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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Exploratory analysis of county lines involving child exploitation and vulnerable people.

INTRODUCTION:

County lines and drug dealing pose a huge problem to the local community, particularly the young and vulnerable; many children are being criminally exploited to sell drugs for organised crime groups with huge risks involved. This topic is a real-life problem for the local communities. Police are dealing with this, daily, facing huge difficulties in dismantling organised crime groups and breaking the county lines cycle and safeguarding the young and vulnerable people involved. 

Organised crime groups target vulnerable people in communities. One of the processes is called ‘cuckooing’, which involves taking over a citizen’s home to use it as a base to operate their crime group from and to sell drugs; the vulnerable person would be exploited by receiving  free drugs if they are a drug user or giving the vulnerable person the idea that they have got a new friendship group which gives them a false sense of safety. Organised crime groups recruit young people to sell drugs for them and transport drugs to different areas via the railway network - organised crime groups recruit them with the idea of it being a ‘glamourous’ lifestyle - county lines is not glamourous, it exposes young people to drug use, violence, drug taking and sexual abuse.  

This topic is worthy of consideration for my dissertation due to the real-life relevant current problem and the research available to use. I have researched county lines which exposes the fact that a large amount of young and vulnerable people are involved in selling drugs and being associated with organised crime groups with devastating effects and risks involved. It is a dark and relevant topic which communities are facing. Therefore, this study will aim to bring awareness to the harsh realities of county lines and to suggest realistic strategies in order to tackle the ongoing problem and to break the cycle; this research will show how to tackle organised crime groups and prevent young and vulnerable people from being criminally exploited and having their own, and other people’s, lives destroyed. I believe there are never enough research or strategies put in place for this horrendous issue we, as a society, are facing. The government launched a county lines programme in 2019 which resulted in 5,000 county lines having been closed; 15,000 people have been arrested and 8,000 individuals have been referred by police to safeguarding. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The Information I want to collect on my research is:

How to tackle organised crime groups. 
Identify the main risks in young and vulnerable people being involved in county lines. 
How to prevent young and vulnerable people being recruited into organised crime groups.

I will be doing this through online analytical data, books, journals, articles, and relevant websites evaluating all statistics and having a discussion with my local drug team in work seeking their views on tackling organised crime groups and county lines. 
 

	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Today, as a global society comprised of local communities, we are suffering from the serious issue of county lines; ‘County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into one or more importing areas within the UK, using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line”’. (Home Office, 2023). 
County lines, as a whole, is a devastating issue due to the crime connected to it and the young and vulnerable people recruited amongst it - gangs from across the UK will infiltrate local towns and cities in order to operate their organised crime groups who will, in turn, take advantage of young and vulnerable people by recruiting these, otherwise innocent, individuals, to deal and sell drugs for them. Organised crime groups will exploit the young and vulnerable to sell and transport drugs and use many techniques such as: intimidation, violence, weapons or even giving money to them as part of grooming the individuals. This ‘grooming’ will not necessarily be linked to any sexual intentions and this ‘giving’ of money could be taken as bribery or financial exploitation. 
One of the main issues we face, as a society, is that young people, in particular, who have been recruited into county lines do not see that they have been groomed into the county lines cycle; then, it is too late for the young person to even attempt to stop working for the organised crime group as the organised crime group will, yet again, use violence and threaten the young person. Organised crime groups will traffic young people to different locations around the UK and place them in homes where the drugs are being sold from. 
Organised crime groups seek out vulnerable people, particularly vulnerable drug users, to take over their house in order to store drugs and sell drugs from their home: ‘A tactic where a drug dealer (or network) takes over a vulnerable person’s home to prepare, store or deal drugs. Commonly associated with exploitation and violence’ (Harding, S. (2020) p.179).
The potential emphasis is not only on being vulnerable, but on being young. Some individuals who are vulnerable may be so because they are aged, new to the geographical area or have a disability. However, the potential grooming of a prospective drug dealer seems to be targeted primarily at those who are young, because they might be subject to: lack of family, poverty and peer pressure. Consequently, gang leaders would likely try to target young people who are not totally street-wise and are naïve; ‘The success of County Lines is heavily dependant upon exploitative techniques of manipulation, coercion, force and violence, where the runners or victims are disproportionately children and young people’ (Mclean, R. Robinson, G. Densley, J. (2019) p.6).
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	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The research methods I will be using are online analytic data including relevant books, journals, websites, articles, and discussion with my local drug team in work. 

I believe this is the best methods due to the research and resources that are already available for me to obtain relevant statistics and strategies into tackling organised crime groups and breaking the cycle of county lines with the involvement of young and vulnerable people. 

I believe these are best suited for my research as they are all written by experts in the field and the discussions, I will be having are with experts in the field who tackle county lines and the surrounding issues on a day-to-day basis. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be asking the local drug team in work who are experts in the field to have a discussion with myself regarding tackling organised crime groups, county lines, the involvement of young and vulnerable people and the surrounding devastating issues and risks involved. I may ask them to conduct a survey regarding what they think are the most devasting risks to young and vulnerable people and how they think as a specific team is the best way to dismantle organised crime groups in recruiting young and vulnerable people in selling drugs. 

	ETHICAL ISSUES:

With the main issue of county lines involving young people under the age of 18, there could be ethical issues involved, I don’t want to interview or involve young people in surveys, I am hoping just to base my research involving online analytic content with books, journals, articles, relevant websites and statistics along with speaking to my local drug team in work who face county lines in their day to day roles. 

	TIME SCALE:

I am hoping to complete all research by 30th of April 2024, identify and evaluate all research needed for the project and expand reference list. 
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