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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


My usual area of work is with Children and Families; therefore I will give an overview of my understanding in relation to adults safeguarding. (SSWWA, 2014) is a key piece of legislation for both Adults and Children’s safeguarding. The principles of the act remain the same: Voice and Control, Prevention and Early Intervention, Well being and Co-production. 
Under the act and ‘Adult at Risk’ is referred to as someone who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect has needs for care and support and as a result of those needs is not able to protect themselves from abuse or neglect Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWWA, 2014). The act places a duty on Local Authorities to make appropriate enquiries to determine if action is needed to protect the ‘Adult at Risk’. And then determine if this action should be taken. These decisions and enquiries must be made clear on any Care and Support plan.
In considering the above a key piece of legislation is the (The Mental Capacity Act , 2005). The act sets out the legal framework for supporting adults who lack capacity to make certain decisions for themselves. 
There are five key principles of the act: 
A presumption of capacity. This means that whoever is assessing the individual must assume the individual has capacity to make the decision regardless of any medical condition or disability. 
Individuals will be supported to make their own decisions, this means that any barrier that can be overcome such as a communication issue should be. If it is concluded the individual lacks capacity to make the decision they should be included as far as their ability allows in making the decision.
Unwise decisions, Individuals can make unwise and unsafe choices as adults. They should not be treated as lacking capacity merely due to making a decision that appears un wise.
Best interests any decisions made should be made with the best interests of the individual a the core of the decision making process
and the least restrictive option. This is simply that whatever decision is made should be the least restrictive in relation to the individuals rights and freedoms. 
(SSWWA, 2014) legislates for adult protection orders including adult support and protection orders. The order affords powers of assesment to a Local Authority an ‘authorised officer’ must be allowed to talk in private with an adult suspected to be an adult at risk. The authorised officer must be enable to determine if the suspected adult at risk is making choices freely. The authorised Officer must be enabled to make a decision if any further action is required. 
Adults experiencing abuse and or neglect can be suffering from the following (All Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). ‘’Physical, sexual, psychological, emotional or financial abuse. The abuse can take place under any circumstances. Neglect occurs when there is a failure either by an act of omission or commission to adequately meet the needs of and ‘Adult at risk’ neglect can be a failure to meet physical, emotional, social or psychological. (All Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019)
The Active Offer is essential in adults safeguarding in Wales. The reasons the same as Childrens safeguarding (More Than Just Words, 2023)
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


On reflection the key difference in adult safeguarding and children’s safeguarding is the issue of capacity. Children must have someone acting for them with parental responsibility. The person acting with parental responsibility must do their best to ensure the child is not experiencing or at risk of suffering significant harm (The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1992) (All Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). In adults Safeguarding it is up to the adults themselves to consider if they are suffering abuse even when they may be an adult at risk. If an adult decides they want to remain in an abusive relationship for example, they are being physically abused by a family member and they have capacity they can make this decision without interference as an unwise decision (The Mental Capacity Act , 2005). If a child were physically abused the person acting with parental responsibility should take appropriate action in order to ensure the child’s safety. If the person with parental responsibility is not exercising their functions to a ‘good enough’ standard a Local Authority should intervene and may seek to share parental responsibility (All Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019) (SSWWA, 2014). The child’s voice will be heard within the subsequent assessment but will only be given due wait and consideration considering the child’s age and ability (The Children Act, 1989). In conclusion adults are assumed to have capacity and children are assumed to require an adult to make important decisions for them. In comparison to adults children have a lot less room to make u wise decisions. 
In adults safeguarding an assessment is only carried out when the adult agrees to undertake the assessment. Safeguarding assessments can be carried out without the adults permission but this will only happen when the adult lacks the capacity to make the decision (The Mental Capacity Act , 2005). This means that and adult could be at risk of harm and choose to remain in that position (The Mental Capacity Act , 2005) (SSWWA, 2014). In safeguarding assessments relating to children. A child can not choose to remain in a situation where they are experiencing harm there is no question of capacity in relation to the child wishing to stay in that situation. Local Authorities have the power to undertake safeguarding assesment against the parents and child’s wishes regardless of any capacity issues; however, the Local Authority must evidence that the threshold of significant harm is met in order to carry out the safeguarding assessments against the families wishes (All Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019) (SSWWA, 2014). 
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