How Did the Conflict of Socialism and Fascism In 20s and 30s Europe Impact Upon Contemporary Politics?
This idea initially focussed upon how the rise of socialism and fascism in the 20s and 30s impacted upon politics in general from then until now.
This was too broad, so the idea developed and then it was intending to look specifically at Germany, however when the Catalonian issue began to be a current theme in October of this year, the focus shifted to how the rise of fascism and socialism in the 20s and 30s impacted upon contemporary European politics: with specific interest in the current, apparent rise in socialist and fascist movements and cultural perspectives on how the past has caused, or supported this.  
I am interested in this area of politics because, as of fairly recently, I have become increasingly aware of the way that people in Westernised cultures tend to use political terms, such as “left-wing” and “right-wing” as well as Socialism and Fascism, in order to characterise their political ideology. Despite very different beliefs within their own movements, they often choose to identify themselves under a single term, such as Socialism. Even more interesting is the fact that people use these terms in order to essentially demonise opponents, with both the modern Left and Right engaging in this every day. Terms used by the Right such as “libtard” and “SJW” are used to stereotype all those on the Left as the same demeaning image of stupidity. Whilst the Left often uses terms such as “Fascist” and “Nazi” in a similar way, in that all those on the Right are Fascists. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although this is entirely populist in nature, these do indeed have their roots in the political conflict of the 1920s and 30s Europe, particularly the build up to the Nazi regime and the rise of Bolshevism. This was a period of extremes, where the ideologies of Socialism, Liberalism and Fascism collided and this conflict is still rife even today, as seen in the populist political sects, such as the rise of “far-right”, Nationalist, governments in Poland and the renewed popularity in “left-leaning” politicians such as Jeremy Corbyn. This polarisation of politics appears to be incredibly similar to the political “age of extremes” in 1920s and 30s Europe. Therefore, in order to understand the rise of more extremist politics in today’s era, it is important for the conflict and strife of the 20s and 30s to be studied as they clearly have impacted on the politics of today.
By considering these themes a great deal more can be understood regarding what causes cultural and political ‘norms’ to develop, and how shifts in behaviour manifest. 
Initially it will be necessary to explore evidence of what preceded the rise of Fascism and Socialism in the 20s and 30s, then look further into that period, and consider the impact it has had upon contemporary European cultures, looking at each one individually. 
The primary data needing consideration will be:
· From before the 20s: Newspaper scripts, such as the Norman Angell letters,[footnoteRef:1] this will mainly be used to refer to pre-existing extremist movements prior to the outbreak of World War One. [1:  Norman Angell Correspondence. The Times. 1st August 1914.] 

· During the 20s and 30s: writings from leaders; Hitler (Mein Kampf)[footnoteRef:2], Luxembourg[footnoteRef:3], Liebknecht[footnoteRef:4], Marx[footnoteRef:5],and Wosley[footnoteRef:6]. Any applicable treaties and policies and other governmental papers, newspaper reports, diaries and biographies again. The main purpose of this is to understand the motivation behind the various ideologies, such as the Communist Manifesto.[footnoteRef:7]  [2:  A Hitler. Mein Kampf. (Berlin. Nazi Party. 1926)]  [3:  Luxemburg. R. Revolution or Reform. (New York. Dover Publications. 2006)]  [4:  Liebknecht. K. Militarism. (Berlin. Bibliobazaar. 2009)]  [5:  K. Marx. and F. Engels. The Communist Manifesto. E.d A.J.P Taylor (London: Penguin Books. 1967)]  [6:  O. Wosley. Fascism for the Millions. (London. Black House. 1933)]  [7: K. Marx. and F. Engels. The Communist Manifesto. E.d A.J.P Taylor (London: Penguin Books. 1967)
] 

· Contemporary material will be primarily sourced from news reports, governmental, and inter-governmental treaties, policies and other papers.   
Secondary data will support the findings through the views of historians listed in the bibliography.
A potential problem that has been identified is that as of yet primary source material, apart from those that relate directly to my argument, have not been researched. This is because I have focused mainly on gathering Secondary data and research as the basis for my arguments. Another possible problem I have encountered is that a lot of the sources found in the library come from a more leftist perspective. Which may encumber my ability to provide an unbalanced discussion, however this issue will be resolved by researching specific sources online.

