Aberdulais Falls

“The torrent of water running through the Dulais Valley has been driving force for over 400 years of industrial innovation” – National Trust 
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The Aberdulais falls were formed around 20,000 years ago, it all started further into the Neath Valleys when a glacier melted and over time the water wore away at the Sandstone and coal bed which now forms the gorge of the fall we see today. The waterfall is everchanging, depending on the weather the falls can be calm and flowing with clear days with little to no rainfall, but on the other hand, with a lot of rainfall and bad weather the falls become aggressive and loud, also the location of the falls has moved over centuries as the waterfall was located more south but over centuries as the rock has been worn away the waterfall has made its way to where we see it now.
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With the falls being rich with coal, timber and water it made the perfect spot for industrial places of work. The Aberdulais falls are famous for being an ironworks but has also been a factory for copper, grain, tin and textiles. The main drawing point to this location for industrial work was its constant flow of water for energy. “Over 160,000,000 litres of water can pass over the falls in a single day, providing a steady source of cheap water power” (Britain Express). The best-known icon of the Aberdulais falls, apart from the waterfall itself, is the water wheel, this is “The largest electricity-generating waterwheel in Europe” and it’s still active today, pushing power to the national grid.
[image: ]I wanted my work to capture the mixture of nature and industry, 2 elements that are very important to this site. I included iron sculptures which pay homage to the past ironworks, the main sculpture also has small elements of the site’s history, not only is the sculpture itself made of iron but it also has small sculptures of the waterwheel, a bulb to represent electrical power that comes from the site, a coin to represent the copperworks that made coins as ordered by Elizabeth I while we were having conflicts with Spain, a small disk showing bags of corn to represent the time it spent as a corn mill and lastly another small disk showing a broom to represent when it was a textile factory. I found this sculpture very important to the site as it has all its history rolled into one all while being made of the very material the site is famous for. I had to include the wheel in my images because, as told in my last paragraph, this is one of the most iconic features of the site, and knowing the wheel has such a large history, holds the title for “the largest electricity-generating waterwheel in Europe” and it is still working to this day supplying us with power I felt it was the most important element to include in my work. Lastly, I needed to include the waterfall and the gorge to show the age of the falls and how it’s changed and evolved over centuries, you can see the many, many layers of rock that has been warn away by the falls and weather to create the breath-taking sight you’re able to see today. What intrigues me the most about this is I know the gorge looked slightly different 40 years ago, it will look slightly different in 40 years from now and it will be completely different hundreds of years from now, it is an ever-evolving site.
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