Latin II homework, week 4: p216 -217



Therefore,  Gavius was immediately led away to the magistrate of Messana, but by chance that day Verris also came to Messana. It was reported to him, that there was a Roman citizen who was complaining about being in the stone quarries of Syracuse; who was now boarding a ship and was ferociously making threats to Verres and had been brought back and guarded…. He gave thanks  to the men and praised their care and goodwill, and inflamed with fury and criminality, came into the forum…..suddenly,  he ordered that the man be brought forward into the middle of the forum and that he be bound, stripped naked, and that the rods be prepared. That wretched man shouted that he was a Roman citizen of Consa; to have (who had) served with L. Raecio, the great Roman knight, who does business in Palermo, which Verres can know/find out. Then, the accused, said that he had learned ….that he had been sent to Sicily by the leaders of the fugitives….then he ordered the man to be beaten from all sides. Meanwhile, my judges, the Roman citizen was beaten with rods in the middle of the forum, with no groans, amid the injuries and crashing pain, no sound from the wretched man was heard except “I am a Roman citizen”.  By mention of this citizenship he thought he would drive away all the blows and torture. He did not manage to ward off the force of the rods. However, when he implored even more and used the name of his citizenship, a cross – a cross, I say – was prepared for this unfortunate and wretched man, who had never seen such a bane. 