Introduction:
This will establish the groundwork research needed that will be referenced later in the Chapters. Introduction of key primary source material, from leading fascist Dictators leaders, such as Hitler’s Mein Kampf and Oswald Mosley’s Fascism for the Millions will be necessary, as well as the multiple writings of leading Socialists in the Russian Revolution such as Lenin and Trotsky. Once primary source material is established, the modern-day impact of Socialism and Fascism in the 1920s and 30s will be considered regarding how that influenced politics in today’s climate. To argue this, reference will be given to books such as Darker Legacies of Law in Europe: The Shadow of National Socialism, in order to help explain this.
Chapter 1:
In this first section I will aim to give context as to why the conflicts between Socialism and Fascism occurred in the first place, referring to such pivotal moments such as World War One, the Russian Civil War and the treaties of Brest-Litovsk and Versailles. Explanation will be given as to why this led to the political turmoil, by referring to such points as the fact that the harsh terms of the Treaty of Versailles, imposed on Germany, ultimately sowed the seeds for extremist ideologies to gain a foothold. Also explaining in detail how in reality the supposedly liberal Weimar Republic ended up merely being a precursor to Nazi rule because of their reliance on the Freikorps. From this, arguments will expand to explain the conflicts of Socialism and Fascism in countries such as Spain, Russia, Great Britain, Italy as well as Germany; giving context to the various political conflicts there, such as the rise of Benito Mussolini and the civil strife after the German Revolution of 1918. Also in this section detailed consideration will be given on the effects of these treaties, with explanation as to why they created such a divide in Germany and Russia. For Example, in Germany the treaty of Versailles angered German soldiers who fought in World War One and set them on a path of revenge, whilst Socialist revolutionaries used the economic hardship in order try and profligate and proletariat revolution in Germany similar to that of Russia. Meanwhile, the treaty of Brest-Litovsk initially divided the Bolsheviks and almost led to political strife.
Chapter 2, Spain:
The Spanish Civil War is a conflict that, up until fairly recently, has often been forgotten, as from a British perspective its importance was overlooked by the Second World War. Although the ramifications of this fight still very much exist today and it perfectly exemplifies the conflict between the two ideologies and since Catalonia still strives for independence even today, this means that the impact of the Spanish Coup and subsequent civil war has had a huge impact on contemporary politics, as this was a war between Socialism and Fascism that one could argue still exists even today.
Historiography:
In order to gain a greater understanding of the Civil War, historiography on both sides of the political spectrum will be analysed. On the conservative side is The Collapse of the Spanish Republic, 1933-1936: Origins of the Civil War by Stanley G Payne whom puts the onus on the destruction of the Spanish republic of the fact that the Republic was divided politically with multiple different factions vying for power such as Anarchists, Communists and Liberals and could not mount a coherent resistance to Franco and that because Franco’s ideology was based mostly on Nationalism, it goals were far more clear ‘The Republic of Egos’[footnoteRef:8] by Michael Seidman goes along a similar line of division. However, others such as ‘The Spanish Republic and Civil War’[footnoteRef:9] by Julian Casanova look instead to exonerate the left by referring to the violence and campaign of fear by the Fascist regime.  [8:  M. Seidman. The Republic of Egos. (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 2002)]  [9:  J. Casanova. The Spanish Republic and Civil War. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 2010)] 

