

My Character 

Using the techniques learned from Impro & devising & the Script & rehearsal module, such as listening, keeping the energy alive, do not overthink, and respond naturally, The Character I have developed through this improvisation process is a low status bread maker. Battling with oppression. This plays with the concept of status (Johnstone, 2021) in reality and in his imagination. I felt that to understand the character the most I would investigate how he walks talks and acts by himself, and with his friends. From some research and various communications, I have conducted I thought he would be quiet sticks to his Job, very loyal to his boss and likes to stick to traditions. Although I felt when he’s pushed, he will fight for what he has to.






 
Writing my monologue

I had some writer’s block, trapped in the story and script I realized after speaking with a friend and guidance from the teacher I cut straight to the actual character relation to both characters Mike and the Tyrant. I put everything in the present moment (Macmillan, 2021). which is where I found more of a sense of urgency and drama also Clive Barker and Brecht talk about this on page 113, focused amplified the character relation, as to who my character was relating to in every moment. I started to feel the character and the piece a lot more and after some time, I came back to it and just combined both scripts because I liked both. 

The exploration of narrative skills as an element of devising drama 

I decided that although the character has moved along in the story and the dictator has been killed, I thought I’d make the first part of the speech as a dream, like he killed the dictator although he was battling in his subconscious. Carl Jung states in the book of interactive and improvisational drama that “A far greater part of the subconscious mind operates as a source of constructive intuitions, humour & inner guidance” pg 342 (Blatner and Wiener, n.d.)
With fears of oppression, fighting and killing the supreme leader was I felt his subconscious trying to overcome these fears.   

To summarize the character traits and themes I was playing with dreams of heroism and hopelessness and towards the end the relation between my Character Fin and Mike who was the older man who he felt was like a father figure. Building on this relation feeling quite close to Mike and the confronted with his stillness and lack of any reply causes a tragic feeling of extreme loss and isolation within Fin as the whole module was working with the themes of current events during lockdown i.e. then I felt this was relevant.

 
· Drawing from my own experience basically coming down from London at the start of lockdown and deciding to engage with the course I felt lucky as the world was entering strange times although regarding themes of isolation living in my own flat close to family and so on I and perhaps others I thought could relate to this feeling at the end of being alone. Nevertheless, all experiences drawn from my own resources help a character to be felt as Brecht mentions (Macmillan, 2021)
 


 The idea is a low status character, but I felt clearly, he has something about him as often one of my learning points also during the Shakespeare module is that often things exist in opposites, for example a low status character may outwit the higher status one. I felt that after I learned more about the actual understanding of this I felt that when I came back to it, it was more interesting as it seemed clear that there was a strong internal desire within this character to break out and overcome any oppression and trouble in his way but putting the dream where he is fighting in there at the start and having this traumatic death happen to his friend Mike at the end I felt added some contrast of emotion. I also thought it would be quite inevitable that there would be a strong feeling build within him to do something afterwards leaving plenty for the imagination.














I researched the effect of some different dictatorships when in power and after they have been taken from power and the effect on the people 

A dictator that is still in power such as North Korea where Kim Jong un runs a totalitarian dictatorship killing people of the public and even his own family, this dictatorship has caused the public to live in fear of death and imprisonment for whatever such action the dictators deem wrong. I used some of this to understand the way people act.  


 

Moammar Gadhafi who was a dictator that was killed in Libya in 2011 due to a 40-year reign of a dictatorship that he held power of creating an autocratic type of government without any democracy of any party. Regardless of the humanitarian intervention. To understand how people react to a dictatorship after he got assassinated. The staying power corrupts, and total power corrupts absolutely the absolute uprising after his assassination a phenomenon occurred with the rebels where the regain of some sort of power and control caused much hysteria and rioting. This research helped me investigate how people act when a dictator has been taken down and killed.


Personal notes and general feeling of how the assessment went 

I felt my performance went fairly well, I had some nerves due it being a re-sit and was hoping to overcome them. I worked to do some walking and breathing exercises to remove them beforehand overall I was impressed with my script writing as for the monologue I tried extremely hard building this all hours of the week since the last module. I did my piece remembered the lines although creating a pause in the middle I felt this could have been for dramatic effect 
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