History and theory 1- coursework 1 
Coity castle
Coity castle is a prominent ruined structure from the medieval period which stands in the village of coity higher in my local area of Bridgend, and one of my town's most historically significant Norman fortresses. The castle origins date back to the late 11th and early 12th century, which took place shortly after the Norman conquest of Glamorgan, this was when Payn de Turberville established that a defensive stronghold would be constructed at the site as a part of the Noman's expansion in the south. The original form of the castle was believed to be an earth and timber structure until around 1180 when the king of the time ordered for the construction of a stone keep and curtain walls to respond to the ongoing conflicts with the Welsh. Unlike a lot of later constructed castles which have records of a named master architect coity castle doesn't have an individual architect this was because in the medieval period the castles were typically built under the supervision of the lord's master mason or the castle steward, rather than them having a specific designer whose name would be noted in records. The overall construction and the expansion took place over several centuries with major changes in the 12th, 14th, and 15th centuries as the defensive needs and living standards changed. In the 14th century a broad domestic range was added along with a remodelling of the keep and the 15th century came with new additions such as the chapel wing. During the 16th century the Gamage family gained the castle through marriage and decided to transform many of the internal features like adding larger pointed arched windows and chimneys across the whole castle. The castle remained occupied going into the early 17th century but then gradually fell to become a ruin by the 18th century as its military and residential forces wakened.                                                                                                                                                                    Today coity castle stands as a reminiscent of the medieval period where it gives people a glimpse into almost a thousand years of history and architectural remains. Rather than having rooms or floors like some restored palaces, the site now houses the large stone curtain walls the remains of the inner and outer wards, fragments of the three-storey keep, and traces of some of the domestic building like the great hall, service rooms, kitchens, and latrine towers that would have once served the castles occupants. Many of these ruins still show features of fireplaces and large window openings in the domestic range, showing us where living and working spaces once stood and reflecting how the castle evolved from a strong military fortress into a residence over centuries. The octagonal central pier used to support vaulted ceilings remains among the ruins along with the remains of the deep surrounding ditch with portions of the earth work accessible to help show visitors the strategic design of this medieval castle. Today the castle is open for free to the public with pedestrian access to the ground allowing people to walk around and learn about Norman and later medieval life in Wales. The site of the castle is now managed by Cadw the welch governments historic service which is responsible for the ongoing care and conservation. In recent years Cadw has initiated a major programme apart of a larger £4.25 million investment in to historic sites across Wales so they can include traditional stone masonry techniques like repointing the walls with lime mortar to structurally pin unstable sections and consolidating wall tops to protect and prevent against any further decay while keeping the ruins historical authenticity. The management company also takes detailed reports at every stage in the restoration process so that they can gain better knowledge of the castle's history. 
Maintaining and looking after coity castle is important for many reasons. The castle is listed as a grade 1 building and a scheduled ancient monument, this means that it is legally known for its significance as an architectural and archaeological site. Another reason for the castle to be maintained is that it ensures that local communities can learn about the heritage and that the site also remains a safe and accessible place for educational visits, events and tourism, which helps benefit the local areas both economically and culturally. 
In conclusion I decided to research coity castle because it is very close to my house only a 5-minute walk and is also one of the places I would go with my friends when I was younger, but after doing further research and finding out more about the structure like that it dates back to almost thousand years old which now makes the ruins more interesting to me because it was once the grounds of a fortress full of different lords, soldiers, servants and villagers who once walked on the very same ground as I can today making the history feel more real. Another reason that I'm interested in this castle is because of its dramatic appearance even as a ruin and how I can see the remains of the architecture from the stone vaulted callings to the large window remains, it leads me to wonder what life would have been like back when the castle was in an occupied state, along with this I like the way how the castle has had multiple different stages of construction like the first form of timber and earth construction to the large stone fortress that's remains still stand today. Now that I have done research it makes it even more interesting to me knowing of the long history the medieval castle has a with it only being up the road from my house.   [image: ]
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