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An analysis of the emergency childhood including the social and historical construction of the family.




























This essay assignment will outline a few historical and present day policies on early childhood  development on how the  laws and legislation has come into place to protect the children, the impact on family life in the early Victorian times how their diet was basically rationed out and how the children were put to work in the mines to help take care of the family during the industrial revolution with little pay, but eventually as time goes by there were laws that came into effect to protect the children from being exploited anymore. As children rights do get violated every day throughout the world as define by the google dictionary” a child is a young human being below the legal age of majority”. The historical context of a child from ancient times is very much different from now a day as the times go by children are more understood and developed. The law and other safeguarding  policies has consequently evolved with the potential that the children gain more control of who they are and to know their rights and can identify as a person, As there are so many different legislation that covers the children within the family in this the 21st century their education and how they grow as a person.














The historical aspect of  childhood during the Greek and Roman  in that a child was nameless at birth because of any defect and that baby would become unwanted by the family, would not be what happen now as times have evolve graciously and even the disabled is now covered under the law, in those times and even now there is always gender issues where the boys are treated differently from girls as the girls was only to stay home and help with house chores and the boys more exposed to society at an early age this is now where both boys and girls are exposed from the Victorian ages as everyone in the family had to go out to work at an early age so that the family can eat. There were many needs for labours during the industrial revolution between 1790 and 1850, According to Humphries, J. (2011)” during the industrial revolution there was an upsurge in child labour”. Children was allowed to work in the mines, mills and the factories  to help their family as labour was very cheap children labour was very crucial during the 18th century as they were small and could reach into areas adults could not even go they were paid less even though they worked hard, during these times  children were traumatised as they were forced to work they didn’t know much about being children especially girls as they were unequal to boys they had to see that the family was and home was good the education was there for the children but because they had to work and take care of the family as the poorer class they weren’t educated well but as the 19th century came in there was a change things was more better for the children on the contrary children started to be recognised by society as stated by Cunningham, H. (2005) pg1” There is a growing realisation that what children has to say is more important than an adult”. This is where families started to matter more in today’s society and there comes the division of classes between the rich, the middle class and the poorer class because the rich had the money their children was more protected and the family was more together as well as the middle class but the poor had to go out and work so that the family can be together and this is when the government had to set up certain laws so that poverty can be curved to a certain extent these laws also make sure that the economy is balanced in a certain way so that the social factor of the family structure would give the children more security within society but because not all families is consist of both parents because the fathers are absent or rarely the mother there are so many changes in the 21st century where children can choose not to be with their family or the law can do so now through safeguarding.









Inequality can impact a family through development whereas there is not much income flowing through the household where there is one or none of the parents are working this can bring vulnerability to this family because of the poverty they are faced with, every household should have a basic income to support the family and this where sometime people has to live off the basic necessities and this can result in them having poor diets and being malnourished there are so many different agencies signposted for these problems that families face daily but not all family has the knowledge of how to access certain areas to get help this is why so many different agencies and sub agencies are there so that children and even families do not go through poverty this one of the reasons why the common assessment framework (CAF) was brought about so that early intervention can be detected and referral made to cut poverty and other concerns for children. The inequalities in society has a lot to do with poverty as families are living on such low income that even though they work there is not enough money left for food after paying the bills and therefore the family must restrict themselves to a basic diet. The society we are living in today and the jobs that pays such menial wages so much that the children are affected as the parents cannot afford to follow a healthy diet as stated by Dowler, E. and Lambie – Mumford, H. (2015)”Household priorities by necessities tend to be towards expenditures”. Families not being able to participate in certain activities and may have the misfortune of more adversity and even increase anxiety , sometimes there are services that can help with the situation by if not recommend by someone there is no way of knowing then the help cannot be reached. The opportunity of getting help in the community can be looked down on or be promoted through intervention and local schemes for example the food bank which helps the low income family with their groceries and even though the food bank help these are just some food necessities as there is not much healthy supplement at the food bank, even the schools they do food drive to help the poor families, also they schools are now providing breakfast for the children that can’t afford to have breakfast at home before school in the morning as the family budget may not be able to get the child necessaries for school according to Katz, B.M.(1990) “The social injustice on poverty has left little or no alternative for families to live off the state”. Living off the state is just for basic necessities and depending on the household  the state might  not give as much to facilitate the family so there is not much that can be done as there are laws and legislation that governs against child poverty there should be more done to make sure low income families can afford to live and eat healthy so that they can sustain a healthy lifestyle just as the middle class can.






