The 1944 Education Act also known as the ‘Butler Act’ changed the education system. I chose this Education Act because I believe it is one of the most important acts in the history of education in the UK. 
Rab Butler along with other politicians came up with a new idea to reform the education system after the war to provide free education to children aged 5 to 15. And in March 1943 Rab Butler spoke to Winston Churchill who signed off on the 1944 Education Act. 
The Education Act of 1944 that Rab Butler presented to parliament includes numerous strategies. Some of the ones I believe are more important to how we do things today include part 2 – The statutory system of Education Local Administration. Section 7 explains that the school system will be split into three groups that will be called primary education, secondary education and further education. Each LEA (Local Education Authority) will be responsible for managing all the schools in their area the private schools and the state funded schools. Section 8 explains that Primary education and secondary education must be taught in separate buildings and that primary schools should only be teaching junior required material while secondary schools should only be teaching senior required material. Section 10 explains that all schools must comply with standards of maintenance on the school premises by the LEA’s and that regular inspections will be made to ensure that all schools are meeting the standards. Section 31 also explains that schools cannot provide primary education and secondary education and schools already providing both primary and secondary will automatically be run as if it were a primary school. Section 35 explains that Education Is compulsory between the ages 5-15 and that it is mandatory that every child gets a form of education. Rab Butler always intended for the school leaving age to become 16 but plans for the age to be raised were not put forward till 1964 however because of setbacks it didn’t happen till 1972. Section 36 explains that it is the parent’s responsibility to make sure their child is getting an education and is attending regularly and not ensuring this is an offence against the law. Section 40 explains that not attending is an offence and if caught you are required to pay a fine of a £1 for the first offence. For the second offence you would be required to pay a fine of £5 and for the third offence there will either be a fine of £10 or imprisonment, however sometimes both. Section 48 explains that it is the LEA’s responsibility to provide free medical inspections for children in their schools and to encourage them to use the facilities that is available to them. Section 49 explains that schools and colleges run by the council get milk, meals and other refreshments provided to the pupils free of charge. Section 51 explains that if a child in schools or college run by the council has unsatisfactory clothing, they will provide clothing for the pupil while he is still in education. Section 55 explains that free transportation to and from school or college will be available to those that need it.




Rab Butler intended for education to be free to all children aged 5 to 15 and that all primary education will be done in the same building while all secondary education will be done in the same building. However, some people didn’t like how the unintelligent children were holding back the smart children, so they decided to separate them sending the smart children to one school that taught secondary education and the unintelligent children to another that taught secondary education. Most LEA’s chose to adopt the tripartite system which separates children into 3 schools’ grammar, secondary and technical colleges after primary. All children were expected to sit the 11 plus exam in year 6 and which school they went to afterwards depended on how good they did in the exam. However, many did not like how the children were separated so in 1976 Labour gave the LEA’s the option to make grammar schools comprehensive schools / secondary schools which treated their children equally. The state of the UK at the time and how world war 2 had a negative affect on education by the evacuation of thousands of children from the cities, as well as the workforce by building and companies being blow up by bombs had a massive affect on how the new education system was set up. These factors had a massive affect because suddenly there was a decrease in engineering, mechanical and manufacturing work. To fix this they came up with technical colleges that taught these things to set children up for future work in these areas. Grammar schools were already in use however they were privately owned, and people liked the way they taught children. Grammar school taught a rather traditional education with the children focusing more on reading, writing and mathematics. Secondary moderns taught a bit of everything, all the children that failed the eleven plus went to these schools and they aimed to prepare children for work after 15. Secondary moderns taught a wide range of thing from reading and writing to cooking and mechanical lessons. LEA’s only had to spend money on building secondary moderns and technical colleges because most grammar schools were privately owned. To cope with the number of pupils that failed the eleven plus lots of secondary moderns were built, because of this LEA’s did not have enough money to build so Many technical colleges.
Now that primary schools only taught primary education new buildings had to be built to become secondary schools. Most LEA’s chose to separate the children according to how smart they were by giving them an exam in year 6. If you past this exam then you were eligible to go to grammar schools or technical colleges, however if you failed this exam then you went to the secondary schools. Grammar schools were seen as the best and the pupils that went to these school were seen as very smart. Secondary schools were seen as second best and the students that went to these schools were seen as unintelligent. Pupils who went to technical colleges were also seen as smart. Most children went to Grammar schools or secondary schools as not many technical colleges were built. By the 1960 most technical colleges had been converted into grammar schools as many did not like how the schools were being separated by gender because of stereotyping. Grammar schools and Technical colleges where separated by girls and boys with girl grammar schools and boy technical colleges because girls were seen as more academic. However, people in Wales did not like this split between girls and boys and how children were separated by how smart they were so by 1970 all grammar schools had been closed in Wales and the number of secondary moderns increased.
Rab butler’s education act of 1944 was both effective and ineffective because some of the aspects of the act worked great and improved things while other things did not work out so well. The idea that children are to be separated by how smart they are was not a good idea however I believe that children should be separated by weather they are more academic or more hands on with the way they learn so that schools like grammar school focus on the more academic way by reading and writing, while secondary schools focus on the hand on such as doing maths with blocks and more acting plays instead of reading plays. I believe that the idea of grammar, secondary and technical collages were a good idea however because of the lack of funding and support the system did not go as Rab Butler and the other politicians who were involved planed.
To conclude I believe that the education act of 1944 changed the way our education system taught children in the UK. The education system we know today was formed by these different events as secondary schools were gradually being called comprehensive schools. The education act of 1944 by Rab Butler was part of the foundations of todays education system. The way children learn best is something that is still being researched and the department of education is continuously changing their mind on what works best as new policies and acts are created. However, some of the things that Rab Butler presented in 1944 we still use today but with slight changes such as part 2 section 40 of the education act 1944 however the amount of the fine has changed, section 55 however it is only available for primary and secondary schools as most collage students can drive themselves back and forth to collage.
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