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Proposed Title: The Stories We Tell 
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My book, The Stories We Tell, will be a modern contemporary fiction work which 

will be centred around the topics of racism, social issues, and politics.  

  

This book follows the life of a 23-year-old ambitious female main character, Azariah 

Waldron, who aspires to be a tele journalist with William Murray Bentick (WMB) 

Media in London. Her CV is undeniably impressive, but for her boss, William, her 

skin is too dark. She is offered to work with the company as long as she agrees to go 

through an internship period where she’ll be “trained” before she appears on live 

Television. In the meantime, her role will be confined to writing special feature 

articles for the media corporation. However, after she starts, Azariah realizes that her 

boss never intended to make her a part of the team.  

 

Her colleagues are uncomfortable with her presence and the only thing she’s able to 

write are the weekly advert columns. Azariah’s special feature articles never seem to 

reach the editor and the star role is given to an underqualified woman named 

Annalise, who is just the right shade of black. After confronting William about this, 

she leaves in hopes of tracking down an independent story that would get her the 

recognition she desires. 

  

She returns home to her family in Notting Hill, aspiring to write a feature story on the 

history of violent protest actions in the community and picks up a part time job 

assisting her neighbour and friend, Nadar, with running his supermarket. While in 

Nothing Hill, an unarmed young black man is shot and killed by police. Her younger 



brother witnessed the entire thing, and the evidence is on his cell phone. The officer 

behind the gun is a white, middle-aged man. He’s also her brother-in-law, David.   

  

Determined to pass off the issue as a hate crime, a police squad raids the supermarket; 

they suspect the community to be a hub for instigating protest actions. They insist that 

Nadar is the ringleader for the protests and that he is withholding information from 

the police. He is brutally attacked before taken to custody. Azariah, who witnessed the 

entire thing is thrown in the midst of a race fuelled war that is threatening to drive her 

and her boyfriend apart.  

  

On the frontlines of the protest actions, the case of her father’s death is reopened. 

Patrick Constance was allegedly shot and killed by police. They claim that he was 

mistaken for a radical in the series of hate crimes that sparked the Notting Hill Fires. 

No one knows more than that, until now.  

  

Her desire to write a feature story leads her to two life changing women: Nora 

Blackwell, a 68-year-old Black British retired nurse and Sue Chung, a 71-year-old 

Asian immigrant. These women teach her how to deal with racial tension, hate crimes, 

and social injustice. Armed with this information, she creates her own podcast, where 

she shares with her community the lessons the women taught her.  
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Chapter 1: Sincerely, No 

 Azariah’s ambitious life and an introduction to the MC; WMB interview 

where she’s rejected for TV but given a lesser role.  

 

Chapter 2: Girl, don't try me  

 Azariah doesn’t fit into the aesthetic of the company; her colleague Jillian 

ridicules her; she relays her experiences to her boyfriend, Wyatt. 

 

Chapter 3: The Star Lead  

 Analise the new light skinned black intern is given the role of hosting the 

company’s #1 TV program ‘Daystar’; her confrontation with William; Azariah’s real 

motive for wanting to be on TV was for her late father to see her as a “star”. 

 

Chapter 4: I'm coming home  

 Azariah decides she wants to show them what she can do; her boyfriend 

encourages her to write about Notting Hill’s history; Back home, Nadar, her 

neighbour asks for her help like old times; brief encounter with Wyatt’s brother. 

 

Chapter 5: Racism is everywhere  

 Azariah looks into the history of the town; News of a young black man shot 

sparks protest nationwide; she finds a lead for her story. 

 

Chapter 6: What is my Story? 

 Azariah writes an article ‘The ugliness of Racism’, reminiscing upon her 

Father; Fast forward- Nadar is attacked in the supermarket. 

 

Chapter 7: A new direction 

 She sees video of the murder; Her boyfriend finds out what his brother, David 

did; Tension ensues between the two; Azariah meets the women for her lead story: 

Nora and Sue Cheng; Her brother encourages her to take a stand. 

