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The United Nations Convention on the rights of the child is an international convention which applies to all children and young adults under the age of 18. This convention has been set up to help recognise the rights of children and young adults and to ensure they live ‘in the spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance freedom, equality and solidarity’ Scottish Alliance for children’s rights (2019, p.1) states. OHCHR (no date) suggests that the convention has been to put in to place to empower all children and young adults, no matter their language, sex, race, colour ethnic, disability and status every child has right. Carrying on, UNCRC provide 54 articles suggesting governments should work together to require the child’s basics needs and to make it available to all children, Save The Children (No Date). In 2011, the Welsh government introduced the UNCRC, The Rights of Children and Young Persons law, this provides information on the Childs rights.



Article 16- All children should have the right to privacy (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016).

According to Children’s And Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (2019), children have the right to voice their thoughts and opinions through having the right to privacy amongst their family life, time on their own in their own space and keeping their messages and calls confidential, in relevance to article 16. 

 All practitioners should only discuss information with permission, this respects the child’s thoughts and opinions. however, under the GDPR and Data Protection Act 2018 information can be shared to the appropriate individuals who need it, if practitioners have heard information that can cause harm and put the child at risk, HM Government (2018).

Through the scenario of a child’s parents divorcing resulting in the child moving school and house, the child’s voice must be listened too, this will hear the thoughts and feelings on the situations and have the child’s views considered and taken seriously, Nutbrown, C. Children Right’s and Children Education (1996). 

The school maintained a confidentiality policy which will allow the child to have confidence in making its own decisions and reassuring that information is only passed on to other professionals with permission and if so, this is done by the line manager, Children Work Force Development Council (2010). Having this policy in place allows the child to have a right to privacy, Unicef, article 16 (2009). 

The government has set confidentiality procedures in early year settings and schools to help every child have the right the privacy. Sielearning (2009) states that confidentiality protects information on an individual. Having the confidentiality procedure in place allows pupils to talk about their problems and have their views taken seriously in a safe environment without feeling judged, Counselling Directly (2019). Practitioners laying out the foundations in the early years will encourage individuals in receiving guidance and support in the future, Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council (no date).
Article 3- All adults should always put the child as the number one priority, resulting in the child getting the best outcome (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016).

Through the scenario of the Child’s parents divorcing resulting in the child moving school and house, the Childs voice must be listened to by the adults, in this case the parents and practitioners making their decisions on their best interest of the child. The child may not want to talk about their thoughts and opinions but could disagree with a decision. If the child does not decide on what it wants to do, Counselling Directory (2019) states that practitioners should involve a councillor with the Childs consent, this will give the child a chance to voice an opinion without a fear of judgment, resulting in the child getting the best outcome. 

Childcare practitioners should take Article 3 into consideration as their decisions can affect the child. Practitioners should always communicate with the parents and child as Children Work Force Development Council (2010) states a good communication builds confident relationships allowing the individuals to feel engaged, resulting in them finding out more information so their decisions affect the child positively. 

According to Children’s and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (2019), adults should put the Child at its best interest when making choices that are going to affect them. These decisions are made by considering what is most appropriate for them in their everyday lives and making sure the child is protected and cared for, in relevance to article 3. 

There are movements that have been put in order to help parents and practitioners decide on what is the child’s best interest. For example, the government bringing in Custody of the child, Child Law Advice (no date) suggest parents should consider where the child feels more comfortable. Carrying on, Documents related to the Victoria case were failed to be seen by the Council, the practitioners on this case failed to acknowledge the information, showing that the child weren’t the number one priority Community Care (2018). To prevent this, the government now have a United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child law put in place. 


Article 18- Both parents have equal responsibility for the upbringing and should always consider what is best for the child (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016).

According to Children’s and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (2019 p.1) Children have the “right to be brought up by with both parents if possible”. The Child will have the right to speak about their concerns and decisions, in relevance to article 18. 

Through the scenario of a child’s parents divorcing resulting in the child moving school and house, the Voice of the child must be listened too as the decisions are going to affect the child, Nutbrown, C. Children Right’s and Children Education (1996). In the scenario, the school interacted with both parents, which allowed them to discuss their concerns, talk about the child’s strengths and weaknesses and play an active role in their child’s education, Wolverhampton Parent Partnership Service (2019). This allowed both parents to be engaged with what is going on within the school. 

Wolverhampton Parent Partnership Service (2019) suggests it is important that practitioners engage with both parents when dealing with situations in an Early Years setting. Australian Research Alliance (2012) shows that parents engagement has positive effects on the child, some of these positive effects include school attendance, social skills and engagement with work. 


Article 12- Every child should have a right to an opinion on what they believe is best for them. They should also have the right to be listened to (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016).

According to Children’s and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (2019) children and young people should have a voice to express how they feel and have their opinions taken seriously without feeling unworthy.

It is superior that practitioners listen to a Childs opinion and hear their thoughts and feelings on what is affecting them. Also, Children don’t always share information and if so, it’s not always accurate so it is important that practitioners listen so they can make further observations, My County Council (no date p.1). 

Through the scenario of the child’s parents separating resulting in the child moving school and house, the child’s opinion must be listened too. Furthermore, the school listened to the thoughts and feelings about the change and asked the child to voice an opinion on their feelings and if the situation was affecting them. It was important that the views were taken seriously, Unicef (2009) article 18. Carrying out these procedures respects the child and makes them feel a part of society and promotes equal opportunities Nutbrown, C. Children Right’s and Children Education (1996). 

Movements such as the Reggio Emilia approach has been put in place to allow children and young people the right to an opinion. The approach benefits children as it allows them to have the right to be listened too, so the children will feel they have had their views taken seriously, Early Learning & Kinder (2018). Furthermore, it inspires children encouraging their creative thinking, Early Learning & Kinder (2018).
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