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Landscape and Sense of Place

[bookmark: _Hlk501104896]Within this essay the internal and external factors that contribute to developing a sense of place through landscape, and why this is important will be discussed. Secondly the debate surrounding the concept of landscape will be discussed, using Cresswell (2008) and Atkins et al (1998) practical assessment and meanings of landscape, then using Cosgrove (1984) and Tuan (1974) to understand the physiological debate of the term landscape.  Next society, history and personal experience and how it can contribute to perceptions of landscape using Stewarts (2008) observations and knowledge will be evaluated. Finally, I will be using case studies to illustrate the relationship between landscape and recreation. The work will then be concluded with findings and overall themes discussed in a conclusion.

Sense of place and its development has been discussed for many years. Now it is widely seen as being split into two sections, place attachment and place meaning Kudryavtsev et al (2012) Suggest that Place attachment can be described as the bind between people and places, and this is supported by Kyle et al (2003) who states that ‘the extent to which an individual value or identifies with a particular setting’. Whereas Place meaning involves what a place means to a specific person. The definition of place is ‘particular position, point, or area in space; a location’ (Oxford Dictionary, 2017) This suggests that sense of place, and the development of an individuals concept of sense of pace can be developed within the landscape around them.

Landscape and its actual definitions is widely discussed within the human geography field.  Although landscape has got a practical definition within the oxford dictionary of ‘All the visible features of an area of land, often considered in terms of their aesthetic appeal.’ (Oxford Dictionary 2017) It is widely accepted that landscape can have various meanings. This is plainly seen in Atkins et al (1998) work who suggests there are six meanings of landscape which involve both practical and philosophical concepts. Cresswell (2008) also suggests that concept of place is a complicated subject, as at a first glance it seems to be common sense however it is also seen as a way of being in the world. Cresswell splits place and concept of place into 3 sections, firstly ‘descriptive’, the practical sense. Secondly ‘social’, this is the notion that the things that make up a place can impact upon its social structures. Creswell’s final notion of place is the phenomenological approach, which can be described as the essence of human existence. Atkins et all (1998) 6 meanings are Landscape as Scenery, nature, topography, habitat, artefact and finally landscape as a place location or territory. Firstly, I would like to suggest that Topography, place location and territory are particularly practical concepts of landscape. Topography being the most practical and described as Defined by Oxford Dictionary as ‘The arrangement of the natural and artificial physical features of an area’ (2017) Studied by geographers, and often used to create maps. Landscape as place, location or territory is intrinsically liked to scenery, a place defined by Oxford Dictionary (2017) is a ‘particular position, point, or area in space; a location’ (Oxford Dictionary, 2017) and indeed landscape would be part of a place or location and this is a very practical definition, as it would have visible area of land. Place is often used in geography to start to like the relationship between people and place, moving this definition of a landscape more to a philosophical concept. 

Although Atkins et al (1993) offers practical definitions and factors for each of his six landscape meanings some have a more philosophical debate surrounding them. Cosgrove (1984) states that landscape is ‘and ideological concept.’ Cosgrove goes on to suggest that landscape is linked more towards an individuals’ personal relationship with nature, and thus their experiences within it. An individual’s experiences within a landscape is likely to impact their perspective both positively or negatively as they will gain valid tangible experience from them. Tuan (1974) supports this viewpoint by stating ‘the appreciation of landscape is more personal and longer lasting when it is mixed with the memory of human incidents’. Going back to Atkins et al (1993) meaning of landscape, Landscape as scenery is described as an aesthetically pleasing view of an area. In my opinion, this is how most people would describe a landscape. This is a positive view, and an idealist perspective on landscape. However, Landscape can also be an uninteresting or particularly unsightly area, as suggested by the definition Oxford dictionaries gives landscape is all the visible features of an area. This means it would not only include areas of countryside and coast, but also cities and highly developed and industrialised areas as well. My own personal experience of landscape was that it should be a pleasing visual area of beauty, I did not see landscapes that were unsightly or maybe heavily industrialised as a landscape, merely a blot on the landscape. Landscape as nature is described by Atkins et al as physical structures and processes and the part of the world that is beyond humankind. This links Sovrig (2002) claims that a characteristic of nature is that it is unavoidable when writing about landscapes. This suggests that landscapes must include some form of nature, Gobster (2000) infers that legitimacy of some landscapes can be questioned as they are not natural. I believe that landscape and the way you view nature is based on your own personal viewpoint, connection and experience within a landscape and the nature within it. Landscape as environment and habitat is described as including the influences in surroundings, flora, fauna climate water and soil. This you can argue is heavily linked with nature and scenery as being specific to an area and subject to a person’s experience and understanding and therefore relationship with nature. The final of Atkins et al (1993) 6 meanings of landscape is landscape in Artefact. Described as human’s need to tame nature for our own purposes. Examples of this are seen in industry landscapes where rivers have been harnessed to produce power and building built to improve comfort. 

