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Memorials and Monuments are created to show and represent commemoration of an event or person. These memorials and Monuments can have a significant personal meaning or can be a wider scale public commemorative event. The memorials can impact people who are involved or affected by past events such as death of relatives and friends.
The aim of this essay is to fully explore the meaning of “commemorate” and give an in-depth explanation of how memorials can show personal meaning within a public place. This essay in particular will focus on War, mainly researching into the Poppy. This next section will explore a range of memorials and monuments, showing how each of the following memorials commemorate in their own personal way. 

[image: Image result for Vietnam Veterans Memorial]Figure 1: Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Washington, DC – Maya Lin




















The Vietnam Veterans Memorial was created in 1982 to become an act of remembrance for the United States Soldiers that died in the Vietnam War. From research into the facts of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, it is said that on the walls “are the names of more than 58,000 men and women who gave their lives or remain missing” (The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, 2018, http://www.vvmf.org/memorial). As a result of this, the impact that the memorial had on the public in a personal way was and still is overwhelming because of the number of names on the wall being commemorated. Frederick Hart, the designer of the Three Servicemen statue said, “I see the wall as a kind of ocean, a sea of sacrifice that is overwhelming and nearly incomprehensible in the sweep of names”, this showing that the wall memorial was overwhelming. 
“By visiting the names and locating those they knew and lost, visitors are able to evoke and reflect upon very personal, specific memories” (Corbin, 2011-2012, p. 69, 70). From this quote, it is shown that the Vietnams Veterans Memorial had a personal meaning to the visitors regarding their own memories of relatives and friends that have been lost in the Vietnam Veterans War, bringing a connection between the wall and the visitors as a commemoration for them. This Commemorative Memorial shows respect for each man and woman who lost their life fighting, it honours them in a way that some other memorials don’t, as engraved into the wall next to each name are symbols which represent each person’s status, for example the diamond symbol means that their death was confirmed, and the plus symbol means they were missing in action. 
Michalski stated that “Lin’s symbolically linking two other key monuments in a triangular reference structure” (Michalski, 1998, P.202), which researching into the memorial, it has 2 monuments close by, which are used to compliment the wall. This reason being because there was controversy about Maya Lin’s initial design of the wall. The first being the Three Servicemen Statue and the second being the Vietnam Women’s Memorial.
[image: VietnamSoldiers.jpg]Figure 2: The Three Servicemen Statue – Frederick Hart
















The Three Servicemen statue was created in 1984 by Frederick Hart. The three soldiers are a real human life representation of the different ethnic groups within the Vietnam War, they stand not far from Maya Ying Lin’s memorial wall, almost in a gaze. The different ethnic groups show the diversity in the Vietnam War and looking at the soldiers in-depth, they each wear and hold a variety of items to represent the different clothing worn and guns used in the War. The Soldiers who fought in these wars were and still are “individuals of great importance” (Cork, 1994, P.228), which makes these memorials more personal because of what they could mean to the relatives of the soldiers lost.
[image: Image result for vietnam womens memorial]Figure 3: The Vietnam Women’s Memorial – Glenna Goodacre











The Vietnam Women’s Memorial was created in 1993 by Glenna Goodacre, a sculptor. The aim of the memorial was to honour the women that were a part of the Vietnam war, mostly working as nurses to support the injured soldiers during combat. Being nurses in the war was a big part for women because it was all voluntary work, so they should be commemorated just as much as the other soldiers. In this memorial, there are 3 women nurses surrounding an injured soldier, which shows the connection between the nurses and the soldiers. Having the Statue of the women nurses and the three servicemen, ensures that both are being equally commemorated along with the wall of names. With each of them aiming to commemorate the same event, they come together as one which people can walk along in a path to see.

Linking to the above memorials about the Vietnam Veterans War, as a Nation we also honour and remember the First and Second World Wars. There are several ways in which we commemorate them.
Armistice Day is one of the ways we commemorate the war and can also be known as Remembrance Day, this day is commemorated on the 11th of November because the First World War ended on the 11th November 1918. During this day, at 11am a Two Minute Silence is held in honour of the men and women who lost their lives fighting for our country. But also, on Armistice Day, Ceremonies are held, Wreaths are laid at the graves where the soldiers are buried. 
“When the fighting stopped, at 11 o’clock on the morning of 11 November, neither soldiers nor civilians could believe that the war was really over.” Since this, we have commemorated the lives lost in these ways. (Cork, 1994, p.217)
[image: Image result for remembrance day]Figure 4: The Poppy












The Poppy Appeal is a charity that was started by The Royal British Legion in 1912. The Poppy Appeal money goes towards supporting the people who served in the War and the money is raised in many ways such as donations, lotteries, public events and more. “A monument often becomes so powerfully symbolic.” (Nelson, R and Olin, M. 2003, p.205). The poppy is not a monument, but this quote has reference to the poppy because the poppy is one of the most well-known symbols of remembrance that is worn by many but not all. It is a powerful symbol of remembrance that took its inspiration from John McCrae’s poem ‘In Flanders Fields’. 

