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[bookmark: _GoBack]In this essay, I will be writing a response to the ‘Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum’ article written by Huw Lewis. The purpose of this article is to explain how Welsh will be incorporated into the new curriculum and shows how the Welsh government is committed to helping the education system with developing and promoting the Welsh language. The article highlights a number of challenges that need to be addressed to help the Welsh language prosper in Wales’ education system and relates other work into solving these challenges.
There is a big focus in the article on the ‘One Language for All’ document explaining how it addresses poor teaching standards of Welsh and low attainment in the subject. One of the main points highlighted in the article is that “too many young people are leaving schools without the effective Welsh language skills they need” (Lewis, 2015, pg.1) this may be due to the time allocated to teaching Welsh not being enough, Welsh is taught as little as one hour a fortnight in some schools. There is widespread support across Wales for teaching the Welsh language however, there is a considerable variation in practice this is a big problem and creates different levels of fluency in Welsh across the system because some pupils are more exposed to Welsh than others (Developing the Curriculum Cymreig, 2003). In some schools I have visited, Welsh is embedded into every lesson for example; through giving instructions in Welsh and switching between English and Welsh when explaining tasks and activities however, in some classes the teachers use less Welsh and only teach Welsh in Welsh lessons this may be because the teacher is not confident enough to use Welsh variably in all lessons. 
Furthermore, Lewis addresses this issue and discusses the importance of equipping teachers with better skills, by supporting them when using the Welsh language. There are many primary school teachers in Wales that have a lack of confidence and ability to teach Welsh second language this is an issue that needs to be addressed because this may be one of the reasons behind children not being able to speak the language after thirteen years of learning it due to their teachers not being able to speak it either. There are solutions to this, some teachers have been going on an intensive Welsh language training course through the Sabbatical Scheme to improve their Welsh however a long term solution could be that the entry requirement of Welsh could be increased from a C to a B to improve teachers’ levels of Welsh on education courses to improve their quality of teaching the language(Teaching Tomorrows Teachers, 2015).
Personally, I think the education system teaching Welsh is not working currently because children have no desire to learn the language therefore causing a lack of interest in the subject, this could also explain the decline in students picking up the subject for A level. Also, parents and carers are not aware of the benefits of learning Welsh which means they are not fully informed when making a decision about educating their child. If more parents or carers were aware of the benefits it might encourage them to try and use the language in their home more and get their child more involved with the Welsh language. There are not enough opportunities for pupils to engage in Welsh outside of Welsh lessons (One Language for All, 2013) for example; children do not get the chance to listen or practice using the language outside of school, this is supported by A Living Language which states that the way Welsh is portrayed in society needs to be changed, Welsh needs to be promoted more widely and used more in the working environment. (A Living Language, 2012) 
In my opinion, all these issues and challenges need to be addressed as the system is currently creating pupils that are not confident enough to use the Welsh language. There needs to be improvements made because Welsh is an important part of a child’s learning, it conveys a sense of identity (Developing The Curriculum Cymreig, 2003) and gives them context to their learning by learning about their country and where they come from. However, by speaking and learning Welsh at school it is not enough to maintain and save the language, Welsh needs to be supported and used in the home aswell (A living language, 2012).
Lewis also mentions the key recommendations from the Donaldson report; the curriculum is greatly evolving in Wales, moving away from traditional subjects and moving towards interconnecting areas of learning however, Welsh will be kept as a “compulsory element” (Lewis, 2015, pg.2) of the curriculum and its six areas of learning and experience. Welsh will be taught in the foundation phase by learning the language gradually and naturally through Welsh rhymes, songs, commands, greetings and simple stories (Welsh Language Development, 2008). In key stage two, the focus of Welsh will be on helping pupils to understand and celebrate living and learning in Wales, learning about Welsh culture and further improving language development. In my opinion, I think this approach will be successful because the children will be growing with the language from a young age, this is supported by Estyn’s report which states that by children learning Welsh at a young age in school it prepares them for lifelong learning and helps them play a full part in society (Estyn, 2017). 
In addition to this, Lewis promotes the use of pioneer schools to assist the use of the new curriculum when incorporating Welsh. The three core subjects Literacy, numeracy and digital competency in the Donaldson framework will play a big part in promoting the language and giving all pupils “an opportunity to successfully learn Welsh” (Lewis, 2015, pg.3). The use of technology will enable Welsh to grow; radios and televisions enable Welsh speakers to participate fully as digital citizens (A Living Language, 2012), I think if we used this concept in the classroom and used technology to help teach Welsh the children will have a more creative, powerful learning experience because by implementing speaking and listening activities into the lesson the children will be able to listen to Welsh from another perspective and listen to other people speaking Welsh increasing their familiarity with the language.
In summary, there are many benefits for young people being able to speak Welsh when they leave school this is outlined in the Estyn Autumn 2017 report which states that there are cognitive advantages, learning Welsh helps to teach appreciation of diversity and also enriches the pupil’s experiences of life in Wales (Estyn,2017).  Bilingualism is proven to have many benefits, the ability to speak, read and write in two languages can also benefit how children learn, by using two languages within an activity it can make the children’s learning experience more motivating and valuable (Welsh Language Development, 2008) this would create an enriching learning environment and help pupils achieve “transactional competence” (Lewis, 2015, pg.2) teaching pupils with the aim that young people will be able to use the language in the future naturally conversing and interacting with others.
In my opinion, I think that Welsh can be promoted more by increasing its use in day to day life and increasing people’s awareness of the value of Welsh as part of Wales’ national heritage and also developing useful language skills in modern life. ‘A living language’ document outlines some ways Welsh is promoted I think we should take advantage of these and build from them. Also, I think history and geography are two very important subjects that can easily incorporate the Curriculum Cymreig, there are lots of opportunities to promote Welsh in these lessons by using the Donaldson concept of context with learning. In addition to this I think that more time needs to be dedicated to teaching Welsh because languages need to be practiced regularly to understand them and gain fluency in the language. 
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