The ancient Egyptians were obsessed with the afterlife, they were deeply religious in their complex ideas of polytheistic beliefs and rituals, and they had specific ideology regarding kingship, which formed an indispensable part of what was ancient Egyptian culture. These beliefs focused on interactions with many deities which were believed to be in control of the world. Most of their religious practices were fixated on the pharaohs who were believed to have divine powers due to their position in society. The pharaohs acted as mediators between their people and the deities, and it was thought that they were obligated to aid the gods through the rituals performed and the offerings they gave. this can be seen through the funeral customs of the time such as Tutankhamun's mask which was created in 1323 BC. The masks were made for ceremonial purposes to cover the face in grandeur in addition to allowing the spirit to recognise their body after the death. This expression of grandeur, however, also aided in the ideology of kingship at the time therefore reinforcing that hierarchy into society. 
Tutankhamun's “Death mask” was originally found placed upon the shoulders of the mummified body of Tutankhamun inside the inner gold coffin of his grave in 1925. The mask was made using two sheets of high-karat gold that were hammered together, weighing in at 10.23kg with 21inch in height and 15inch width. A crystallography x-ray was conducted in 2007 which showed that the mask is mainly made of copper alloyed 23 karat gold, which was used to ease process of shaping the mask. On the surface of the mask there is however a layer of two different alloys of gold, an 18.4 karat gold for the face and neck as well as a darker shade of 22.5 karat gold for the rest of the mask. This was a conscious decision, not just to show wealth but also due to what were believed, at the time, as the religious connotations of gold. It was believed that gold has magical energy this was due to the idea that it did not deteriorate over time as well as the fact that it shone bright, like the sun god leading ancient Egyptians to associate gold with the power of the sun god, leading it to be referred to as the “flesh of gods.” 
There are also coloured glass and gemstones attached to the mask to make up specific features, for example, lapis lazuli was used for the blue eyeliner as well as the eyebrows, quartz was used for the eyes, obsidian for the pupils as well as carnelian, amazonite, and faience for other features. The ears of the mask are even pierced so they are able to hold earrings, this feature was usually reserved for queens and children in most reserved ancient Egyptian artifacts, a fact that has led some to believe the mast was not originally made for king tut. 
The “death mask” depicts Tutankhamun wearing a striped Nemes headdress, which was typically worn by pharaohs in ancient Egypt. Two goddesses are depicted on the mask. The goddesses Nekhbet, a vulture and Wadjet, a cobra who is associated with the eye of the sun and protects the pharaoh by spitting fire at any enemies. Wadjet is a goddess of lower Egypt and is associated with land where the cobra was present, and the goddess Nekhbet is associated with upper Egypt. These two deities together, are known as the “two ladies of the pharaoh” whose specific purpose is the protect the pharaoh. They are shown sitting just above the brow highlighting their purpose, to protect the pharaoh as well as symbolising Tutankhamun's rule over both lower Egypt and upper Egypt. 
False beards were traditional for pharaohs to wear especially during important religious and ceremonial occasions which would have been long and narrow, knotted and plaited with the end pocking forwards. Tutankhamun's death mask featured one of these false beards which was made out of gold, to represent the “flesh of gods”, it weighed 2.5kg and was ornamented with blue glass which gave it a plait like effect. They were considered to be sacred by the ancient Egyptians, only worn by gods and therefore pharaohs. Meaning the beard shown on Tutankhamun's mask was a symbol showing his status as a living god. The Mask also features a detachable, triple-string necklace customed with gold and blue faience beads with lotus flower terminals as well as uraeus clasps 
On the back of the mask there is a spell from the Book of the Dead, spell 151 which the Egyptians believed to be the road map of the afterlife. This specific spell would have been thought to protect various limbs of king tut as he transcended through the underworld. 
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