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Reflection

Many theorists have had their say in literacy and all have had their own impact to differencing effects. The three I draw inspiration from are Noam Chomsky, B F Skinner, and Lev Vygotsky. These are all known for their contributions to cognitive theorists. “Cognitive theory asserts that it is the way we think about a situation, rather than the situation itself, that leads us to feel a particular emotion and behave in a particular way” Caroline L. Donovan, in Handbook of Child and Adolescent Psychology Treatment Modules, 2023 , https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/psychology/cognitive-theory#:~:text=Cognitive%20theory%20asserts%20that%20it,behave%20in%20a%20particular%20way. All three are these are arguably the most notorious cognitive and learning theorists there has ever been even B F Skinner was someone I have wrote about previously on another portfolio. 
I have drawn inspiration from Skinner whilst working with literacy as in my work I have worked with students who were not fans of literacy but had shown promising literacy skills but did not want to show it. So, I use some of his theory and offered rewards for doing and completing work but also told them they could not have these rewards or do the things they normally enjoy until the work was completed. This proved to be a success as it made them more motivated when the next literacy activity came around as they wanted that praise and reward again. 
Chomsky worked within cognitive development in children and people as well but instead of giving positive and negative reinforcements he found using different words that we use activates mechanisms in our brain that we use to process things. I emulate this by giving information in literacy to the kids in such ways that will trigger a reaction to try better their development and language skills in literacy.
Vygotsky theory I believe is the one that can help literacy the most and the one I use the most. “a child's cognitive development and learning ability can be guided and mediated by their social interactions.” Lev Vygotsky's Theory of Child Development - Gowrie NSW, https://www.gowriensw.com.au/thought-leadership/vygotsky-theory#:~:text=Vygotsky's%20social%20development%20theory%20asserts,an%20independent%20journey%20of%20discovery. I use this by starting multiple discussions between the kids throughout the day asking and bringing in as many as possible this broadens their horizons keeps them engaged throughout the day. This will develop not only their language and speech it will also improve confidence.
All these theorists have compelling theories that most people will look at and follow even after all of these years they are still as strong as ever and being adapted. In more recent years some policies however have made the way we approach literacy in schools most famously Donaldson Successful Futures Report (2015) “Donaldson concluded that there should be six main areas of learning and experience. Each of the areas are vital in contributing to the four purposes. These are: 
1. Expressive Arts
2. Health and Wellbeing
3. Humanities
4. Languages, Literacy & Communication 
5. Mathematics & Numeracy
6. Science & Technology”
What You Need to Know About the Donaldson Report, 24 September 2019, by Educate Group, https://educate-group.co.uk/2019/09/24/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-donaldson-report/#:~:text=From%20conducting%20the%20review%2C%20Donaldson,part%20in%20life%20and%20work
This was put into place to make schoolwork more fun and appealing to students this put in place then to make students more ambitious, creative, confidence and informed citizens this will give them the tools to becoming more integral parts of society and give them the platform to move forward with their lives and be successful in whatever field of work they find themself into. Donaldsons report led to his plan being put into place in 2015 by the Welsh government and still being used to this day. 
This is another insight on how children work as this is not theories to try however is a whole different curriculum to try and improve education and better our kid's future in work and in society and better engage then into their education. As someone who was in school when these reports came in and now work in schools where they have only been improved on more the education system is looking more accepting of all types of kids and I feel like there has never been more variety for lesson, support and future works for students and the Donaldson report is a big factor in this.
However, this inclusive education may not work for some students as some do not want to attend school no matter what or when they do it is more a distraction than wanting to learn. These students are usually from more deprived areas, and this may be from a lack of support from home or a willingness to rebel from school as it is what their parents did. “Findings indicate that community-level improvements such as increasing safety, connectivity and employment might help in child's education attainment, mental health and reduce risk taking behaviours.” SSM Popul Health. 2023 Jun; 22, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9986621/#:~:text=Children%20growing%20up%20in%20poverty,the%20negative%20impact%20of%20poverty.
This shows that when you upped the child's living situation the results of GCSEs and not having issues with getting in trouble in and out of school. This would have a direct correlation with kids in deprived areas struggling with their literacy as they probably missed out the education due to never attending school or getting bad grades that ultimately left them not being able to progress in life and further their literacy and language skills.