 

Chapter 8: Lesson 1 

Interview sessions with Nora and Sue; first life lesson given: Don’t treat people how 

they treat you; war ensues in Nothing Hill; refuses Wyatt’s calls. 

 

Chapter 9: Lesson 2  

 Second interview sessions: You are not just your colour; Sue Cheng’s past and 

Nora’s assistance that forged an unlikely friendship; views on BAME are shared; 

Azariah’s brother wants her to join the protest; She thinks about David and Wyatt. 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 10: Lesson 3  

 Azariah joins the protest lines but leaves after it turns violent; She meets with 

Wyatt and tells him all about Nora; she reminds him of lesson 3: If you have a voice, 

you can raise it; Azariah goes to see David. 

 

Chapter 11: Oh, my brother 

 Nadar’s family on the protest line, cell phone video leaked with the murder; 

protest increase and become violent. 

 

Chapter 12: Lesson 4  

 Azariah is disappointed that the video was leaked and confronts her brother; 

reluctantly to believe his story Azariah leaves in frustration; Wyatt calls and questions 

Azariah; She goes to see Nora but instead has a conversation with Sue Cheng; lesson: 

Learn to fight back in a new way.  

 

Chapter 13: Lesson 5  

 Azariah learns that Sue Cheng’s son was the centre of the rebellion in Notting 

Hill; she lost her husband and her son in one night; lesson: A violent man can never 

stop violence; Azariah now questions what happened to her father. 

 

Chapter 14: Lesson 6  

 Azariah continues to write her feature story; she learns more of BAME issues 

and their indifference with police brutality; She returns to see Sue Cheng so she can 

learn what really happened the day her father was killed; she’s unsuccessful but 

briefly speaks to Nora who shares another lesson: Who are you, Black woman? 

 

Chapter 15: Lesson 7  

 Pensive and curious Azariah digs deeper into the town’s history; Wyatt comes 

to see her; she takes him to see Nora and Sue who teach them a lesson on history.  

 

Chapter 16: How dare you 

 WMB wants Azariah to come back to the company to save their reputation; 

Azariah realizes that she never wanted that dream and refuses. She reconciles with 

Wyatt and her brother. 

 

Chapter 17: The trouble we don't seek  

 Her brother is arrested for instigating a rebellion; Azariah tries to bail him; 

Meanwhile Wyatt is attacked by an angry protester. 

 

Chapter 18: Look within  

 Azariah remembers what she learned from the two women and applies their 

lessons; she manages to secure bail for her brother; Wyatt tells her how he truly feels 

about the entire incident and his brother’s crime; He spills about the Nothing Hill 

fires. 

 

Chapter 19: Murder and Mayhem 

Wyatt ignores Azariah; Azariah goes to see David again; Azariah learns that David 

was there the night her father died; Angry, she goes to see Sue who tells her what 

happened that night; Shocked, she leaves.  

 



Chapter 20: Lesson 8  

Azariah ignores everyone; She remembers lesson 8 (A note on grief). Unsure 

of her next steps with her feature article, she takes a walk through her town and feels 

inspired; she decides to start a podcast. Meanwhile, protest actions are less violent as 

new policies implemented.  

 

Chapter 21: Girl, chin up  

 Azariah starts putting the stories from the ladies together; she forgives her 

brother and tries reaching Wyatt; meanwhile she shares her goodbyes with the ladies 

who will soon be leaving Nothing Hill; David is convicted of murder. 

 

Chapter 22: These are their stories  

 Azariah shares her podcast with a local company who agrees to publish it; She 

also publishes the feature article that she initially wrote in the papers; Nadar reopens 

the supermarket and Wyatt finally calls to talk; Azariah continues to share her stories 

and eventually starts her own media company.  
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Rationale 

  

Why should your book be published? 

