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So here we will be looking at the way in which the Ancient Egyptians viewed gender, if they had a binary view of gender and if so, what were viewed as the traditional roles of these genders. We will then compare these views to those of our own society and see how they differ. 
So, our first question was, did the Ancient Egyptians have a binary view of gender like we do today? The Answer to that is a very simple, yes. We know this from simply looking at Egyptian mythology, which the Egyptians would have looked in order tobase their own lives around. As mentioned in an article by Suzanne Onstine, the world was created by Atum, who created Shu and Tefnut, a male god of air and female goddess of moisture. They then went on to have two children, Geb, the male god of earth, and Nut, the female god of the sky. This shows us, then that Ancient Egyptians did have a very clear distinction between men and women, their gods being clearly divided by gender. 
Although we have established that there was in fact a very definitive view of gender in Ancient Egypt, that does not mean that one’s biological sex and one's gender were necessarily linked, nor does it mean that the Egyptians had the same views of the genders as we would traditionally believe. Onstine does talk about how, early Egyptologists made the mistake of placing their own cultural views on gender onto those of the Egyptians where it might not be correct. So, we need to try to remove our own cultural bias when looking at the Egyptians. 
Gender in Ancient Egypt was not necessarily based on biology, but on the way in which one acted.  In an article called ‘Dequeering Hatshepsut’ Matic talks about how, sexual acts were not defined by orientation or sex, but the role one played. He also talks about the way in which Hatshepsut herself, who was biologically female, knew that in order to rule as Pharaoh, had to change her gender to male. As, for the Egyptians, the roles of King and Queen had to exist simultaneously, Kings were identified with Masculinity and specifically with the male god Horus. Whereas Queens were identified more with Goddesses such as Hathor. An example of a way in which Hatshepsut herself tried to portray herself as male, was in how she wore a false beard. In her later statues and depictions in temples, she is depicted fully as male. 
We should not however assume that this is necessarily the ‘accepted’ view of gender in Egypt and that what Hatshepsut was doing was completely ok. It is important to note that after she died, many of her depictions were removed and defaced. Though we are not entire certain as to why, it is possible that it was because she was a woman presenting as male, but at the time there was no effort made to hide that Hatshepsut was biologically female, and if there was an issue it would have no doubt been known.
Onto the different roles of men and women. As previously mentioned, we know that the roles of king and queen were very clearly gendered for the Egyptians. Onstine talks also about how in religious life, men were far more dominant than women. They were the ones leading the rituals and were primarily the ones who were running the temples. A reasoning for this that she offers is that men had higher rates of literacy than women and therefore were more suited to administrative jobs, which is what temples were for in Egypt. From this we might assume that a woman's place was then in the home and not in public life, but Onstine does say that women did have some place in public life and in religious life also, however a lesser one than that of men. 
So, we know that the Egyptians did have a very clear and defined view of gender, for them it was in fact very much a binary in the traditional sense, with roles in society that must be filled by one specific gender. However, we do get the sense that gender might not have been bound to sex like the way it was traditionally in western culture and as a result the Ancient Egyptian understanding of gender is much more complex than originally thought. 
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