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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: A critical evaluation of how the far-right movement has affected Policing in the United Kingdom since 1930

INTRODUCTION:

I have chosen to speak about this topic in my dissertation, because it has been a subject which divides many opinions within communities and is a generational problem for many decades. My own personal interest in history and history of policing will be essential when it comes to studying and researching this topic as I have a heavy general interest in it. I am anxious to learn more about people’s opinions and I want to hear first-hand, the effects this subject has on people who have experienced it such as former police officers, victims and I am interested to hear from people who are on the fence with their opinions. I want to explore the topic from as early as the Second World War until the present day. I believe that this topic is worthy for consideration as it is topical to the present day and has multiple examples of historical incidents which will provide an ample amount of reading material and professional research references.

The far-right movement and politics in the UK has existed from at least the 1930’s springing from the British Union of Fascists, headed by Oswald Mosley and the inspiration taken from Nazi Germany when Fascist leader Adolf Hitler gained power in Germany in 1933 when he became Chancellor. Since the end of the Second World War the UK saw a raise in the 1960’s and 1970’s of white nationalist organisations which opposed non-white and Asian immigration. Parties such as the British National Party (BNP) were established in 1960. Through the decades, I will be looking into how such groups were policed by local police forces and how these groups were policed pre-PACE in 1984 and post PACE which will lead to the present day such as the English Defence League (EDL) and UK riots against immigration. In England and Wales in 2022/2023 there were a total of 145,214 reported hate crimes to Police (Home Office, 2023). 

There is justification to this research as it a very topical subject which is prominent now in the present day as it has been since the 1930’s. I have researched the works by Dr William Allcorn who is a professor at the Centre of Analysis of the Radical Right. I have also read works by Roanna Carleton-Taylor who is an author specialising in the events of the Far-Right movement and it’s politics. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The aims and objectives of my research are:

Aims:

1) To investigate the impact that far-right politics and ideologies has on communities and the communities’ opinions on how this is policed.
2) To have a thorough understanding of how far-right politics and ideologies started in the UK and through statistics, research which parts of the UK are more affected by area.
3) To use statistics and facts to outline Hate Crime in the UK and in accordance with UK Government’s justice system, examine how the Crown Prosecution Service deal with offenders and are the convictions handed to offenders’ fair.


Objectives:

1) Examine and research the history of far-right politics and ideologies and how it is still very relevant today as it was in the 1930’s
2) To develop an understanding of the communities who have experienced being targeted by far-right politics and their preferences of how to police the issues, and to understand why people are drawn into the ideologies of far-right politics
3) Acknowledge the impacts of funding which may affect policing.
4) To evaluate and equate existing research with the proposed evidence to seek any correlations
5) Analyse the efficiency of UK police forces and how they operate to deal with far-right hate crimes, including protests and riots.
6) To critically evaluate the impacts this topic has on communities, from the past to the present day and how public opinion can influence peoples perspectives.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

For the past 9 decades, far-right politics and ideologies have been a talking point in the UK. The ideologies of the far-right have been implemented within the UK since the founding of the British Union of Fascists in 1932 by Oswald Mosely. Since the party was banned after World War Two, smaller but many far-right became more prevalent. The radical right has been small, fractious yet persistent in nearly a century of activism (Feldman, 2024).  In a report commissioned by UK Parliament in 2023 regarding response and intelligence into far-right ideologies, it states that it is difficult to pinpoint and find those who are motivated by the ideologies. Understandably the Police or any other force or agency are not going to delve into tactics and intelligence reports on a public document, but it does show that trying to target and fight this ideology is a difficult task, especially in the modern day of internet use and people’s ability to hide their identity to spread their hatred. 


As a result of crimes changing and increasing, police forces being stretched on resources and the present-day demand on police officers, it is easy to see how reports of crime can slip through the net or not be investigated to a standard upheld by the public. In a report by the Police Federation it states that police resources are now so stretched that it is putting officer safety at risk (2022). In another report by Professor Blockley at Leeds Trinity University he states that police retention in the UK is now a national issue due to the demand and the rapid change in society, the police are struggling to keep up with the changes as the role is evermore challenging (2024). 

In 2021/2022 there had been 109,843 recorded racially aggravated hate crimes reported to police in England and Wales which was a 19% increase from the previous year. This statistic published by the Home Office shows that racially aggravated offences are on the rise in the UK and due to the modern-day technologies, such as social media, it is easy for people to access media and documentation which can influence their opinions. 





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

For my research I will be looking to provide an anonymous survey to distribute to local communities and communities such as Muslim, Jewish and of an ethnic background. This research will be used to corroborate answers and to seek information on how or if police involvement was positive or negative when reporting hate crimes etc.

I will also be asking former police officers or members of local community to take part in recorded interviews. The participants can remain anonymous if they wish to do so for the protection of their identity and this can be done via retractions or voice editing.

This will be best suited to my research as it is better to learn and gain an insight into how the communities cope with making reports to police or coping with being targeted through hateful means. I believe human interaction is the best way to 





	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 


In regard to the sampling framework, I will be asking communities such as Muslim and Jewish to participate as they have been the targets of far-right ideology over the past 9 decades. I will be asking those who have immigrated to the UK to take part to understand their desire to move to the UK and investigate if they had ever been targeted by racially aggravated hate. 

I will be asking former and current police officer their opinion on how the UK polices the far-right issues and how it can improve nationally as well as investigate their previous dealings with the topic.

I will also be sampling previous research on the topic and examine the similarities between historic far-right policing and the present day.




	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Due to this topic being somewhat sensitive and topical I can understand that some people may be reluctant to speak about their experiences or give their opinions on the topic. I will discuss with potential candidates of my research the options such as protection of identity when taking part in surveys and interviews. 

I will also provide information on support groups and mental health teams which can aid in supporting those affected by speaking about this topic. 




 

	TIME SCALE:

04/07/2024 – 07/04/2025
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