Legislation that covers children are to institute power into which they know their rights and can exercise those rights when deem necessary because of these laws the families has to make sure that the children are treated within those laws and legislation that makes a child free to explore options when physically face with potential safeguarding issues that may affect their rights as individuals through varying treatments.as stated by Wright, R. H.(2015)pg5”Children rights is to give children more control over their lives”. Emphasizing on how important it is for policies and legislation to get carried out when incorporating the protection of a child, consequently there has to be rules that has to be followed and maintained so that everyone knows the importance of how  to deal with that child in any situation that occur. When a child is being placed under the care of the local authorities there are so much procedures that has to be followed and this is where every child matters do play a part as in the children act (1989), (Powell and Uppal 2012 pg1)“which do emphasized that the importance of children should always be first”. Concerning the laws created by the government for the rights of children this gives the parents little or no control as to how the children are represented without intervention from the local authority which can be influential at time, where the parents is concern. Protection of a child is important as they are vulnerable but because there are certain laws against the parents there is little or nothing that can be done if there is a complex matter because despite of the commonality of word abuse there has to be consideration for the parents as there are so much different interpretations and more rights would go to the child as are there so many different legislation that they cover under the law for example UN Convention on the rights of the child, European convention on human rights, UN Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities, also Caul, T.(2000) the human rights act 1998.  The children and young person act of (1933) this is one of the oldest child protections legislation, which is still partly used today, this legislation is consist of offence against children also the safeguarding act of (2004). There are so many different legislations to make sure that children are safe and not being exploited or potentially become victims of society and as there are no legislation that covers age of the children the law goes for all.










Recommendation for this essay is that we cannot go back in the pass to make anything better but we can sure correct somethings now and make them better for our children and families as for low income families the government needs to be more aware of and how some families are living and be more for them when they are doing budget and taxes, parents needs to have more power where their children are concern because of all these laws and legislation children are more prone to disrespecting their parent because the law is on their side and the parents can be charged with ”abuse” as so commonly used in today’s society when a child is being chastised, there need to be more guidance for children because of so little family time because the parent or parents has to work to maintain the home children are being left to do things on their own and family time need to be more prominent again.
    





















In conclusion of this essay that I have written and outline about the impact of poverty in the family and their diets, the law and legislation of children also the historical factor of childhood there was so many different things to write that covers childhood that is essential when looking back on how children was treated during the historical period and their diet was totally different to the children of the 21st century because now they have so many choices and there are laws that protect them from poverty and injustice not only that but they are more recognised as children and listen to in some circumstances, children has evolved and develop so much through the centuries so much so that they can tell when they are being exploited or even being violated by society and even though nothing much has changed for child poverty it is more highlighted and recognised by the government. 























Reference
Cunningham, H. (2005) Children and childhood in the western society since 1500 2nd edition London: Pearson Longman publishing
Dowler, E. and Lambie-Mumford, H. (2015) Social policy and society, how can household eat in austerity? Challenges for social policies in the UK, Cambridge university press, volume 14, issue 3 accessed 14th March 2020 https://www.google.scholar.com
Dictionary What is a child? https//www.googledictionary.com (Accessed 12th March 2020)
Humphries, J. (2011) Childhood and Child labour in the British industrial revolution. Cambridge University press
Katz, M. (1990) The undeserving poor: from the war on poverty to the war on welfare 1st edition New York Pantheon publishing
Powell, J. and Uppal, E.L. (2012) pg5 Safeguarding babies and young children: a guide for early years professionals. Maiden head: McGraw-Hill publishing
Wright, R.H. (2015) The children in society 1st edition London: Sage publishing 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Caul, T. (2000 pg269-278) Child Care in practice volume 6,issue 3 The human rights act 1998: Considering the implications for children in care 











9
 

 
 



    
2

