Name of the tool: Perplexity AI — an AI-powered answer engine designed for research that combines real-time web search with large language model synthesis to deliver concise, cited answers.

Availability – free/paid/cost: Freemium model. Free plan: unlimited basic searches with citations + ~5 Pro Searches/day. Pro plan: $20/month (or $200/year) for unlimited Pro Searches, deep research reports, file uploads, image generation, and multi-model access (GPT-5, Claude, etc.). Education Pro: $10/month for verified students.

Ease of use: Clean, minimal interface centered on a search bar; answers appear in seconds with numbered, clickable citations in a sidebar. Reviewers rate usability 90/100 or 9/10, praising its snappy response times and intuitive source verification.

Effectiveness for research: Highly effective for fact-based queries, market research, academic work, and fact-checking. Every claim is linked to a source URL, enabling verification and reducing hallucinations. Independent tests show ~94% accuracy on factual queries and overall research scores of 8.1–8.4/10.

User reviews: Users consistently praise its speed, citation transparency, and strong free tier. Common critiques include occasional reliance on SEO-heavy sources for citations and weaker performance on long-form creative writing compared to general-purpose chatbots. Overall score around 8.4/10 for research tasks.

Popularity: Processes ~780 million search queries monthly (as of mid-2025) and serves tens of millions of users worldwide, making it one of the fastest-growing AI search engines.
