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Norwegian Churches

In Norway there are plenty of famous buildings, although the buildings within my hometown are not that famous around the world. So for this text I will instead write about two churches from across Norway. 
[image: ][image: ]  Nidarosdomen is the most famous church of Norway, located in Trondheim, in central Norway. Constructed in the year 1320 the church was erected on the burial site of the Viking King Olav Haraldsson, who died in the battle of Stiklestad in 1030. The construction began originally in 1070 in which the oldest parts of the church were built in an Anglo-Norman style. Norman style also known as Romanesque architecture was developed in Normandy and England. Eventually it adapted to Gothic architecture, but the architecture style was usually based on rounded arches and early Christian basilica plan. 
  While it is unclear who was originally responsible for the construction, Archbishop Øystein Erlendsson was the lead architect and head of construction from 1161 in which he largely rebuilt it. After travelling to England in 1180 he retuned 3 years later in 1183 inspired by the Gothic Architecture present in England. From this he reimagined the style of Nidarosdomen and introduced the Gothic style to Norway. After Erlendsson’s death in 1188 the Gothic style that he had introduced was carried on in the build.
  In 1248, the project was picked up by the Archbishop Sigurd Eindridesson. A large part of his work was on the western front which has taken inspiration from an English-style screen facade, in which they aligned to the walls 57 statues of famous figures of Norway and strong characters of Christianity, including 10 kings of Norway, prophets, saints and figures like Adam and Eve. Additionally, the longhouses and choir are similar in style to the Cathedrals common in England. 
[image: ]  After a long period of construction, it was finally finished in the year 1320. At this time it was one of the most momentous shrine in Nordic countries, as it was decorated with many sculptures and ornaments. Unfortunately, this did not stay the case as in the years 1328 to 1719 the Cathedral suffered many damages from fires and collapsing. While many reconstructions took place, over time the Cathedral was left in partial ruins. In 1869 Peter Andres Munch came up with a plan to reconstruct Nidarosdomen which soon after began. 
[image: ]  Olaf Nordhagen later led the reconstruction work between 1909 and 1925. Despite how much everyone loved the old design of the Western Front, he discovered the original Cathedral would not able to be reconstructed. Therefore he presented a new draft of the Cathedral in 1916. After a lot of debate between different ideas and drafts, the work on the Western front was resumed in 1930 with Nordhagen’s draft. From 1949 to 1968 the north and south Western Tower’s corners got constructed. Throughout the years many kings and queens got crowned and married in the church. The current Norwegian King Harald and Queen Sonja are signed in the church. 


Heddal Stave Church is a common place to go visit. It is located in Notodden, Telemark, which is in the same county as my home town. It is the biggest Stave Church still standing in Norway. 
[image: ][image: ]  Stave churches are a Norwegian type of Church dating back as far as before the twelfth century. Widespread across north-western Europe stave churches were commonly built during the Viking era. Norway is one of the only countries to have ever preserved these churches, as only two still stands outside of Norway. The name “Stave Church” comes from the construction, in which the framework of the walls is made from timber, with the planks from the wall mounted on top of sills. These are known as stave walls. In addition to this they all have corner posts known as staves. 
[image: ]  Heddal Stave Church is believed to have been constructed in the early thirteenth century and therefore has a comprehensive history. The church is made completely out of timber except for the base being made out of stone. Despite this, there is a lack of information about the original construction of the church, but there have been many restorations over the years. 
[image: ]  During 1849 and 1851 the first restoration of Heddal Stave Church took place as an attempt to stop the church from crumbling. Although the restoration did succeed for a hundred years it did not foresee the effects of their clumsy mistakes during the construction. It was at this point, one hundred years later, that it was decided that a second restoration of the building would be necessary. One final repair was later required that took place between 1952 to 1954 in which the interior of Heddal Stave Church was both restored and redesigned by the architects Gudolf Blakstad and Herman Munthe-Kaas.
Throughout Norway there are roughly 1600 churches and chapels belonging to the Church of Norway. Regardless of the fact that stave churches are somewhat recently constructed churches, only 28 out of the 1600 churches are stave churches. Heddal Stave Church is a perfect example of a Stave Church and highlights the unique style. It’s construction was completely made out of timber, whereas Nidarosdomen is primarily made out soapstone. 
  From the outside Nidarosdomen looks to be the more modern church of the two, but in reality it is actually older than Heddal Stave Church. This is likely due to the fact that the royal family actively use Nidarosdomen, and therefore has had far more work and effort put into the maintain, construction and restoration of the building itself compare to the other church. 












The pictures from Nidarosdomen: 
1. Photo taken from the paper encyclopedia from Big Norwegain Encyclopedia https://snl.no/Nidarosdomen
2. Photo taken from Historieefac21 which they took from a video https://historieexfac21.wordpress.com/2018/11/12/oppgave-10-nidarosdomen/
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Photo taken from historythrutravel which don’t credit the photographer https://historythrutravel.com/nidaros-cathedral-old-town-bridge/
4. Drawing done by me, Ida Kristin Thorjussen
The pictures from Heddal Stave Church:
1. Taken by my mom, Ylva Kristin Johansen
2. Drawing done by me, Ida Kristin Thorjussen
3. Taken by my mom, Ylva Kristin Johansen
4. Taken by my mom, Ylva Kristin Johansen 

Nidarosdomen, Stephan Tshudi-Madsen and Ola Storsletten, (last updated: 30.11.19) Store Norske Leksikon (Big Norwegian Encyclopedia) https://snl.no/Nidarosdomen?fbclid=IwAR1zU-KzMo4YNeVyW-qIduWGi4yRBDTwudrOaGSJLmXthxIit7mrDiXojB8
Øystein Erlendsson, Helge Salvesen and Per G. Norseng, (Last updated: 20.02.19) Store Norske Leksikon (Big Norwegian Encyclopedia) https://snl.no/%C3%98ystein_Erlendsson
Western Front on Nidarosdomen, unknown author, Wikipedia https://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vestfronten_p%C3%A5_Nidarosdomen
Norman Style, Thinley Kalsand Bhutia (Last updated: 04.09.15) Encyclopedia Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/art/Norman-style
Stave Churches in Norway, unknown author, Visit Norway,
https://www.visitnorway.com/typically-norwegian/stave-churches/
Heddal Stave Church, unknown author (18.05.17) https://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/Heddal_stave_church,_Norway
Heddal Stave Church, Nikola Simonovski (09.03.17) The Vintage news, https://www.thevintagenews.com/2017/03/09/heddal-stave-church-is-the-largest-in-norway-and-according-to-a-legend-it-was-built-in-three-days-by-five-farmers/
Heddal Stave Church, Ninda Aldin Thune, (Last updated: 29.04.19) Store Norske Leksikon (Big Norwegian Encyclopedia) https://snl.no/Heddal_stavkirke?fbclid=IwAR0YIeiNrXyl9UlfAAEpNCc4HaICK_HtcqIsL1_wTKzv4PwA54T6wA8vloY
Heddal Stave Church, Unknown author, Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heddal_Stave_Church?fbclid=IwAR1groVhlTxjdkI1ARAAR5n5_54LpZ-tiImgl3cKtbgFPq_zPvixyMAih98
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