Grammar Revision 7: Verb Constructions

1. Passive constructions

Transitive verbs without an object acquire a passive
meaning (cf. grammar sheet 3). The logical object
of such passive verbs is introduced by yu 77

i~ 0 4% He who exerts his mind rules
JoEEAS & o over others, while he who
FR AN g exerts his strength is ruled by
n AR R o others. The one who is ruled
by others feeds others, while
the one who rules over others
is fed by others.

Jian 1 is used as a passive marker in classical
Chinese:

ARy L Pénchéng Kuo was killed.
Hp A flERsy One who hates others will
inevitably be hated.
sr‘LF i T (>  Therefore, the superior man
? ERY ARSI A w7 is ashamed of lacking
= T Ty S fli= o cultivation, but not of being
Ifi L

dragged through the mud; he
is ashamed of not being
trustworthy, but not of being
not trusted.

The logical subject of such passive sentences is
introduced by yu ¥

E’Iﬁff [+ > = L Ihave served three times in

SEZ office, and three times I have
been chased away by your
majesty.

Bei ¥ is still regularly used in modern Chinese as a
passive marker. In classical Chinese it has the same
function which is derived from its verbal meaning
‘to receive, undergo, suffer’.

2o fl lﬁl | If one is distrusted although
= "j:g;,{p - being trustworthy, if one is
slandered although being
loyal — how could one be free
from resentment?

The preposition wéi £% can mark the passive use of
a verb:

I have already been
humiliated!

HEEY S

If you stop, you will be
captured be the Three Armies.

The logical subject of the action, if present, follows
weéi El:

Erfr[ =N 3 1 fear he will be laughed at
by the whole world.

The passive construction with wéi £l can be
modified by inserting suo F'T between the logical
subject and the verb. A wéi £ B su¢ 5 V. then
literally means “A is what B V.s”.

Z‘tﬁﬁ 1#4£%% A [The state of] Chu was thus

i cut up and weakened, and it
was considered insignificant
by Qin.

FTEEX)5H%)fi 138 > Shéntd Di remonstrated but

EIEF 185 > was not heard, so carrying a

£, F‘(Lﬁ%‘,ﬁﬁﬁ? . rock he threw himself into a
river and was eaten by the
fish and turtles.

Verbs following k¢ fi’ is passive:

Syl s oo Ifthe nose is big, it can be
T F,J TN made smaller, but if it is
small, it cannot be enlarged.
T ’Fjliﬂjlw |TF' A stone can be smashed, but
E,g? it cannot be robbed of its

hardness.

2.yiI') Awéi £ B

This construction has two meanings. It can mean “to
make A into B” or “to make B from A”:

I e | to make a boat from wood

The second, figurative meaning is “to consider A as
B”,

INEN X to regard Heaven as one’s
father

The word following wéi £} is not always a noun, it
can also be a verb or stative verb:

F[@ﬁj‘ ]= £35*  The people of the hundred
& clans all took Your Majesty
to be stingy.






