


	Targets 
	What I’m doing to improve 

	Revise all referencing conventions carefully.
	I have looked back at Harvard referencing guide and tried my best to reference correctly.

	Check that all assertions are linked to appropriate reading.
	I have chosen relevant sources to include in my essay.

	Aim to read a wider selection of both academic and professional literature.
	I have read three academic books and used government websites throughout my essay.




Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
Good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.

Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.


The curriculum for Wales 2022 is the curriculum that every school in Wales must follow. The old curriculum for Wales 2008, was not meeting the needs of children and this was first noticed in the PISA results 2012 and in 2015 whereby Wales had the lowest scores across all UK nations (Senedd, 2021).  Following the concern for children’s achievement in Wales, Professor Graham Donaldsons was set the task of reviwing the Welsh curriculum to improve achievement across Wales. He reviewed the Scottish curriculum prior to this in 2009 and gave 50 recommendations to improve teacher education (Scottish Government 2016). After reviewing the Welsh curriculum, Donaldson wrote ‘successful futures’ which is the report of his findings and recommendations and from this the new curriculum for Wales 2022 was designed (Donaldson 2015). This curriculum aims for all children to develop towards the four purposes which are ‘ambitious capable learners’, ‘ethically infirmed citizens’, ‘enterprising creative contributors’, and ‘healthy confident individuals’. The purpose of these statements is to encourage children to aspire and have good wellbeing. This curriculum is designed by practitioners for practitioners and each school will teach children differently. This curriculum has certain sections that must be followed, however the way the schools follow them is up to the headteacher. The 4 purposes should be valued and encouraged by every school as they are at the heart of the curriculum. The 6 areas of learning and experience (AoLEs) also must be in the curriculum. These are, ‘maths and numeracy’, ‘language, literature, and communication’, ‘humanities’, ‘health and wellbeing’, ‘expressive arts’, and ‘science and technology’ (Welsh government 2022). Then lastly there are 12 pedagogical principles that underpin teaching, 3 of which will be looked at in this essay.  (Impact Wales 2022). The Welsh curriculum is no longer focused on teaching the subjects separately, foundation stage, and focusing on summative assessments (Welsh government 2008). It now takes a cross curricular approach to teaching by covering all AoLEs, ensures children aspire, and have skills for the future, foundation learning and encourages formative assessment. (Welsh government 2019).


Principle 1: Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching. 

The first principle that will be looked at is ‘good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching’ (Welsh government 2023). This principle focuses on the way practitioners teach and how different approaches to teaching can have a positive impact on children’s education. Children were mainly taught by direct teaching approaches before the new Welsh curriculum 2022. It involves the teacher giving direct instruction through presentation and explicit guidance (Renard 2019). This approach can be successful for topics such as the alphabet or the days of the week when there is no experimental element involved. It is useful for when the whole class need the same information and guidance however it doesn’t take into consideration differentiation of children’s needs. Meeting the different needs of children is one of the QTS standards all teachers must meet so by using only direct teaching methods it would be difficult to meet this standard (Welsh Government 2019). 

Since curriculum for Wales 2022 has been in place, teachers employ a more blended teaching approach including outdoor learning, continuous/ enhanced provision and learning through play. Foundation learning which is 3–7-year-olds learn through play most of the time. Children have the right to play (UNICEF 2019).  Children enjoy playing at a younger age as it allows them to explore and experience learning in a fun and engaging way. It underpins children’s physical, social, intellectual and emotional wellbeing which is crucial in foundation learning. Piaget 1962 believed play was especially important for intellectual development as it encouraged cognitive and language development (Hamid 2019). 

During my enrichment days I have observed learning through play on many occasions. I have been based in a reception class and play takes up most of the learning. Children have access to all areas throughout classrooms including a home comer, doctors’ surgery, and a construction area. These areas form part of the continues provision available to them. Children are often playing in these areas however learning is taking place simultaneously. For example, the home corner can develop social skills by communicating with other children and role playing. Also, the enhanced provision tasks are often taught through play. For example, tuff trays were filled with glitter, rice, dinosaurs etc. for children to play in whilst also earning how to write their letters or learning about themes. 

