen as nurses and education took a back seat. An interesting read by Purvis (2008) who mentions in her history of Wales account, how one man named John had said that Wales was the Land of my Fathers, and so women should stick to the domestic duties, however this was soon to be turned around, when the Education Act of 1944 came into fruition and recorded that girls were receiving higher grades than the boys. Fennell and Arnot, (2009) speak about how women and gender issues have changed throughout the course of history and how women make connections with each other, talking and exchanging cultural attitudes across the globe, in agreeance with this is Hicks and Holden (2007), who say that there is a continuous battle to amend the gender issues and campaigning is happening all around the world continuously. Tanner (2007), has a slogan ‘act locally, think globally’ Hicks and Holden (2007, pg. 152), this is put into perspective by saying that we can all do our part by recycling, buying Fairtrade goods, however globally we need to educate ourselves and that is what the women of our world are doing, learning that they do have a voice and can change circumstances.  Part of this vocal input is between countries such as Africa. It was the 1988 – 2003 Education policy, which had seen the increase of children going to school in Africa, for before this only 50% of children would be educated and this would be mainly boys, and boys from a wealthy family at that. School was for those privileged and girls were to be kept at home to learn how to keep the family, cooking, cleaning, going to market, UNESCO.org (2015). In 2014 UNICEF promoted for the government to change their gender equality and to advocate that women and men be treated as equals, this was also to be followed through education, UNICEF.org (2014). UNICEF also, in the same year arranged an International day of the Girl Child, to promote the welfare of girls and how important it was for them, not only to learn and understand their family duties but to also be educated. Throughout history, the UK as well as Africa, have had their gender inequalities issues, nonetheless, as the world is becoming an ever closer place, these inequalities are changing. 
 “If people are to be productive members and responsible citizens of the "global village," they must have some understanding of the world's diverse peoples, cultures, and places, and of the factors that shape their interactions. It is, therefore, essential that schools have education programs that enable students to develop a working knowledge of the complex subject of geography.”  Lazer (1992, p.6)
This is what the CRC was intending to achieve, so that every child had the right to education and learn about local as well as global matters and although it was so that every child, whether upper or lower class, vulnerable or stable family, that all children would have a base, to be in sight of a goal and to reach their full potential. The main target of the CRC and now the UNCRC is to educate and through this documentation of the Rights of a Child, it has also made aware of other rights of the child, to protect and promote a healthy living child who will aspire and have purpose in life, for all children worldwide. Davidson, (2013). As Donaldson (2015) explains in his report, Successful Futures, children learning local Welsh traditions is just as important as learning globally.Abdullah (2018) and May (2010), also agree, explaining how children need to seek opportunities to participate and work alongside diverse communities rather than just learning about the subject and the need to put into practice, to exceed expectations of themselves. Many agree with this theory such as Holloway and Valentine (2005), who write how children develop through real and imaginative recreation, learning through the social and cultural aspects, coinciding with their own representations.
Reading through books, journals, documentation, there seems yet another concept and acronym for the Rights of the child or for equality globally, another by Oxfam (2006), whose Education for Global Citizenship: a guide for schools, has 7 aims to define someone as a global citizen, these include someone who has understands how the world works, is willing to make the world more sustainable and for the actions they make and will take responsibility. These again are the same aims, guidelines and outlines of the UNCRC, ACRWC, CRC, NGO’s and other organisations mentioned in this assignment as Ekundayo (2015) describes in the journal on The ACRWC and CRC. Here, Ekundayo considers the provisions and studies the differences or similarities they hold. One such example is of the child abuse. In the western world abuse could be in the form of physical, mental or sexual abuse and in another part of the world, such as Africa, abuse could be in the form of child labour or ignoring the freedom of speech or right to education. Both are equally abusive and although on separate charters are equally displayed all around the world. There can be many theories and documentation on multiculturalism and the UNCRC and ACRWC has promoted this and changed the mind set of many countries and the lives of many, as well as this, these rights are also ongoing in countries such the Islamic State and North Korea, where leaders dictate how the people should live and religion puts a man on a pedestal. It is about domination and how the social relationships are formed in the schools, workplace and in everyday existence, Kincheloe and Steinberg, (2008).  Ritchhart (2015) takes this further by saying that there are 8 steps to transform our schools and to create multicultural thinking, these include recognising our own behaviours and beliefs and looking at our environment, learning by building on cultures and experiencing. Maybe we do need all these documents, but for our world, why not have one universal charter, therefore everyone respecting and learning about how the cultures see the articles differently but knowing that human beings are human beings wherever on the world. There is a big wide world out there, let’s discover it together.
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