  

 This book offers a fresh perspective on the concept of racism, social issues, politics, 

and police brutality in an easy flowing and relatable manner. It is filled with racially 

diverse characters and issues that reflect modern reality. With a rise in society for 

more diverse characters of colour, accurate representation, and equality, I think that 

this book is timely and will suit the current state of affairs that we are living in. In 

addition to that, I’ve noted that Harper Collins is committed to equality, curbing 

underrepresentation, and diversity in publishing. Given that, I believe that The Stories 

We Tell reflects the purpose of Harper Collins.  

  

  

What is its likely audience? 

  The main audiences for this book are persons with an interest in racial issues, 

advocates for equality, social justice groups, BAME members, BLM movement, 

followers of the hashtags #blackgirlmagic, #alllivesmatter, and women & men of 

colour influencers. The readership can also expand to those who are looking for 

relatable, diverse, and strong lead characters that are passionate about equality, 

creating a better world, and unity. Additionally, persons with an interest in books 

where wisdom from one generation is passed down to another will find this book 

appealing.  

  

  

What are your particular credentials for developing a project of this sort? 

I started taking myself seriously as a writer about a few years ago. Previously, I’d 

only write when I felt inspired to do so and that would generally be off and on. Now, I 

am pursuing a joint Bachelor of Arts Degree in English with History. I’ve always had 

an interest in telling stories about characters from a first-person perspective, but I’ve 

longed to do more than that.  

 

I’ve done extensive background research into the lifestyle, racial tension and social 

disorder between the community, legal systems, and persons of colour. I’ve also 

looked at countless interviews with various members of the BAME groups in the UK 

that feel marginalized and victimized by the lack of support from other members 

within the group, police brutality and the few non BAME faces that seem to be 

concerned with their issues.  

 

Over the last three years, I have worked on a social media campaign dubbed 

#RaiseYourVoice, which was geared towards inspiring persons of colour to speak up 

about their issues, document their thoughts and feelings about the racial tensions in 

their respective communities and provide helpful solutions to those issues. In March 

of last year, I was invited to speak at TEDx Talk, where I gave a presentation entitled, 

‘The real reason they don’t see us’, and since then I have received countless 

correspondences via e-mail and letters with persons sharing their experiences and 

suggesting that I publish a book on my thoughts about race, politics, and conflict. In 

June of last year, I successfully launched Project Reset, a mentorship program for 

young victims of racial violence and their families in order to help them overcome 

their fears and stabilize their lives. The project was successfully and sparked an 



inspiration for me to write something that is relatable, tackles the issues that I’ve seen 

and the strategies that are proven to work. While a non-fiction story could have been 

suited, I realized that a modern contemporary fiction work will be more relatable, 

impactful and that the stories we share with each other are the reason why people find 

hope, courage, and strength in times of trials.  

 

 

What other books cover a similar area of interest? How does your book differ 

from these? 

  

Under the HQ imprint, the following books are of a similar interest:  

 

We Are Not Like Them by Christine Pride and Jo Piazza  

 

 All That’s Left Unsaid by Tracy Lien  

 

The titles that I listed above cover the themes of political turmoil, social issues, sense 

of self and place, racism, and death. Unlike, The Stories We Tell, they offer no 

external wisdom from older characters that have an interest in resolving the issues 

plaguing modern society. 

 

The Stories We Tell does not shy away from the realities of racism, conflict, and 

violence. It openly deals with the questions of self-love, the prevalence of hate crimes 

and the segregation that exist among Black, Asian, and Minority Ethnic groups. While 

Christine and Jo’s book deals with the ugly side of racism, it does not delve into the 

racist mindset that can often occupy members of the same ethnic group.   

 

 

What is your projected word count?  

The projected word count for this novel is 91,000 words.  

  

Would you want to include illustrations or any other diagrams? 

 No, I do not.  

 

 

 

 