Outdoor learning is another approach to blended learning that is often used in foundation learning. This is due to it having such a positive impact on children’s wellbeing and engagement. Outdoor learning such as forest school supports the holistic development of a child and the cross curricular approach to teaching. It also develops children’s self-concept and motor skills in turn developing their emotional and physical skills (Welsh government 2023). Forest schools are growing in popular as a lot of schools are getting training to become forest school leaders and creating their own forest school areas around the school. Forest schools offer children opportunities to explore and wonder in the natural world and allows them to take measured risks which is important for their self-confidence and decision making. Forest school also provides teachers the opportunity to take a cross curricula approach to teaching by involving multiple AoLEs into their lesson plan (Adran 2009).  For example, during enrichment I went outside with a reception class to do some outdoor learning. We were collecting sticks for them to make a photo frame out of to put their previously drawn family portrait into. This involved looking for the right length sticks which develops mathematic skills or measuring, it also included expressive arts as they were creating photo frames out of the sticks they made. Health and wellbeing is also involved, as it got the children outside in the fresh air. However, Maynard et al 2011, suggests that “letting children explore and play in the outdoor environment is not enough”. He believes the learning needs to be more focused during outdoor learning rather than explorative. This can be challenging as there is not much guidance about how to integrate outdoor learning into the new curriculum and the outdoor learning handbook 2009 is dated (Welsh government 2023). 

To guarantee all schools and practitioners are meeting this pedagogical principle they should ensure to use a blend of approaches like forest schools, learning through play and cross curricular activities. These should all be integrated into curriculum rather than extra activities. This may be a limitation for some schools as they could be unsure how to integrate something like outdoor learning into their curriculum as there is little guidance on this. On the other hand, blended approaches are a great way meeting children’s individual needs which is difficult to do with just direct teaching. 

 Principle 2: Good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.


The second principle to consider is ‘good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest’ (Welsh government 2023). This principle focuses on the lessons plans/criteria and resources used in the classroom to enhance learning, and how assessment for learning (AfL) and progression steps are used to understand how children have built on prior knowledge. Selecting tasks and resources is key to teaching and learning. Teachers need to select the right task and resource to enable children to learn effectively. To make this easier, teachers need to make a lesson plan with elements like learning intentions and success criteria for each lesson they teach. This means that they can stay organised and ensure that what their teaching is relevant and engaging for learners. Lesson planes usually include the resources that will be used in that session. Resources are there to enhance learning for example a working wall or a PowerPoint slide. They help maintain a positive and engaging environment. They can also be used to look at new skills for example the use of a calculator is a skill children learn trough school. Resources can also be personalised to individual learners meaning their differential needs are being met (Pearson 2017).  

An example of helpful resources that enhance learning is maths resources. Things like numecons number lines and cube links are used in maths lessons to aid children with simple addition and subtraction. Some children in higher progression steps may not need these resources but children in lower progression seps may find them helpful. They are suited to individual needs. in my enrichment days I have seen whole class teaching using number lines working on counting up and down in 10’s. this resource can. Be used in whole class teaching, small group teaching or even individual work. There is so much range of how resources can be used to enhance learning if their chosen correctly by the teacher to ensure their relevant. 

Something that comes into lesson plans is a learning intention. This is something the teacher wants children to be able to do by a certain timeframe that gets shared with pupils. John Hattie believes learning intentions are important as many children will be unsure unless they have specific direction (STEM learning 2010). With each learning intention progress should be made which shows that children build on previous knowledge. Often learning intention will have some previous knowledge brought into it, for example, “using your prior knowledge…”. This shows that most days children are being asked to use their previous knowledge to carry out tasks in their lessons and teachers can monitor this in their lesson plans.

Another way for children to build on previous knowledge is by being assessed and gaining feedback. This way they can act of feedback and learn from it, in turn building on prior knowledge. In the old Welsh curriculum teachers used mainly summative assessment, which is assessment at the end of the task, term, topic etc. For example, end of year exams (Carnegie Mellon university 2022). However, in the new Welsh curriculum 2022 teachers are encouraged to use formative assessment, which involves assessment children during their task and introducing peer and self-assessment as it will help children in their future learning (Welsh Government 2022). Dylan Williams believes formative assessment is crucial for keeping learning on track (Williams 2004). The assessment reform group 2002 said formative assessment is “the process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers to decide where they are in their learning journey, where they need to go next ad how best to get them there” (oxford university 2021). Formative assessments work well as they can help children build skills and knowledge along the way which helps them learn from mistakes. Questioning skills can be used to activate prior knowledge in the moment which gives children a chance to correct their own work. The disadvantage of this type of assessment is that it can be time consuming and complex for teachers. This could have an impact on the quality of feedback children receive, meaning their knowledge may not be improved (Tunnell 2021).


