








The Creative Research module is designed to help students to explore interests, artists and themes within, or associated with, their practice as a preparation for an ongoing engagement with the contextualization of their work. Choose a theme, movement, or selection of artists that relate to your practice or interests, and construct a 2,000 – word essay?


This paper seeks to explore different ways that photographic artists convey messages regarding our culture, society and politics in the form of stunning photography. The work will include the professional portraits taken around the world by Jimmy Nelson as part of his ‘Homage to Humanity’ as well as two themes by Irish conceptual documentary photographer Richard Mosse. Though different in their approach and ambition, the artists are able to give a unique insight into conflict and culture, displaying the reality of the human struggle from locations all over the globe, whether it is mass migration due to conflict or loss of culture due to modern globalisation. 


Jimmy Nelson – Homage to Humanity 2018
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The first artist to consider is photographer Jimmy Nelson. Jimmy Nelson is a British Photojournalist and Photographer. As a part of his latest photo-book, ‘Homage to Humanity’ (2018), Jimmy Nelson touches on the topic of our cultural heritage and the loss of indigenous people in the process. According to Amnesty International, in many countries, more than 50% of indigenous people live in urbanised areas. The motivation behind this move into big cities is the increased opportunity of employment and education (www.amnesty.org). However, some indigenous people are also attempting to escape human rights abuses directly affecting the survival of their culture. Recent examples of this can be seen in conflicted areas, such as the Syrian city of Palmyra, a city where parts of an ancient Roman Temple, as well as the Tetrapylon (a collection of monumental pillars, located near the city’s entrance) were destroyed by militant group known as the Islamic State (ISIS/ISIL/Daesh) (www.theguardian.com). This is just one example of the cultural cleansing performed by a militant group, important sections of human history that have stood for near 2000 years, destroyed in a matter of months. The loss of our collective cultural heritage is more evident today than ever before, with the availability of the internet connecting people around the globe and more lucrative opportunities rising in urban areas, the indigenous traditions that may have flourished over the millennia are now becoming less attractive for the globalised youth. With ‘Homage to Humanity’, Jimmy Nelson sought out the most ‘beautiful’ indigenous tribes and created high end professional portraits of them in their traditional attire, posing in front of the most beautiful areas of their habitat. 

‘I truly believe that there are people on the planet that are beautiful … I wanted to put them on a pedestal’ – Jimmy Nelson

In a TED talk regarding his work, Jimmy describes the extensive efforts he made to connect with his subjects before taking pictures of them
The most beautiful people on the planet in their most beautiful environment, describing that his search for beauty was not only aesthetic, but also the emotional bond the individuals shared with one another. 

‘If your pictures aren’t good enough, you aren’t close enough’
Robert Capa

Having the ability to expose people to a world they do not understand, but can learn to appreciate, is a very powerful use of the medium of photography. Jimmy Nelson, similar to Robert Capa, also emphasises how important it is for a photographer to be able to relate to their subject, often times taking weeks of his own time to build a relationship with the people he intended to photograph. One very recent example proving how this is very important can be observed in recent newspapers, when American John Allen Chau decided to visit one of humanities most remote communities on the North Sentinel Island, a part of the Andaman and Nicobar islands in the Gulf of Bengal, off the coast of India (www.theguardian.com). The American missionary had decided to contact the tribe in order to teach them about Christianity and their lord and saviour Jesus Christ. Unfortunately the tribesmen did not take kindly to his arrival and murdered him before he was able to make direct contact.

Richard Mosse – Enclave (2013)
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Richard Mosse is an Irish Documentary Photographer with a background in Fine Art. The Enclave is a video installation published in 2013, which used 16mm infrared film, developed and used by the US military in the 1940s. This particular film registers infrared light undetected by the human eye and is reflected off the chlorophyll in green plants, allowing enemies to be detected in the field (www.p-crc.org). In this installation, Richard Mosse depicts the shocking reality of the humanitarian disaster that rages in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Similar to the way enemy soldiers might avoid detection in a warzone, global media outlets avoid spreading the stories of the civil war in the Congo. Since the beginning of the second Congo War in 1998, approximately 5.4 million Congolese (mainly children) have lost their lives. The main causes of death being preventable diseases or starvation (www.theguardian.com). The installation, consisting of live action video, as well as still images, includes shots of soldiers bearing arms, pristine landscapes and the graphic aftermath of conflict. The grisly thing about these images being, that they are undoubtedly beautiful in their appearance. Due to the infrared detection of the 16mm film used, the camouflage uniform worn by the soldiers and the fauna surrounding them appears in vibrant lavender, crimson and hot pink colours. 
[image: hroughout last year, Mosse and his collaborators Trevor Tweeten and Ben Frost traveled in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, infiltrating armed militia in an area plagued by violence.]
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The Cambridge Dictionary defines an enclave as :

‘an area that is different from the larger area or country surrounding it, or a group of people who are different from the people who are living in the surrounding area’
(dictionary.cambridge.org)

A modern example of this, covered more in depth by the global media, would be the Crimea Peninsula located in on the northern coast of the Black Sea. Officially a part of the Ukraine, the Republic of Crimea maintains a autonomous republic status, allowing it’s own parliament and government. Although Russians make up the ethnic majority, Crimea has been a part of the Ukraine since 1954 (www.bbc.co.uk). This eventually lead to a power struggle when Russian advocate Viktor Yanukovych, then president, was driven from power by violent protests in the Kiev. This lead to an invasion lead by Russian forces in order to take hold of the Ukrainian peninsula, sparking the worst East versus West crisis since the end of the Cold War in 1989. 

