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	Title of Dissertation:
Teitl eich Traethawd Hir

The use of looted European cultural items in the self-fashioning, identity construction, and representation of the Nazi elite.

	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

Aim 1: To analyse the Nazis' intentions for the stolen material culture of Europe and how it shaped the elites' identities at the time. 
Aim 2: To analyse historical interpretation and evidence highlighting the perceived intentions of the Nazis and their influence on their historical image.
Objectives: To understand the biographical material of individuals in the elite e.g. Hitler, Goering, Himmler and those involved in recovering the items. 
. To apply and analyse biographical material to accounts from the Nuremberg Trials where the surviving elites were questioned on their activities. 

. To understand surviving documentation e.g. ERR (Reichsleiter Rosenberg Taskforce) reports, inventory catalogues, and images. 
. To analyse and evaluate publications by specialist historians. 


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
The looting conducted by the Nazis in the 1930s and 1940s sparked one of the biggest treasure hunts ever to take place in Europe. The Joint Allied Forces and MFAA (monuments, fine arts and archives section) documented the items taken, their discovery and retrieval but what lacks analysis is the connection between the items and the legacy of identity relating to the Nazi elite. 
My four key areas for analysis in the material culture appropriated by the Nazis are royal regalia, religious items, occult items, and works of art (paintings, sculptures etc) and how they were used to self-construct identity and how the objects and actions of the Nazis have influenced their identity since. 
The Third Reich's systematic looting of cultural artefacts from across Europe was a deliberate and calculated strategy to assert the regime's power, legitimacy, and cultural superiority. By appropriating the treasures of conquered nations, the Nazi elite sought to construct a narrative of German cultural and racial dominance, using these stolen items as tools for self-fashioning identity formation, and the projection of their authoritarian vision.

The looting of cultural property was carried out with specialised units such as the Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg (ERR) systematically plundering museums, libraries, and private collections across occupied territories. These stolen items were then used to furnish the lavish residences and offices of the Nazi elite, serving as tangible symbols of their power and status.
Moreover, the integration of these looted cultural items into the visual and material culture of the Third Reich played a crucial role in the construction of the regime's identity. It became a multifaceted strategy to extend beyond the personal spaces of the Nazi elite. This narrative was further amplified through the systematic destruction or suppression of cultural expressions that did not align with the regime's narrow vision of acceptable German identity; solidifying their control over the cultural landscape of occupied Europe. 
The perceived identity of the Third Reich elite in Nazi Germany remains a topic of debate among historians. Some view the elite as a cohesive group driven by ideology, ambition, and opportunism to support Hitler's radical agenda. Others argue that the elite was a diverse and fragmented group with conflicting interests and motivations. Historians also suggest that the elite consisted of individuals who collaborated and competed with each other for power and influence, shaping decision-making processes within the regime. These interpretations reveal the complexities and contradictions within the Third Reich elite; by exploring these different perspectives in the context of material culture, we can gain a deeper understanding of the identities of some of the most prominent names in Second World War history. 


	Short Introductory Bibliography:
Llyfryddiaeth rhagarweiniol byr
Edsel, R. M, and B Witter. 2014. Monuments Men: Allied Heroes, Nazi Thieves, and the Greatest Treasure Hunt in History (London: Arrow Books)
Evans, R. J. 2005. The Third Reich in Power, 1933-1939 (London: Allen Lane)
Kershaw, I. 2015. The Nazi Dictatorship: Problems and Perspectives of Interpretation (London: Bloomsbury Academic)
Newark, T. 2017. The Third Reich in 100 Objects (Yorkshire: Greenhill Books)
Roland, P. 2019. The Nazis and the Occult: The Dark Forces Unleased by the 
Third Reich (London: Arcturus)



	Proposed Supervisor:
Goruchwyliwr awgrymedig
Katharina Zinn



Please indicate whether ethical approval for project is needed – NO

Nodwch a oes angen cymeradwyaeth foesegol ar gyfer y prosiect - OES / NAC OES
Please indicate whether sufficient resources are available for the project – YES
Nodwch a oes digon o adnoddau ar gael ar gyfer y prosiect - OES / NAC OES
The above topic, proposal, and supervisor have been agreed:  
Cytunwyd ar y pwnc, y cynnig a'r goruchwyliwr uchod:

Signed : ……………………………………………………..Programme Director/ 
Llofnod 






  Cyfarwyddwr y rhaglen
Date:……………………………………………………
Dyddiad
Please return this form to your Programme Director.
Dychwelwch y ffurflen hon at eich Cyfarwyddwr Rhaglen.