Principle 3: Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.

The third principle to look at is ‘good teaching and learning ranges within and across areas of learning and experience’ (Welsh government 2023). This principle focuses on cross curricular skills taught in schools. For example, the different AoLEs that are incorporated into lessons and themes. This principle also includes the focus on the different cross curricular frameworks which underpin teaching. These are the literacy, numeracy and digital competency frameworks (Welsh government 2022). Practitioners must develop children’s skills across all three curriculum areas by integrating them into the AoLEs during lessons.  

“Cross curricular learning is when skills, knowledge and attitudes of a number of different disciplines are applied to a single experience”. (Barnes, 2015, pg.11). Barnes, J talks about how good cross curricular teaching should be relevant and built into everyday life. It is important for lessons to be engaging as it will in turn, increase pupil involvement and wellbeing (Barnes 2015 pg.63). 

Dewey 1902 stated that “there is no benefit in creating a false opposition between ‘subjects’ and ‘child’ as a focus for curriculum” (Rowley and cooper 2009, pg. 2) This suggests that he believed that there should be a child centred approach to learning and that what children are taught should be based off their needs and experiences. This idea is now reflected In the Welsh curriculum 2022, as it takes a child centred approach and teaches relevant topics in cross curricular way. There is a huge focus on learning being practical and exploratory and that learning should take place through experiences especially in foundation learning. Planning topic work in a cross curricular way is beneficial for foundation learning as it allows topics to be covered together which is less time consuming, but it also helps children to see the relationships between different AoLEs and for them to be able to link it to everyday life (Kerry, 2010, pg. 53). 

It is important that practitioners are aware of the three cross curricular frameworks and that they are used in lesson plans regularly. Children need to develop these skills all the time and their progression should be measured often to ensure they are moving up progression steps appropriately. Learners need to be given a range of experiences and opportunities to develop their skills and enhance their learning of literacy, numeracy and digital competency. In literacy they should develop listening, reading, speaking and writing skills. In numeracy they should develop their use of numbers and ability to solve problems in real life situations. Lastly in digital competency children should develop the use of a range of technology to help them make sense of the world (Welsh government 2022). These skills should not be taught separately to the AoLEs, instead they should be embedded in the curriculum and integrated and reinforced into everyday learning. Each framework has progression steps that children should be working towards based of their learning. For example, foundation learners are usually in progression step one of two however occasionally they could be in progression step three if their a high achiever. There is a progression step for each strand of the framework. In literacy these strands include reading and listening etc. The aim is for children to be progressing in each skill throughout their education and by the end of it their equipped with literacy, numeracy, and digital competency skills that will aid them in real life situations (Welsh government 2022). 
While on enrichment days I observed many cross curricular skills being embedded in lessons and experiences. For example, in foundation learning, the iPads are often used by children to document work they have created. This is in turn developing their digital competency skills in lessons that may have been focusing on expressive arts or humanities whereby ICT isn’t a main factor. Literacy and numeracy are also always being used in the classroom by having enhanced provision materials out to encourage these skills or tasks during other AoLEs that develop those cross curricular skills. I also went to visit a museum with university to consider how to bring in cross curricular skills to a school trip whereby there were many ideas and experiences to do so. 


In conclusion, the curriculum for Wales 2022 has 12 pedagogical principles that every school and practitioner must follow. These are in place to ensure children get the best out of their education and that every learner has the same opportunities an experience throughout school.  In this essay there has been a focus on three of the principles. One focusing on using a blend of approaches to teaching, one on building on previous knowledge and another on cross curricular learning. Each are incorporated into the areas of learning and experience in different ways. The first principle talks about how different teaching styles can benefit learners in different ways and how a range of approaches should be used to enhance children’s learning experience. The second principle has a focus on assessment for learning and how ways of assessing children can have an impact on their progression it also focuses on how different resources can engage learners. And the last principle suggests how cross curricular frameworks (literacy, numeracy, digital competency) should be embedded in the curriculum to give children the best opportunity to develop these skills for real life situations. These principles always have areas for development. For example, in the first principle, some of the guidance on approaches to teaching is outdated and therefor can cause confusion. And in the second principle, certain ways of assessment could impact the overall quality of feedback a child receives and subsequently effecting their ability to activate prior knowledge in the future. Despite this, all three principals have many strengths and without the 12 pedagogical principles underpinning teaching, it would become very challenging to ensure every learner received equal opportunities in education. 
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