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Task 3: Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of Tasks 1 & 2?

[bookmark: _GoBack]As a company, we successfully achieved the educational purpose of our touring theatre. We had a “clear aim and education objective running throughout”[footnoteRef:1]- to educate children on the effects of plastic pollution. After interviewing a teacher, I found out that despite “the UK teaching curriculum not specifying that teachers have to cover recycling or plastics, the environment is in both the Science and PSHE curriculum and reducing waste is covered in both of these.”[footnoteRef:2] Although the curriculum doesn’t cover recycling, after asking 33 9 – 11 year old children ‘Have your teachers ever taught you anything about recycling?’ 32 children responded “yes” [footnoteRef:3]. This proved that we could be factual in our piece as most of our audience were aware of plastic pollution. Throughout the play, we “included facts and figures with a strong message/ moral”[footnoteRef:4] which were proven to be overwhelming to the children (from the gasps and facial expressions I witnessed, especially in the landfill scene.) By contrasting the serious facts with visuals e.g. the fun, scary monster, the children remained engaged and excited about what they were watching. We told them facts explicitly, made them think about the facts but kept them focussed- “The great pacific garbage patch is three times the size of France.”[footnoteRef:5] Although the children found the monster humorous at times, by villainizing the “Great Pacific Garbage Patch”[footnoteRef:6] we created a threat in the scene.  [1:  https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zsbjn39/revision/2 ]  [2:  Megan Ford.]  [3:  Amelie Fitz Henry Roe, age 9.]  [4:  https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zsbjn39/revision/2 ]  [5:  Drowning In Plastic (2018 Documentary)- BBC iPlayer]  [6:  Drowning In Plastic (2018 Documentary)- BBC iPlayer] 

Nikita’s brother’s favourite song is “Rise by Jonas Blue.” [footnoteRef:7] We wrote a parody of this song with lyrics based on plastic pollution which, in practice, entertained the children. They reacted well to this song, joined in with our lyrics, and we had feedback from teachers saying the lyrics we wrote really made them think. We also wrote adaptations of warm up songs the children knew- e.g. “I like the flowers, I like the daffodils.”[footnoteRef:8] We made the lyrics convey facts and opinions on plastic pollution. At the Narberth performance, children were singing the original lyrics, meaning that they were entertained and intrigued with our parody.  By personifying the sea and singing “we hate the plastic, it’s dumped in by the ton” however keeping the physicality of a human, the children were made to think about what is happening within the sea. [7:  https://genius.com/Jonas-blue-rise-lyrics ]  [8:  https://www.musixmatch.com/lyrics/Beat-Boppers/I-Like-the-Flowers ] 

In a rehearsal, we devised my idea “The Princess and the Bottle Top” which followed the popular fairy-tale ‘Princess and the Pea.’[footnoteRef:9] This simple devised scene included physical theatre and the multi-use of stage blocks in a confined space. This then led us to the structure of Alice In Wonderland[footnoteRef:10] (having Alice in a Plastic Wonderland) as this familiar children’s book successfully allowed our audience to connect to our piece. One comparison we made through devising was the fall “Down the rabbit hole”[footnoteRef:11] and the multiple falls off the stage block and down the plastic prison ‘shoot’. This added a journey- also allowing us to educate the children that plastic has a journey (Edcar, Ivan and Greg.) ‘Small world theatre’[footnoteRef:12] influenced us to create puppets and props out of plastic like the ‘Cragen Sea Monster’[footnoteRef:13] they created for educational purposes.  [9:  http://childhoodreading.com/the-princess-and-the-pea/ ]  [10:  http://www.the-office.com/bedtime-story/classics-aliceinwonderland.htm ]  [11:  http://www.the-office.com/bedtime-story/classics-alice-1.htm ]  [12:  http://smallworld.org.uk/ ]  [13:  https://cleanseascragen.wales/ ] 

In the court scene, we broke the fourth wall to create “some level of audience involvement”[footnoteRef:14] as we made the children the jury, along with including them in my dialogue, “Well if Alice is getting 1,000 years then these children should too!”[footnoteRef:15] This added a sense of self-reflection for the children. After our research week, my group presented the local, global and independent solutions to plastic pollution. I created a poster showing the “6 R’s”[footnoteRef:16] (“Reduce, Re-use, Recycle, Rethink, Repair, Refuse”[footnoteRef:17]) making it visually aesthetic and bright because “bright colour is often thought to represent energy, happiness, carefree, risk and playful fun.”[footnoteRef:18] Although there are people developing ideas world-wide, (Boyan Slat[footnoteRef:19]) we encouraged the children that one person can make a difference. By ending our performance with the repetition of the sentence “What’s the solution to plastic pollution?” and Alice writing on the board and speaking the “6 R’s”[footnoteRef:20], the children had something visual in their minds when leaving the show allowing them to leave the piece knowing what they can do to make a social change.  [14:  https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zsbjn39/revision/2 ]  [15:  ‘Alice In A Plastic Wonderland’ Georgina Palmer- UWTSD ]  [16:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luE5Aeqjf1Q]  [17:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luE5Aeqjf1Q]  [18:  http://www.childsmindinnovation.com/post/35330521827/the-colour-of-childhood ]  [19:  Drowning In Plastic (2018 Documentary)- BBC iPlayer]  [20:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luE5Aeqjf1Q] 
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