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[bookmark: _Toc89780482]1 ABSTRACT
[bookmark: _Toc89780483]Using a variety of arguments and reading, this report will cover the differences and the importance between blended learning and traditional classroom learning in Higher education.
The main purpose is the one to analyse what are the advantages and disadvantages of both approaches.
The first section of each two, will be dedicated to a clear explanation followed by the Pros and Cons; the final part will include some recommendations.

[bookmark: _Toc89780484]WHAT’S BLENDED LEARNING?
[bookmark: _Toc89780485]Blended learning is an approach to education that combines both online educational materials and opportunities for interaction online with normal place-based classroom methods.
[bookmark: _Toc89780486]During face-to-face learning, the teacher supports the students by giving context and explanation and facilitates discussion among them.
[bookmark: _Toc89780487]The online components of the blended learning approach makes it possible for the students to do exercises and assignments at their own pace, in their own time.
[bookmark: _Toc89780488]This supports the information intake and helps them to prepare for or process the face-to-face part.

[bookmark: _Toc89780489]WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF BLENDED LEARNING?
Conciliable for larger audiences:
One big benefit that Blended Learning gives is that it helps reaching bigger audiences in a limited amount of time; this because in opposition to the normal approach, Blended Learning doesn’t depend upon the Lecturer being present all the time.
Regular classes often have a limit of 25 to 30 students at the same time.
Better preparation and feedback:
Another important advantage is that Blended Learning makes traditional classroom learning more interesting.
Student complete assignments independently, thanks to this they can come to class with the same level of knowledge.
A major consequence of this Is that there is more time for useful discussions and to practice what they have learned (Priscila, 2020).
Whilst students complete the tasks of the assignments by themselves, the teacher uses his free time to help students who need it the most, this as well Is one the facilitations that this approach gives.
Students set their own pace:
Some people find studying with others difficult, specially when different learning methods are being used; on the other hand, whilst in contrast to this, several individuals might enjoy learning in a group.
Though using a strategy that involves both could do wonders for the class, this is also called ROTATION MODEL.
This method gives the students the possibility to face difficult topics on their own without preventing them from sharing their skills and knowledge with others.
Reduction in costs:
Blended Learning requires less classroom meetings, fewer instructors and less commuting time.
Thanks to this there’s less money spent around.
Great for the ones who are not fans of technology:
Some people in the education sector aren’t fans of technology although given the fact that no one can deny technology’s benefits, Blended Learning can be the best solution to take (Priscila 2020).
It’s funnier:
Trying to keep the audience committed and engaged on the lesson can be boring and very hard at times.
Often teachers find themselves repeating the same thing over and over and they can never be sure if what’s been said has been listened and understood by the audience.
Blended Learning wipes out this issue by moving the theory part online followed by a few tests to measure the student’s knowledge.

[bookmark: _Toc89780490]WHAT ARE THE DISADVANTAGES OF BLENDED LEARNING?
Temporarily increased work for the students:
Most of the people agree with the fact that a big effort is needed when starting using this approach due to the overload in the initial phase.
Students now a days are used to the normal classroom method therefore they find it hard to switch to a new one; they often find themselves wondering how to balance face-to-face learning with online learning, it can take quite some time to see the benefits of this learning approach.
Lack of motivation:
The way Blended learning is set up is very important, if it’s not done correctly, it might lower the motivation of the students.
Never disregard the fact that not every online learning approach will fit everyone, this includes tasks, subjects and the organisation.
Students who are more used to practical things might not like long sit down classes; when the teacher plans, he/she must not forget about small details like this one in order to reach full benefits.
Basic technology knowledge:
Basic technology level Is required in order to take part to the lessons and complete the online assignments.
The audience can’t learn much from a screen if they can’t use it or nevertheless, if they are not interested; a small introduction to the new learning technique is often used as solution to the problem.
Appropriation and validity problems:
Appropriation of someone’s work is a common problem in online learning; the temptation to look on the internet for stuff while learning trough the phone or laptop is always high.
To prevent plagiarism from happening, teachers tend to use plagiarism checkers, timers or random questions in order to give all participants a different selection from one another.
Also, there are browsers that block web navigation and prevent participant from looking up answers during online tests.

