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Module Aims

· Introduce students to the contributions of significant philosophers to our understanding of education
· Consider the relationship between philosophical ways of thinking and the way we perceive education, learning and teaching today

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

· Outline and reflect on philosophical concepts and their value to educational theory and practice (e.g. freedom, knowledge, truth, morality, democracy, power, justice
· Outline and critically evaluate philosophical perspectives on the nature of education and educational methods
· Present original philosophical thinking on an aspect of education in a variety of manners
· To organise their knowledge and learning through the use of a range of information sources, including ICT and present their work at the appropriate level

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· What is education? A philosophic perspective
· Socratic education
· The scholastics – religion and education
· Rationality and reason (Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz)
· Empiricism (Locke, Berkeley and Hume)
· Education and the Enlightenment
· Romanticist views of education
· Philosophy of education in the twentieth century
· Knowledge, indoctrination and uncertainty
· Teaching and the complex role of the teacher
· Freedom and authority (freewill, determinism and self-determinism)
· Education and morality – utilitarianism and rights

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce students to relevant concepts, principles and practices. Practical activities will be used to support the application, discussion, and critical evaluation of the concepts, principles and practices. 
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	 30
	15

	Independent learning
	170
	85

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%





Proposed Timetable:

	Week
	Session
	Format
	Topic and further information

	1
	1
	Synchronous
	Introduction to the module and assignment Brief
· What is Philosophy
· A brief history of Philosophy
· Some Geographical Perspectives


	
	
	Asynchronous
	Assessment task


	
	2
	Synchronous
	Socratic Education
· Aristotle
· Socrates
· Plato


	
	
	Asynchronous
	An introduction to Eastern Philosophy
· Lao Tzi
· Confucious
· Buddha


	2
	3
	Synchronous
	Scholasticism Vs Humanism
· St. Augustine
· Avicenna
· Thomas Aquinas
· Desiderius Erasmus


	
	
	Asynchronous
	Rationality, Reason and Empiricism
The Enlightenment and Romanticist Views



	
	4
	Synchronous
	Early 20th Century Educational Philosophers
· Dewey
· Friere
· And others


	3

	5
	Asynchronous
	Free Will, Indoctrination and Morality


	
	
	Asynchronous
	Teaching and the Role of the Teacher


	
	6
	Synchronous
	Contemporary education and Philosophy for Children
Tutorials
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ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 25%

Group presentation (8 minutes per student)

In groups produce and deliver a presentation that critically evaluates one of the following concepts in terms of how it relates to educational philosophy and practice.

1. Morality and ethics
2. Experiential learning
3. Knowledge and the curriculum
4. Self-determinism
5. Teaching and the role of the teacher

Be prepared to defend your views from wider critique from the group. Presentations should be expected to last 8 minutes per group member and should incorporate time and opportunity for discussion with the wider group.

Please note that one group member will need to take responsibility for submitting any slides used through Turnitin by the end of the day on which the presentation is delivered.
	
Assessment Component 2 – 75%

Essay (3000 words) 

Critically evaluate the work of one or more of the following educational philosophers in terms of their contribution to our understanding or practice of education and their continued relevance in education today. You may wish to focus on one example of their published works or comment more widely on their broader philosophy.

Choose from the following:

· John Dewey
· Maria Montessori
· Rudolph Steiner
· Paulo Freire
· John Holt
· Aristotle

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	75%

	Practical
	25%

	TOTAL
	100%












Reading List

Essential

Bailey, R. (2010) The Philosophy of Education: An Introduction. London: Continuum.
Flanagan, F. (2006) The Greatest Educators...Ever! London: Continuum.
Pring, R. (2005) Philosophy of Education. London:-Continuum.



Recommended

Bailey, R. et al (eds) (2013) The Sage Handbook of Philosophy of Education. London: Sage. 
Barrow, R. (2009) Plato, Utilitarianism and Education. London: Routledge and Keegan Paul.
Buzzelli, C. and Johnston, B. (2002) The Moral Dimensions of Teaching: Language, Power, and Culture London: Routledge Falmer.
Curren, R. (eds) (2003) A Companion to the Philosophy of Education. Oxford: Blackwell.
Haydon, G. (2006) Education, Philosophy and the Ethical Environment. London: Routledge.
Kohli, W. (1995) Critical Conversations in Philosophy of Education. London: Routledge. 
Irwin, J. (2012) Paulo Freire's Philosophy of Education: Origins, Developments, Impacts and Legacies. London: Continuum.
McClellan, J. (1998) Philosophy of Education. USA: Prentice-Hall.

Background

Barnes, J. (1982) Aristotle. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Curren, R. (eds) (2007) Philosophy of Education: An Anthology.’ Oxford: Blackwell.

Journals 

Journal of Philosophy of Education
Studies in Philosophy and Education Inquiry 
Journal of Moral Education 
British Journal of Educational Studies
Educational Philosophy and Theory 

Websites 

http://www.educationindex.com/phil/ 
http://www.infed.org 
http://www.educationstudies.org.uk 
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