In my video I read the book Sam the Dog a book for younger kids that my younger siblings enjoyed when they were kids. It was an easy to follow book with small amounts of words, pictures and opening ended questions that a kid could answer and interpret what was going to happen next and put their own spin on things. I felt like this was a good book to read because of this as kids will see things how they want to see it and can also do and show things in different ways that you may not have thought or seen yourself. 
I felt like I did well as reading stories is not normally my thing in the work I do as I'm currently working with GCSEs students so they have to do the reading themselves plus this video was to be presented to a younger audience so I would present in more of a way that they would enjoy as I want to engage them better. Also, I feel like I did well show the pages of the book with the illustrations as they were really good, and it helps give the child a clearer picture on what Sam looks like and how he acts. However, the stuff I did not think I did to well on where I feel like I went through the pages a little bit too fast, and this led to me having time to fill at the end. I feel like I should have asked more questions and left time for answers as opposed to giving my opinion and how I view things.
In my evaluation on how I done I’d say their definitely room for improvement as I have done really well presenting but also feel like I left a lot of room for improvement as I feel like I went a little too fast at times and really should've taken my time as it is easier for the younger children to keep along with the story also I can then ask them about their thoughts and feelings and to picture to me how they see Sam the Dog behaving and what can they see him doing giving them more a sense of involvement which will only improve their literacy skills but also help with creativity as they will then begin to imagine not only their views but also imagine classmates and my views on top of that. I also forgot to give a follow up activity which I quite easily could have done so next time I most definitely would give one.
In conclusion I see this as a definite success as it is my first time doing something of this genre and although I can see ways to improve, I also see a lot that I am happy with, and I could take forward in the future. I believe that I have made a strong foundation to build on and even if I do not work with that demographic currently if put in that situation I definitely could and gain even more experience and continue my development in helping kids with their literacy. I believe that this video and book could help kids with their literacy in the early years as there is not too many words, there is punctuation throughout and has good visuals that will grab kids attention and most definitely a great starter book and there is other books with similar animals that they can learn with if they ever get bored of this book before maybe tsking the next step up.
Next time I would definitely do some things differently I would give a follow up activity for the kids to do such as writing a story on a different animal maybe even their own dog so they could practice writing, punctuation and also spelling all key parts of literacy. I would also ask more questions and try to start a group discussion maybe drawing on a board all their different ideas and we could create our own Sam the dog story and see how different it was to the book and maybe start guessing what happens next they could write on a whiteboard what do they think Sam does next and closet gets a point making it a more interactive experience whilst also getting them to practice literacy without them even knowing they had done it. I would also do things similar however such as presenting my ideas because this can help them form and voice their own ideas to me as well. I would also keep showing them the pages but maybe this time show punctuation and explain why we use it where we use it and what purpose it holds to a sentence. I also believe I talked pretty well and showed good confidence in myself and would like to translate that to any future readings I do as it will help the kids better understand me and want to listen.
I emulated for this reflection of my reading the work of Gibbs reflective cycle in which he believed you should work of 5 factors in reflecting anything that is to start by step 1 description, this is describing what you have done, why you have done it maybe when you've done it all things that are relevant to your situation. Step 2 feelings which is how you felt you have done and what the work has made you feel during this process and how you feel now after doing it. Step 3 is to evaluate which is to pick positive and negatives from this work and really just see how you feel you have done as a whole. Step 4 is to conclude what have you out of this what has others gained how can you better yourself really see how it looks and what do you need to develop next time. Last step is action what are you now going to do to change this and make sure it is perfect next time out how do you the what you have learned and proceed into the future with it. “The reflective cycle is a way to better learn from experience. It can be used to help people learn from mistakes, to make sense of situations, and analyse and reflect on their reactions to different situations.” By the Mind Tools Content Team, Gibbs' Reflective Cycle, https://www.mindtools.com/ano9qiu/gibbs-reflective-cycle 
This is a really effective way to reflect not only in your work but also in your everyday situations and can give you the benefits to not only get better in your line of work but to also better yourself as a person it is very important for people to look at themselves and take accountability and look to change and I feel this is a perfect way to do so and deserves the credit it so rightfully gets all these years later.