[bookmark: _Toc89780491]WHAT’S TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM LEARNING?
A traditional classroom is where a teacher moderates and regulates the flow of knowledge and information.
Students are expected to continue developing their knowledge of a subject outside of school through homework exercises. Here, students’ main resource is their instructor who only teaches them face-to-face.
It involves tests at regular intervals to test student’s comprehension; in this model classes hours, place and pace of learning remains the same.

[bookmark: _Toc89780492]WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM LEARNING?
More interaction:
A classroom environment offers students the opportunity to have face-to-face interactions with their classmates and teacher.
On the educational side, students get a chance to participate in a lecture or class discussion in person, when they do not understand something, they can easily ask for clarification to the teacher.
Traditional experience:
A lot of students just know one style of education which is the classroom environment             therefore they find themselves more comfortable in it.
Many students rely on this structure to support their learning and changing to an online learning experience might make it hard for them to study material.
Organisation:
Traditional classroom settings teach students how to develop organisational skills.
Starting from getting there in time; in a live classroom, students are held accountable for being prepared to do schoolwork, which includes having done their homework the night before, being ready for quizzes, turning in assignments by their due date and being prepared for in-class discussions.
In effect, students learn how to organise their time, prioritise their assignments and get their homework done.

[bookmark: _Toc89780493]WHAT ARE THE DISADVANTAGES OF TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM LEARNING?
No flexibility:
A classroom-based learning also involves having a predetermined schedule and no change of subjects.
Student’s life schedules should work around school and not the other way round; if they’ve got any emergency that prevents them to take part of the lesson their attendance won’t be marked, and they’ll be registered as absent instead.
Travel considerations:
Those who must travel long distances to get to school need to organise themselves in order to get in class on time, often the weather plays against those who come from far away.
Travelling long distances also mean that more money will be spent, this, combined with the cost of the studies itself, may cause financial issues to some students or the families.
Spoon feeding:
Due to the fact that the students rely on their teachers the creative side of their personality is suppressed, this makes it harder for them to know their strengths.

[bookmark: _Toc89780494]EVALUATION OF TEACHING AND LEARNING IN THE PAST AND PRESENT
EDUCATION FOR ALL:
In the past, education was only accessible to men, women were given the housewife role; now the scenario has changed; both men and women are considered equals…
Favouritism over sex is considered against the law, both parts have access to teaching as well as normal learning.
COMPREHENSIVE LEARNING:
Back in the days education was more comprehensive, teachers used to cover all aspects especially physical health and personal skills were considered very important.
Teachers wanted their student to learn spiritual and physical education.
However, now a days learners are being forced to study hard in order to compete at global level.
TECHNOLOGICAL EDUCATION:
One of the biggest differences between education the past education and present is indeed the use of technology.
The lack of it made it hard for both teachers and learners to gain access and memorise knowledge.
Comprehensive and extensive learning was the method used in the past; now a days people can educate themselves in any part of the world trough mobile phones, tablets or laptops.
Now there are books online accessible for cheap prices too.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
Religion was part of the formal education in the early ages, although today due to secularism, religion has become a private matter and student have the opportunity to study it by themselves in the way they want it; due to the old gender segregation, women were only allowed to participate to religion lesson while men had access to all the other subjects.

[bookmark: _Toc89780495]PERSONAL RECOMMENDATION:
Blended learning is more effective compared to traditional classroom learning. 
The difference is made by the fact that learners can focus on all contents at their own pace, during live sessions the teacher can work with individuals to support their unique needs and goal. 
In a blended learning environment, students are free to pose any queries without fear of being judged.
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