In three years of grave repression and violence the Republican cause had all but collapsed and harsh penalties imposed on Catalonia, which is what led to the independence movements that still exists today.
Chapter 3, Germany:
Perhaps the most obvious and powerful example of the conflicts of Socialism and Fascism is Germany, whereby the Treaty of Versailles and subsequent financial crash led to an incredibly volatile political situation, in which the liberal Weimar Republic desperately tried to cling on to power despite essentially adding fuel to the Nazi cause through the Freikorps. Most British historians today mostly examine the rise of Hitler but one will instead examine the reasons why the radical left was making inroads into Germany, particularly the working class and were it not for the intervention of the Freikorps. Under the guidance of people like Liebknicht Germany could well have become Communist thus emphasising the conflict between Socialism and Fascism. Historiography covered will mainly centre around the political fighting on the streets of Berlin by examining books such as Political Violence in the Weimar Republic, 1918-1933: Fight for the Streets and Fear of Civil War (Studies in German History)[footnoteRef:10] and will examine both sides of the political spectrum in this instance by using works such as Communism in Germany under the Weimar Republic[footnoteRef:11] and The German Right in the Weimar Republic.[footnoteRef:12] Primary source material such as Adolf Hitler’s Mein Kampf[footnoteRef:13] and the writings of Socialist revolutionary Rosa Luxemburg, this will help analyse the political theory behind the violence and will also explain the reasoning for it. [10:  D. Schumann. Political Violence in the Weimar Republic, 1918-1933: Fight for the Streets and Fear of Civil war. (Oxford. Bergahn Books. 2011)]  [11:  B. Fowkes. Communism in Germany under the Weimar Republic (New York: Springer. 1984)]  [12:  L. E. Jones The German Right in the Weimar Republic: Studies in the History of German Conservatism, Nationalism, and Antisemitism (Oxford. Bergahn Books 2014)]  [13:  A. Hitler. Mein Kampf. (Berlin. Nazi Party. 1926)] 

Chapter 4, Italy:
The rise of Benito Mussolini’s fascist government has often been called a nationalist one, as well as attempt to hark back to the Italian greatness of the Roman Empire. In this section the reasoning why, the Fascist regime in Italy was so successful by referring to the fact that to the ordinary people Mussolini’s rise to power was not so much a political one. As the monarchy at the time was deemed weak, thus he rose to prominence by providing political stability and to recover Italy’s extent. Thus, Mussolini’s rise to power was because of politics. To back up this argument historiography referred to will cover both sides of the spectrum. Including such books as Under the Axe of Fascism.[footnoteRef:14] as well as pro fascist sources such as J.S. Barnes Fascism.[footnoteRef:15] which is a primary source that refers to Fascism as a ‘renaissance’ I will then contrast the two lines of argument and make a judgement on both. [14:  G. Salvemini. Under the Axe of Fascism. (London. Victor Gollancz LTD, 1936)]  [15:  J.S. Barnes. Fascism. (London: Home University press of modern knowledge. 1934)] 

Chapter 5, Russia:
The Bolshevik revolution of 1917 was perhaps one of the most definitive moments of the 20th century, the rise of Communist theory being put into practice, shook the entirety of the western world. So much so that the western powers such as Great Britain actually sent an expeditionary force to support the Whites in the Russian Civil. This attempted political intervention shall be the focus of this Chapter, as I refer to such historiography such as Churchill's Secret War with Lenin[footnoteRef:16] and the "Russian" Civil Wars, 1916-1926: Ten Years That Shook the World.[footnoteRef:17] [16:  Wright. D Churchill's Secret War with Lenin: British And Commonwealth Military Intervention In The Russian Civil War, 1918-2015 (London. Helion LTD. 2017)]  [17:  J. Smele. The "Russian" Civil Wars, 1916-1926: Ten Years That Shook the World (Oxford: Oxford University Press. 2016)] 

Chapter 6, Britain:
This section aims to cover the failure of extremist ideologies to spread in Britain, despite attempts to do so. With case examples examining such figures such as Oswald Mosley’s attempts to profligate fascism and will examine the reasons why this failed. The British Communist party will also be examined and analysed as to why this ideology did not spread. Main books covered here will be Mosley, Fascism and British Society 1931-81[footnoteRef:18] and Political Violence & Public Order: A Study of British Fascism.[footnoteRef:19] [18: G.S. Lewis. Illusions of Grandeur. Mosley, Fascism and British Society 1931-81. (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1978)]  [19:  R. Benewick.. Political Violence & Public Order: A Study of British Fascism. (London: The Penguin Press, 1969)] 

Conclusion.
For the conclusion the modern day political situation will be analysed and reflected upon in detail and the effect that the multiple conflicts have had upon today. For example, there is evidence of clear polarisation between the two schools of thought and that this is still very much prevalent today, what with evidence suggesting that politics is going to extremes again and that there is a lot to learn from these conflicts.
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