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During this assignment the topic of evidenced based policing will be explained or more accurately the evaluation of one of its models often used in the real world of policing. This assignment will be going over the importance of evidence based policing to support their decision-making, strengths and limitations that come with the selected model and lastly the use of the selected model in a real life scenario so what is the selected model well that would be Hot Spot Policing, which is referring to the action of police patrolling areas that are deemed as hot or often active in crime and increasing the amount of police patrolling to counter the crime rate within that area that’s what hot spot policing is in simplified terms it will be expanded upon within the main body of the assignment. (Police 1, J. Potts, March 11, 2019).
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Hot spot Policing what is it? According to “Braga AA and others, 2019” 'Hot spots policing of small geographical areas effects on crime' but what does that mean? Police will investigate crime rates around and discover one area for example Llwynhendy to have a larger crime rate than other places and consider it a candidate for a hot spot being a high crime active area. So how is it countered when a hot spot is discovered well then it comes down to some other categories what kinds of crime are hot in that area? Drug offences or property offences and such reason why this is done it to further prepare the officers so they can be aware of whether they are going to enter a area were people are easily agitated and have a tendency to get violent like assault cases would in doing so they can then consider how many officers to send and the kind of routine they will have as they will need constant patrols to lower the crimes however in doing so it could lead to it becoming a zero tolerance patrols which would mean that regardless of how small or petty the crime its being punished.



[bookmark: _Toc191826051][bookmark: _Toc191826115][bookmark: _Toc191831957]Strengths and Limitations: Hot Spot Policing
What are they then? What makes hot spot policing a valuable option for the police and why do they choose to use it from time to time? Well as mentioned when its used is what makes it strong allowing the police to increase their patrols of an area that is known for crime will lead to a decrease due to an increase of arrest if people choose to continue regardless of the increase in police activity which is both good and bad as increase in arrest can lead to over filling prisons if the crimes are serious enough to be sent to that point of course like assault furthermore according to the “college of Policing, August 2021” Hot spot policing doesn’t displace crime but just reduce it due to the increase police activity. So, if it’s so good why isn’t it used everywhere to just rid of crime? The answer to that is due to its cost if it requires more police activity it means that more officers need to get paid to work overtime or have another shift to ensure the police activity is at a high which is why it starts to become an issue when its more needed because if its just one or two areas that require this to be brought in it can be manageable however once it becomes more needed all around then it gets out of hand due to the down factors of the amount of officers active which concludes the pros and cons of hot spot policing these pros and cons are further supported by “Koper CS. (1995)” which goes over police being active enough in an area to reduce the crimes that occur there, and we know this works because of other people’s experiments like “Ratcliffe J and others 2011” who tested out that theory whether increase in police activity in areas that are high in crime will reduce it or disperse it and the result was most of the time it reduced it lastly the reason for why increasing police activity helped reduce the crime over dispersing it was supported by “Weisburd D and others. (2006)”. As for the way the police decided on the area that is a hot spot was supported by (Sherman LW, Gartin PR and Buerger ME. 1989 and Braga AA. 2016).
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Why is this important? Why does an officers need to always investigate scenes like this? Simple speaking yes officers always need to have supporting proof for the conclusion of their investigation for the data base. To further explain this, I used “College of policing 2025) research on the topic and as the site stated “Evidence based policing is to have the best evidence to use to educate or challenge policing policies for example whether the use of force was necessary to preform a stop and search? Depending on the evidence available it might have been needed or not which is why an officer always needs to have evidence to back up everything they’ve done use of force use of laws and such at every point they’ll need something to be a reason for why they’ve done what they did. Further research from the site supported that evidence based police or EBP as their acronym has developed better understanding which coved the insight on the extent of possible causes and changes that were implemented to improve the situation an example of this would be an officer trying to talk to someone who is clearly inebriated to get them to clam down and bring them back home or to the station depending on whether they’ve done anything wrong by the community or law. However, evidence based policing does also have something that it needs that being critical thinking which as the site said is for the officer to be able to look back at their days work and attempt to learn from it whether it was something they succeeded in or failed in. this concludes why police need to approach the situation the way they do.


[bookmark: _Toc191826117][bookmark: _Toc191831959]Example of a scenario: where hot spot policing was needed
When have the police needed to use hot spot policing to help them? Well there’s a case that will be gone over now that was found on “Youth endowment fund 2020” in this site and many others this was an operation referred to as Operation Ark which occurred in Southend on sea in Essex this took place to help reduce the crime that kept occurring as it was violent crimes that were at an all time high there and upon this hot spot policing taking place to when it ended it reduced 74% of those violent crimes showing just how effective getting more officer patrols in crime high areas can affect these crimes since most people wouldn’t want to commit a crime in front of an officer due to the immediate repercussions they would face. Lastly if this case wasn’t enough to prove the effectiveness of hot spot policing there was another case that “Youth endowment fund 2020” also have that being Operation Style was what the approach was labelled in which it was to send officers to Peterborough and reduce the crimes there to which they managed to reduced 39% by being in that area and they’ve managed to reduce to emergency calls by 20% on top of that sure this might not have been as strong as it was in Essex but still decease in crime by almost 40% by just their presence and getting rid of a 1/5 of their emergency calls as well are great results. This concludes the scenarios of when police used this method and whether it was deemed as effective or not.
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So, what was covered during this assignment? To start off the chosen model which was found on the police site that model being hot spot policing, then what was gone over was an explanation on what it is what does hot spot policing mean? Then the topic of the strengths and weaknesses that come with hot spot policing was discussed explaining what the strengths were and why and same for the weaknesses. Furthermore, the discussion moved onto why the police need to investigate areas using evidence-based policing and how it helps them then lastly the example scenario showing police use hot spot policing and an explanation on why it worked and why it was useful to them then. This concludes the topic of this assignment on hot spot policing.
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