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Pupil Development 
Grant (PDG)

What is PDG?
A Pupil Development Grant is 
available to assist families on 

a low income to buy school 
uniform, sports kit, uniform 

for enrichment activities, 
school bags, stationery etc. 
Please note IT equipment is 

excluded from this grant. 

Who can get it?
The grant is available to 
pupils entering:

• Reception class or Year 3 of 
a maintained primary 
school

• Year 7 or Year 10 of a 
maintained secondary 
school

• Aged 4, 7, 11 or 14 in a 
special school, additional 
learning needs resource 
base or a pupil referral 
unit.

www.cardiff.gov.uk

www.cardiff.gov.uk

https://gov.wales/
pupil-
development-
grant-pdg-poster-
schools

Why was it 
introduced?

The point of the policy was to mitigate the structural 
inequalities that some of these children experienced living 
in poverty. It doesn’t matter what their levels of 
attainment are; they can be high-achieving pupils, for 
all I care. They also ought to receive the benefit, because 
the argument is that they should be doing better than 
where they are now. And I think schools have not really 
grasped that, partly again because there are other 
priorities in the school, particularly for many schools 
about raising levels of attainment.
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grant-
everything-
you-need-to-
know/
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development-grant/
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