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3. Basketball not ping-pong

Potential for: Improving the quality of questions/ quality of talk

What is it? Involving more than one learner in answering each question. If a
teacher immediately evaluates one learner's answer, other learners have no
incentive to listen or think. However, if a second learner is asked the same question,
a third/ fourth can be asked to evaluate which answer they think is more effective,
keeping all learners actively engaged.

The aim should be to extend the thinking and learning sequences in lessons, and to
keep all learners actively engaged in thinking and learning.
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2. Ask the audience

Potential for: Improving the quality of questions/ quality of talk

What is it? If a learner is asked to answer a question and appears to be struggling,
they/ the teacher can suggest ‘asking the audience’ or nominating a helper. This can
take pressure away from a learner who might otherwise feel stressed, but allows the
teacher to feel more confident about involving all learners in answering questions.
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