National identity in the UK (HPAN 5047)


Week 1: Introduction to National Identity in the UK

1.1 Overview of National Identity
· Definition of National Identity:
National identity refers to the sense of a shared identity among a group of people who identify with a specific nation-state. It is shaped by historical, cultural, political, and social factors.
· Concepts and Theories:
· Benedict Anderson’s Imagined Communities
· Anthony Smith's Ethnic Nationalism vs. Civic Nationalism
· The relationship between national identity and citizenship
1.2 National Identity in the Context of the UK
· The UK is a union of multiple nations: England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.
· How does the presence of multiple nations within one state complicate the concept of "national identity"?
· Historical influences:
· The Acts of Union (1707, 1800)
· The role of the British Empire in shaping national consciousness
1.3 Theories and Debates
· Essentialist View of National Identity: National identity as an immutable essence tied to culture, ethnicity, and history.
· Constructivist View: National identity as fluid and evolving, shaped by political, social, and economic contexts.

Week 1: Historical Development of National Identity in the UK

1.2.1 Early Formation of National Identity
· Pre-Union identities: The English, Scots, Welsh, and Irish identities before the formal unification of the United Kingdom.
· The British Empire: The creation of a “British” identity in contrast to colonial subjects.
· The impact of imperialism on national identity, both at home and abroad.
1.2.2 National Identity in the 19th Century
· Industrial Revolution and its role in shaping modern national consciousness.
· Romantic Nationalism: The emergence of national movements in Scotland and Ireland (e.g., the Irish independence movement).
1.2.3 The Impact of the World Wars
· WWI and WWII: How did these global conflicts shape British national identity?
· Wartime unity and the role of propaganda in crafting a unified "British" identity.
· Post-War immigration and changing conceptions of national belonging.
1.2.4 Decolonization and National Identity
· The decline of the British Empire and its effect on the British sense of self.
· The migration of former colonies’ citizens to the UK and the diversification of national identity.

Week 2: Regional Identities and the Challenges of Unity

2.1 Regional Identities: England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland
· The distinct national identities within the UK. How does each nation within the union maintain a sense of separate identity while being part of the UK?
· The role of devolution: The creation of the Scottish Parliament (1999), the Welsh Assembly (1999), and the Northern Ireland Assembly (1998).
· Tensions between a unified British identity and regional nationalism.
2.2 The Rise of Scottish and Welsh Nationalism
· The Scottish independence movement and the 2014 referendum.
· Welsh identity and the political rise of Plaid Cymru.
· The impact of Brexit on regional identities and demands for greater autonomy.
2.3 Northern Ireland and the Politics of Identity
· The historical tensions between Protestant unionists and Catholic nationalists.
· The Good Friday Agreement (1998) and its significance for Northern Ireland's national identity.
· The ongoing debates over Irish unification and the consequences of Brexit for Northern Ireland.

Week 3: Multiculturalism, Immigration, and National Identity

3.1 Multiculturalism and Its Impact on British Identity
· The shift from assimilation to multiculturalism in post-WWII Britain.
· The role of immigration in reshaping national identity: Caribbean, South Asian, and Eastern European migration waves.
· Key events: The Notting Hill riots (1958), the Suez Crisis (1956), and the Windrush Generation.
3.2 The Question of “Britishness”
· What does it mean to be "British"? Exploring the complexities of national identity in a multicultural society.
· The tension between “British” values and multiculturalism: debates around integration, citizenship, and national belonging.
· Examining political rhetoric surrounding issues such as immigration and national identity (e.g., Brexit debates, UKIP).
3.3 The Impact of the European Union and Brexit
· The role of the EU in shaping a modern British identity.
· How did Brexit, and the referendum vote (2016), expose divisions within British society regarding national identity?
· What does Brexit mean for the future of Britishness and national identity?

Week 4: Contemporary Issues in National Identity

4.1 The Debate over Nationalism and Globalization
· The rise of populist movements and nationalist sentiment across the UK and the wider world.
· Globalization and its challenge to traditional notions of national identity.
· How does the UK balance its national identity in an increasingly globalized and interconnected world?
4.2 National Identity in the Digital Age
· The role of social media and digital technology in shaping modern national identity.
· The impact of digital platforms on political movements, nationalistic sentiments, and the construction of collective identity.
· #Brexit and online echo chambers: How do digital spaces influence public perceptions of Britishness?
4.3 The Future of National Identity in the UK
· Can the UK sustain a unified national identity, or will regional identities continue to take precedence?
· What does the future hold for the concept of Britishness in the wake of independence movements, globalization, and multiculturalism?

Discussion Topics
· Discussion 1: The Role of the British Empire in Shaping National Identity
· How did the British Empire influence notions of "Britishness"? Discuss the impact of imperialism on national identity within the UK and the former colonies.
· Discussion 2: Brexit and the Fragmentation of National Identity
· How has Brexit divided the UK in terms of national identity? Is there a "Brexit identity"?
· Debate: Is Brexit a rejection of European identity, or a reaffirmation of Britishness?
· Discussion 3: Regional vs. National Identity: Can Scotland and Wales Stay in the Union?
· Discuss whether the distinct identities of Scotland and Wales are compatible with continued membership in the UK.
· Discussion 4: The Future of Britishness: National Identity in an Age of Migration
· How should the UK redefine its national identity in the 21st century to reflect its multicultural society?



