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Rationale 
During this Portfolio I will be showing and discussing some examples of work we use in our setting which will help promote the language and culture of Wales including the historic and geographical places in our local area and help build our pupils into bilingual learners and ethical informed learners and helping them to have the most successful future as they can.  
Welsh being used in our educational setting has improved massively especially because up until the very late 1900s we were discouraged from using welsh, they did this through the years by using a piece of wood which was called the welsh not, children had to wear this if they were caught speaking welsh in their educational setting and will then be punished at the end of the day by both their school and at home by their families. However, with the help of some of the Welsh fluent speakers and some MPS such as Gwynfor Evans who threatened to go on a hunger strike because the conservative party wouldn’t stick to their deal after winning the government election, they then brought the language of Wales back from the brink of extinction. Welsh is now compulsory for student up until the age of 16 and there are so many more opportunities to learn welsh for example there is a full-time welsh channel on national TV with a mixture of shows for all ages and the channel S4C has teamed up with UWTSD (university of wales trinity saint David). There are a lot more job opportunities out there in Wales where fluent Welsh speakers are needed/required and its never to late to learn welsh as there are now so many different opportunities to learn welsh as adults such as apps on phones, courses and sabbaticals. The Welsh Government have also started making ambitious targets to double the amount of welsh speakers to one million by 2050 this is a very positive step forward for the government and Wales as a nation and now the welsh language has the same respect as English. 
Pembrokeshire is a English speaking county in the south west Wales which Is heavily a agricultural, fishing and armed forces county and also famous for their national park walks and beaches but only with 30% of the county speak welsh this is because of the amount of English people who moved here for agricultural work, armed forces and industrial revolution. However, the local county council and welsh government are hoping this will improve in the incoming years, as they are offering more job opportunities for welsh speakers and this starts by education for children, so they have built a welsh medium school for ages 3 to 18 in a local town called Haverfordwest and another Welsh medium school has just passed planning to be built in Pembroke. A welsh medium school is where children have the opportunity to an education of all subjects in Welsh and it gives greater educational gains in both language's and offers children so much more opportunities in life choice such as work etc. They also want to work in partnership with schools to improve the standard of teaching welsh as first or second language and make sure it's on the timetable of all schools in these schools we should ensure that all learners develop their welsh language skills to their full potential and encourage sound linguistic progression from one phase of education and training to the next and help contribute and reinforce welsh language skills in familes and in the community they live in. 








Overview of chosen activities
The first activity we do as a whole school approach is our national St Davids day where the whole school take part in activities and year group concerts including early years and flying start because children are born ready to become bilinguals and multilingual this is the best time for them to learn and pick-up welsh the easiest and repeat through their school years. They perform to their friends and families, giving them a sense of belonging and helping them become ethically informed citizens. This links well with the new curriculum made by Graham Donaldson which gives the pupils a successful future, our school is a pioneer school for this new curriculum. When doing Saint David's day they get to showcase and learn many different skills such as poem reading and reciting, singing songs in welsh, speaking welsh to a big audience and some year groups even do some drama. It gives children the chance to learn about welsh history and heritage and we also give the children a chance to do activities with parents at home and take part in eisteddfod competitions such as baking, photography and many more “when families and schools work together children tend to learn better” (Professor Alma Harris and Dr Janet Goodall. 2007.) This helps our pupils to have more control of their learning and awareness of language through different aspects of the curriculum. We also provide our children with the opportunity to become Welsh ambasordors in our Crw Cymrage where they are chosen to represent our school at welsh events and competitions such as poem or story reciting etc, they also help the other children in their class, year group and the rest of the school to improve their welsh by making sure every class has a welsh display and has English and welsh translations around the class for everyday things such as pens, sharpeners etc, they would also lead assemblies in welsh and speak to any visitors in welsh whilst meeting once a week with our member of staff who lead Welsh in our school.Another Welsh activity that I have chosen from our school is tric or clic, this is an educational resource used mostly in foundation phase, we trialled it first in year 2 made by Canolfan Peniarth. It helps teach the children the Welsh sounds which will then help the children learn the language quicker. This activity can be a whole class approach or in smaller groups working with teachers or LSA (learning support assistant) we use it in small groups and do a rotation so group with the teacher groups with LSA and then a group would be independent they would then have a intense 20/30-minute session and rotate so everyone gets the opportunity to work with the teacher and LSA. This is using the scaffolding approach by Vygotsky letting the children learn from staff and they have the chance to learn from each other. Like any other subject tho the children may need extra time with the staff members to embed and become confident in what they are learning, and every child learns differently and may take some pupils longer than others, but its ok for children to make mistakes as john Piaget stated in his visible learning programme. This was a success in year two so we have now differentiated and implemented it across the school making it suitable for all ages groups its helps the children learn the sounds to be able to build into words then sentences throughout the school and in transition into and throughout secondary school. We are very lucky to live in Pembrokeshire where it has a powerful history from all the castles to the dockyard which was used in the war etc. This is very good for our pupils to learn about the history and geographical events that have taken part in their county and Wales, we very often help our pupils become ethical informed citizens by taking them on day trips to these places for example recently before the pandemic our year 4s went to the Pembroke castle as their topic was Henry VIII and our year 6s did WW2 so went on a trip to the Dock yard to learn about the boats and many other guns etc that were built and how Pembroke dock was bombed helping them engage in real life experiences which then helps them when they go back to the classroom to use in their work as it gives the children who learn by being visual and kinesthetics' a chance to learn the topic or learn something in a way they may not off when in class. “The importance of these real experiences helps deepen their knowledge further and support their learning in a more tactile approach” (Piaget Garhart, 2013, p92). 




Conclusion
In conclusion of making this portfolio I have found that we are giving out pupils a well-rounded approach to learning the Welsh language and we give the children a lot of opportunities to do activities across the curriculum.  It has come a long way from the late 19th century where it was almost extinct, and it is more encouraged to speak and learn welsh knower days and pupils are encouraged to speak and learn welsh through play and work to help them have a good foundation of the language. Although the numbers are very low in Pembrokeshire of people speaking Welsh schools have teamed up together so they start from foundation phases and help the children make progress and have a positive attitude to their native language however some year groups do not consistently make children learn welsh this is because of the demands of the curriculum and testing being introduced to years groups from year 2 onwards and children higher up the school are less likely to learn through play as much as the younger ones and should already have a strong basic understanding of Welsh vocabulary which they use in everyday situations in school. Another factor which impacts on the pupils is the lack of interest from parents as they do not speak Welsh and never have to and this would help massively if the connection between the individual education the home and the community and with the help of parents and educators' children are born ready to become bilinguals “language is a system of communication but also a vehicle for power” (Gergen 1999). As I said above in the activities Tric or clic is a activity used in foundation phase a problem we noticed from this could be if the children are taught the sounds incorrectly, they will then start say words incorrectly, so teachers and staff need to have basic training in Welsh, this is now happening and there are many opportunities for adults and staff to learn welsh now through online course, night courses and even sabbaticals. I also found today’s young children don‘t knows much about where they live or the history of their local area this then impacts on interest in welsh as they don’t know anything about it or where they come from and everyone has the responsibility of organisations within Wales to acknowledge and facilitate that right. We provide out pupils with many opportunities to engage with Welsh in many different ways such as work, clubs, competitions and even offsite visits and residentials trips. Obviously 2020 has a negative effect on this due to COVID this is because we had to do online learning and children have missed on saint David's day and online learning was on the important things such as maths literacy and wellbeing meaning Welsh took a back step this has then meant us starting again after lockdown to imbed the basics across the school.
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