As discussed above there are many factors that can influence an individuals’ perspective of landscapes. History society and personal experience are all factors that will heavily impact a perception of landscape. We have already seen that Cosgrove (1984) and Tuan (1974) support that personal experience changes and persons interpretation and perspectives of a landscape. However, a person who is coming to an area for the first time as a tourist, will view it very differently to someone who may have lived there their whole life, and again differently to someone who may have to travel there to work. Previous experience and familiarity and childhood memories of a landscape, and knowledge of its history and culture can also impact your perspective of its importance. Factors such as mood, weather, social status, religion and circumstances of a visit to and area will also be contributing factors to you overall personal perception on how you view a landscape. An example of how perceptions of landscapes have changed over time, is the romantic movement in the 19th century, where people began to see worth in visiting scenic areas of landscape. Encyclopaedia Britannia (2017) describe the romantic movement causing ‘a deepened appreciation of the beauties of nature’.  Previously wilderness areas had been viewed as dangerous, as religion and culture had deemed it so. “It is only in the last century that a traveller passing through the Alps would have the carriage blinds lowered to make sure that they were not unduly offended by the sight.” (Urry, 1995, p213) 

An Example of how personal experience factored with history and society can influence and individual is Stewart (2008) article. Stewart speaks of his want to unsettle the nature and culture divide that has formed in Australia, using the environment and its history to bring together aboriginal and European people. Stewart uses the example of European settlers unfamiliar with the nature they found in Australia, the unpredictable rainfall especially causing flooding and sometimes drought conditions. However instead of combating their cultural understanding Europeans edited the systems to fit. An example being the Murry river which now has damns weirs and channels to combat its previous unpredictability, and the native flora and fauna was replaced with the more familiar European versions. Stewart goes on to explain that the indigenous people’s knowledge of the landscape was vital, however the Europeans did not care to learn about it and therefore caused the rivers to decline in fish numbers and native plants were lost. Most importantly Stewart suggests that the history or stories and culture of a place are not ‘neutral or value free’ and that histories and stories about a landscape can help to prevent history repeating itself (in this case referring to the decline of river health due to damn and weir introduction) Historical understanding of a landscape can also provide a storyline to cultural-ecological issues. Finally, Stewart argues that without history and stories a place would become meaningless and featureless. Not only does this article show that humans change and tame nature to fit their purposes, but it also shows the historical and cultural links that can provide social belonging. In this case the Europeans found taming the rivers to be the social norm for them, providing them with identity as Europeans. However, for the indigenous people, their natural landscape had changed, and their identity and sense of place was altered. Not only does this illustrate that artefact and historic knowledge of an area is important, Stewart also goes on to introduce recreational activities. He states that 'Outdoor environmental education experiences offer a significant opportunity to engage both physically with a landscape and cognitively with those who have played a role in shaping a place.' (p88) Engaging with recreation in the landscape Stewart suggests will encourage learning of the history of how it came to be there and in turn provide a deeper understanding of the landscape. 

To better illustrate the relationship between landscape and recreation, I will be using Carr et al (2004) case study which looks at visitor’s motivation and understanding of Mount Cook National Park. Firstly, Carr et al found that the landscape of and alpine terrain of Mount Cook was the primary reason for people attending. However, because of the ‘hot spot’ areas where visitor numbers are concentrated in one area national parks were worried about the negative impacts as a result, such as erosion of paths and misunderstandings with the Maori people who live there. It was found that most visitors associated the natural area of Mount Cook with recreational activities and visual aspects rather than the cultural aspects and the Maori that live there. This is like My personal experience of recreation and landscape, which is best illustrated by my experiences gorge walking at Dinas Rock in South Wales. Walking up the river, using it’s the nature of the rivers depth, and flow to complete an enjoyable and fun experience. Whilst initially my intentions and reasons to go to this area were indeed to enjoy myself as a thrill seeker, the waterfalls on the river offer the perfect place for this.  However, on my visits to the Gorge, my understanding of landscape was changed. I could be accused previously of only seeing landscape as a tool for my own aesthetical and physical enjoyment, which can also be seen within Carr et al work. Gorge walking offered the opportunity to engage with nature, there I found that there are plants which are entirely unique to this gorge in South Wales, and that the gorge has also been changed over time to support the silica mines which once stood there, and these mines provided jobs and income to the local community. Suddenly I found myself wanting to protect this area, and tell others of its beauty, history contribution to the society as well as being a thrill seekers paradise. White (1996) states that ‘Nature has become an area for human play and leisure’ (p.173) White goes on to suggest that ‘play’ in the outdoors can help bring us closer to nature and that we are more aware of nature whilst engaging with it. Overall the relationship between landscape and recreation is a fragile one. Although the visual nature and the dramatic and unique landscapes provide the perfect place for recreational activities to take place, there is a danger that individuals are lost within the visual aspect, and personal gain from engaging in recreational activities rather than engaging with the other more physiological perspectives of landscape that are on offer. 

To conclude it has become clear within this essay that there are both practical and philosophical debate about the concept of landscape. However, Landscape should be viewed as a holistic concept encapsulating both practical understanding with personal experience in order to gain a personal opinion and standing on your perspective of landscape. It has also become clear that landscape will mean different things to different people, and the effect of social and historical and personal experience and knowledge of an area will contribute to your perception of landscape. It has also been uncovered that the importance of learning about landscape will in turn help to create a ‘sense of place’ within and individual, and that sense of belonging to a landscape will encourage it to be looked after and past experiences learnt from in order for them not to be repeated for the benefit of nature in future. Finally, the relationship between landscape and recreation was found to be a complex one. Landscape although provides the area with which recreation can take place, this can have a negative impact on the landscape due to overuse, however can also improve an individual’s sense of place and perception of landscape and therefore contribute positively.
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