[image: Image result for in flanders fields original poem]Figure 5: In Flanders Fields – John McCrae




















The poppy represents commemoration as a symbol rather than a memorial or monument, however is worn for Remembrance Day and the quote “Wearing a poppy is a personal choice and reflects individual and personal memories” (The Royal British Legion, 2018, https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/how-we-remember/the-story-of-the-poppy/) has relevance to the essay question because it makes the suggestion that we are not forced to wear a poppy, we do so at our own will as each of us have memories of people who have been lost in War. Along with the Red Poppy, there is also the white poppy and the purple poppy, that both have different symbolic representations. 

[image: Image result for the white poppy]Figure 6: The White Poppy

















“There are three elements to the meaning of white poppies: they represent remembrance for all victims of war, a commitment to peace and a challenge to attempts to glamorise or celebrate war” (Peace Pledge Union, https://ppu.org.uk/remembrance-white-poppies). The white poppy has been a big controversial issue for a while, due to people having different opinions about who we commemorate for the war. Some people believe that ALL victims of the war, like the civilians should be commemorated along with the men and women who fought during the war because many innocent civilians also lost their lives and suffered from the Wars. The Video “Why a white poppy?” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=117&v=0TVRTiCq27U) answers the question from several people’s points of view about why they wear a white poppy rather than the red poppy. The Mirror newspaper reports that “The white poppy, sold by the Peace Pledge Union, is a symbol of peace and pacifism, and they are worn to signify disapproval of war” (The Mirror, MGN Limited, 2018), showing that there are better ways to resolve things than war. 
Focussing on the above topic about Armistice Day and researching into memorials that include the Poppy. The art installation “Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red” was installed between July and November 2014 by Paul Cummins and Tom Piper and acts as a commemoration memorial because each poppy represents one life lost during the First World War. This art installation could be a reminder of Flanders Fields, where the poppies grew because of art installation being spread across the tower grounds and the quote “only art can remove a moment from the whirl of events and place it before our scrutiny” (Stone, 1989, p. 7) tells us that art can show a story or message from an event in the past or present, in which as viewers, we critique.
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“The scale of the installation was intended to reflect the magnitude of such an important centenary and create a powerful visual commemoration” (Historic Royal Palaces, 2018, https://www.hrp.org.uk/tower-of-london/history-and-stories/tower-of-london-remembers/#gs.4_x6jLU). This art installation has a significant meaning for showing commemoration in a larger public event, the poppies are spread over the tower so that they can be seen around the whole tower. Writers in the Daily Mail published that “the public and tourists were touched by the scale and the sentiment of the installation with around five million people coming to pay their respects” (Joseph A, Matthews A, Daily Mail, 7th November 2016), which proves that people were affected by how large and moving the installation was. With the poppies flowing out of the tower and covering the grounds, it gives a sensation of freedom, something that soldiers who fought in the War, didn’t have. Jay Winter said that “great War writers did something else. They told us of the ironic nature of war, how it is always worse than we think it will be, and how it traps the soldier” (Winter, 2013, p.x). Following what Winter said, we don’t experience what the soldiers went through and the feeling of being trapped, but we experience the mourning of loss after. Each of us mourn loss whether its publicly or privately, we each experience different emotions when mourning – Sadness, Anger, Hate are just some of them. “The rendering of tragedy has as its ancient purpose the evocation in the spectator of the qualities or pity and terror” (Stone, 1989 P.8). Based on this comment, the tragedy of war is and will still be portrayed and represented in the memorials created in the past and the future, they act as a story of history that can be passed down through many generations, in honour of their memory.
So, coming to a conclusion, all of the above memorials and symbols create a significant personal meaning in a public place, in their own way. The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall, the Three Servicemen statue, the Vietnam Women’s memorial, the Poppies and the Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red installation vary in size, however each still show commemoration in a powerful way, that reflects the individual’s memories of the event of person and can cause public mourning. Each memorial is just as important as the others because it is a constant reminder of the fallen Soldiers, nurses and other men and women who fought for the country, that lost their lives. Linking back to the original question, memorials in a public place can have personal meaning when reflecting on a person’s memory of someone once lost. They are widely appreciated by people who served In war and also the relatives and friends, they are a commemorative event, place and symbol that brings out moving and powerful emotion and to commemorate is to honour, to remember and never forget not only the ones lost but the ones who served in War.
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