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Catherine Esaw 
BA (hons) Surface Pattern Design 
What is the role of the designer in the 21st century and how might this role change in the next 10 years? Discuss your ideas with reference to two of the (practitioners or thinkers discussed in your lecture stand) 
 














Introduction 

This essay is going to be a discussion on the role of designers and the key thinkers are Alexandra McQueen and Stefan Sagmeister. The theory between the two designers is linking up with Dadaism on how they challenge the perception on what they were trying to achieve their ability of the design in the concept of artwork. The research found will consider the role of the designer in the 21st century and how might this role change in the next 10 years.













Behind the role of Design and Designer  
Key aspects that designers of the future should focus on are how to influence sustainability in design and how to optimize the use of resources.  
“All designers have an influence on the future of the earth through their work, and they can all work towards more sustainable solutions and to optimize the products, services or environments they work with within the limitation of the task at hand.”  (Klint Ed, 2010, p8) 
Designers have a responsibility to consider sustainability in their practise, whether they are product designers, graphic designers or fashion designers. The creative designer’s get to influence our future in their practice, through their working methods. The pressure they have to work to a controlled project is to take the assignment and to think how this might affect the future environment. 
 
The focus of the Designer in the 21st century essential method within their development they look into deeply and passionate. The designer’s makes significant in their work that the public with recognised in their development work. 
The role of the designer is a big role as they have the ability to be more positive about global issues. As we will look at, from the work of two artists McQueen and Sagmister. McQueen looks into violent relationship problems and Sagmister look into more of a mental health problems. (Klint ed., 2005) 
All designers are different and make their own way of what is designing by the way they think and their knowledge.
(Ashgale, 2003) 
The main role of a designer is the importance is a maker in so many levels and shows off their ability of skills that is main point to design. 
(Ashgale, 2003) 
The role of design in the 21st century’ key approach is that making an appearance in their work to be aesthetic, in a way of showing off their value of work and skills into the design processes. The designer’s work is to be functionality to the object they create, as they look at quality to follow through in depth role of design work. (Klint ed., 2005) 
In the 21st Century the role of the designer has changed, more than ever the role of the designer is not to be just functional, but as will be explored far more complicated. 
(Klint ed., 2005)
The designer is required to come up something new and fresh in their work. There are so many ways of processing design from “concepts service design, user-centered design, and digital design”… therefore, the outcome of the design or the designer is trying to reinvent something attractive.  
(Klint ed., 2005)
The designer has a responsibility to consider sustainability in the practice. The creative designer’s gets to influence our future in their practice, through their working methods. 



















McQueen-role of a designer 
Alexandra McQueen (1969-2010) was a fashion designer who created challenging work. What people thought of McQueen of a designer was bold and pushing his work to the edge. Therefore, his creations were challenging to others designers and mind blowing to the public eye as seen on the catwalk. The way Alexandra challenges his work as designing was strong and beautiful as he produce it in a completely diverse way then other designer’s would design their work, as a main outcome. 
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Highland Rape: Dress -Highland Rape, autumn/winter 1995–96 Green and bronze cotton/synthetic lace
This is McQueen’s piece ‘The Highland rape’, it was a challenging piece for the time because of the way it is presented. His aesthetic is bold with its design, making a strong statement. As McQueen says about his approach to design:

“For me, what I do is an artistic expression which is channelled through me. Fashion is just the medium.” – Alexander McQueen

From this quote that Alex McQueen shows off his passionate of being artistic 4000                                       











Sagmeister-role of a designer
  
Sagmeister interpretation of the role of designing is a graphic out come in his work to stand out to be eye catching to his audience.  









‘The first thing I should be thinking about is designing that thought. That could also include purely formal solutions. The whole thing has to be beautiful. Beautiful.’ Sagmeister (Sagmeister, p.191)

The thought process that Sagmeister has demonstrated here shows the importance he places on the aesthetic beauty of design. 
His piece The Anxious Periods challenges the role of the designer because of its eye-catching, graphic approach. Similarly to McQueen he makes a strong statement with his piece. 
 Dadaism towards on the role of design and designing 
 
The role of the perspective of design in the area of Dadaism showed collective group of Dadaists artists were individual comfortable in what they believe in what was right in the movement in Dada of the way of perceiving in designing their work. Therefore, Dada was not supporting large varieties of areas in different classes of movements  

‘The Dadaists were only too happy to happy to promote. Dadaism was not exclusively an artistic, literary, musical, political or philosophitic movement.’ 
(Dada ed, 2004 ,p7) 

The movement of Dadaism shows their own way of designing as they making a statement, as it can be anything on what they want it to be, not as others want it to be as a design. 

The artist of the Dadaists wanted to challenge their point of view of the roles of design in their way, by as a manifesto group of artists. There was no group’s that were strict, a main part of Dadaism movement as they had small collectives group of people who composed it all. 
 ‘In spite of the numerous manifesto composed by the Dadaist, there was no tight knit group behind the movement.’									 	(Dada ed, 2004, p7)
From anti-artistic from opposite sides were defying different areas of topics that they can define it themselves from, radically political as they really push the boundaries of artwork in the designing role. In a manifesto point of view there were no sign of a main group who was main muse towards the Dadaist movement, as it was a freely open group that did its own way of design in Dada.  																									













Hannah Hoch 
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Incision with the Dada Kitchen Knife through Germany’s Last Weimar Beer-Belly Culture Epoch, 1920. 

Hannah Hoch (1889-1978) was an artist during the Dadaism movement; she collaborated with Raoul Hausmann and was one of the few female artists involved in the Dadaism movement. In analysing the work of Hannah Hoch, it has become evident that the key points of Dadaism offered new ways of looking at design, with artists such as Hoch opening the doors for future designers.  

“I wish to blur the firm boundaries which we self-certain people tend to delineate around all we can achieve.” (Hannah Hoch)  
These artists emphasised the importance of pushing the boundaries of what design is and its function. In discussing the representation of McQueen, a fashion designer and Sagmeister who is a graphic designer, they have similarities in their way of thinking and how they have approached design in their respective fields.  
 
“By contrast, she had difficulty coming to terms with the anarchic action ad political demonstrations of the Dadaists” 
(Elger. D. (2016) Dadaism. 

Hannah Hoch struggle through the Dadaists movement as she had a different political manifesto view, Hannah Hoch felt unsure on how challenging her role as artist’s into the Dadaists movement. 






 
  
Conclusion 
A designer has many roles in society to create something, spot something, and have a need to create or design their pursuit. The mind of thought to a designer shows different perspective on how they work and develop their ideas into an object or a creation they design all together. On how they design, is through a work of processes in their practice design work and develop an outcome. 
The role of a designer has changed in the last 100 years. From the way of thinking of design, an object was something more challenging to create and complex then and now in the modern era is more advances and a quick way of thinking for designers now to design their idea alive.  
In the 21st Century the role of the designer has changed, more than ever the role of the designer is not to be just functional, but as will be explored far more complicated. 
As we have explored in the roles of designing has developed over time in a variety of fields  
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