Incidents such as these are broadcast around the globe for people to see and yet, there is no effort to tell the story of the struggle in the DRC. This is one of Richard Mosse’s major talking points with his installation. The need for people to open their eyes to struggles, not only in their own countries, but to address the massive struggle through violence that other countries have endured over decades. 
He proves this, time and again with his most recent work of 2017, Incoming.

Richard Mosse – Incoming (2017)
For his most recent video installation, Incoming, Richard Mosse made over his original idea of using military surveillance equipment to cover important issues regarding civilians fleeing the war in Syria.[image: ildergebnis fÃ¼r richard mosse incoming]
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The war in Syria is an on going conflict sparking a mass migration of Syrians to seek refuge in surrounding countries as well as Europe. According to The United Nations Refugee Agency, more than 5.6 million people have fled Syria into nearby countries, with Turkey hosting an approximate 3.3 million of them (www.unhcr.org). The mass immigration in Germany and surrounding countries have caused unrest due to the issues occurring with integration, with the European nationals fearing a loss of identity in the face of overwhelming numbers of middle eastern migrants.[image: ildergebnis fÃ¼r richard mosse incoming]
image source: peachy.press

The military grade camera, unable to detect light, but instead specialised with the ability to capture heat signals in high definition, is used to capture these migrants in different scenarios along their journey of desperation. Some images show migrants being saved from a capsized boat, revealing the heat signatures of rescuers hands embedded on the victims in an effort to warm their drenched bodies. Others show migrants washing in an open body of water, as this is the only means they have to maintain their personal hygiene. In brilliant fashion, Richard Mosse is able to show the humility and human willpower that these migrants face on their way to safer shores.

In conclusion, these artists all share their ability to convey important messages for our society with the power of photography. The ability to create a beautiful image in an ugly situation invites the audience to take a closer look at what they are seeing, inspiring them to educate themselves on the current condition of the many crises around the globe. Although Richard Mosse has chosen more immediate issues as the main focus of his installations, this does not take away from the fact that Jimmy Nelson also has a very important message to convey, which is that we should never forget our heritage, as it is what makes us all human. Nevertheless, whilst maintaining our own cultural heritage, it is also important not to alienate what is foreign to us. As is demonstrated in the work of Richard Mosses’ Incoming, the majority of human beings have a right to be able to live in peace, undisturbed by war or persecution, and they are willing to risk their lives in order to reach that goal. All three art installations play an important role for ethnographic discussion and though they may tackle the subject of cultural diversity from different aspects, some violent, others grandiose, they have in common that they are greatly aesthetically pleasing, which is a great way to attract an audience to an important cause.


Reference List:
Saheen K. (2017). Isis destroys tetrapylon. The Guardian [online] Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jan/20/isis-destroys-tetrapylon-monument-palmyra-syria

(2018). Indigenous Peoples. Amnesty.org [online] Available at: https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/indigenous-peoples/).

TED. (2015) Jimmy Nelson: Gorgeous Portraits of the world’s vanishing people. Youtube.com [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1036&v=OWq7ToR2U8Q

(2018) New Book Announcement | Jimmy Nelson : Homage to Humanity – Atlas Gallery | Fine Art Photography. Atlas Gallery | Fine Art Photography [image] Available at: http://www.atlasgallery.com/news/new-book-announcement-jimmy-nelson-homage-humanity

Safi M. (2018) Man killed on remote Indian island tried to ‘declare Jesus’ to tribe. The Guardian [online] Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/nov/22/john-allen-chau-man-killed-by-tribe-north-sentinel-island-declare-jesus

Kennedy S. (2018) Richard Mosse’s ‘The Enclave’: A work in still and moving images – Post Conflict Research Center. P-crc.org [online] Available at: https://www.p-crc.org/our-work/creative-multimedia/photography/richard-mosse-the-enclave/

McGreal C. (2008). Congo conflict causes 45,000 deaths a month : study. The Guardian [online] Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2008/jan/22/congo.chrismcgreal

BBC (2018). Crimea Profile. bbc.co.uk [online] Available at:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-18287223

CNN (2013). Richard Mosse: ‘The Enclave’ cnn.co.uk [image] Available at:
https://edition.cnn.com/2013/06/05/africa/gallery/richard-mosse-the-enclave/index.html

UNHCR. (2018). United Refugees. Unhcr.org [online] Available at: https://www.unhcr.org/syria-emergency.html

Pallas N. (2017) Richard Mosse Incoming. Peachy.press [image] Available at: http://peachy.press/blog/richard-mosse-incoming-mack-book


[bookmark: _GoBack]WORD COUNT: 1826


image3.png




image4.png




image5.png




image6.png




image7.png




image8.png




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image9.jpeg




image1.png




image2.png





Contextual Studies - Paul
Duerinckx
M5X01599

L —




