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Essay 3: script
Just to quickly mention, my laptops’ mic is broken so I’m unable to record. If that marks me down, I understand.

In this presentation I shall show my stance on circumcision and its’ legality as well as showing how I reached this conclusion. To begin we should look at the many types of circumcision that someone can have done. Firstly, being the simpler procedure the male circumcision includes having the foreskin removed from the penis and is left to heal, usually around a month to two months to heal completely. There are many reasons to have a circumcision, the reasons may include religious, cultural, hygienic or cosmetic. A person can have a circumcision at any age, but most men tend to have the procedure when they are still a baby, usually for the aforementioned reasons. Now let’s look at the reasons, mainly religious and cultural. The Jewish faith believes in a ceremony called a briss; it is a ceremony that occurs on the eighth day of a male child’s life where they are circumcised by a mohel or a ritual circumciser. The reason behind the ceremony can be found in Genesis where God instructed Abraham to circumcise himself and his descendants as proof of their contract to God. However, not all those of the Jewish faith follow this tradition though. Some families choose to have a medical circumcision in more sanitary surroundings whilst others opt out immediately. Another example of traditional circumcision can be found throughout many cultures in southern Africa. An example of this is Ngove village, Limpopo, South Africa. In this village circumcision is seen as a rite of passage into manhood. However, there is more to this rite than just circumcision, the boys seclude themselves from the women and are taught the ways of being a man by other male members of the village. This is a traditional male circumcision (TMC) opposed to a medical C=circumcision. Those who do not go TMC seem to be ridiculed and can be discriminated against; in this study of the village an it states “These boys are called with names such as “xivuri” (the uncircumcised) while the traditionally circumcised adolescent boy is praised and respected [Participant 3, II].
The family and community tend to attribute every fault that one makes to the fact that he didn’t undergo through the traditional male circumcision. This discrimination is usually strong around the winter season, where most traditional male circumcision takes place [Participant 4, FGD].
When someone has not undergone through the traditional male circumcision, we say that this guy is useless; he didn’t even perform the custom of Ngomeni (traditional male circumcision) [Participant 5, FGD].”
 
Before concluding on my opinion on circumcision, we should look at female circumcision and FGM. There are many types of female circumcision. The main ones being:
Type 1- Clitorectomy: Partial or total removal of the clitoris (a small, sensitive and erectile part of the female genitals) and/or the prepuce (the clitoral hood or fold of skin surrounding the clitoris).
Type 2- Excision: Partial or total removal of the clitoris and the inner labia, with or without excision of the outer labia (the labia are the ‘lips’ that surround the vagina).
Type 3- Infibulation: Narrowing of the vaginal opening by creating a covering seal. The seal is formed by cutting and repositioning the inner or outer labia, with or without removal of the clitoris.
This practice is mainly found in Southern parts of Africa but can also be found in some parts of west. Much like the male traditions it can be done for the same reasons. There is a lot of controversy around female circumcision as well many rumours and assumptions. One interview sheds light on said assumptions, that being ““disputing the myth of the sexual dysfunction of circumcised women” an interview with Fuambai S. Ahmadu by Richard A. Shweder” This interview addresses’ the rumours Through Faumbai’s personal experience of going through the procedure, the tradition is portrayed as a positive thing. However, one experience does not take precedence over anyone else’s. For example, a contradictory opinion can be found in an article written by Nice Nailantei Leng’ete. She writes about the harm the surgery can cause such as urinary issues to infections as well as problems with childbirth. 
So, to answer the question I believe that circumcision should not be outlawed, however, some form of regulation should be in place; for instance, a minimum age requirement and a programme that informs people about circumcision without bias. An important part of this as well is consent. Most of these people going through this procedure are usually still children. Either unsure of the consequences or have simply never been told. I believe the safety of the person should take precedence.
I came to this decision through the decision making of moral particularism. As seen above with the conflicting opinions, each case and each person have their own circumstances so it would be incredibly hard to enforce a law that accommodates every need.



[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Jewish circumcision (https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/25/well/family/cutting-out-the-bris.html#:~:text=A%20bris%20includes%20a%20circumcision,of%20their%20contract%20with%20God.)
Male circumcision in southern Africa (https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1557988318776446)
Types of female circumcision (http://nationalfgmcentre.org.uk/fgm/)
Ahmadu interview (file:///C:/Users/Benro/Downloads/FGM%20Amadu%202009%20(1).pdf)
Nice Nailantei Leng’ete article (https://www.figo.org/news/my-experience-fgm)
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