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Academic argument

The most important voice to get across in your writing is your own; it is how you can show the reader (usually your tutor) what you are thinking, what your views are and how you have engaged critically with the topic being discussed, in other words – your critical thinking based on your reading around the topic. . You can do this by building an effective and persuasive argument for your reader.

Make an argument.
Your argument is how you express your viewpoint and answer the question you have been set, using evidence.

Your argument can help you plan the structure of your work and guide you to find the evidence you need to support it.

Make sure that your argument runs throughout your writing and that everything you include is relevant to it. Try to sum up your argument in a few words before you start writing and keep checking that it remains the focus as you research and write your work.


Structure your argument
Guide your reader through your argument in a logical way. Think about what questions your reader
[image: ]might have. If you can answer these questions through your argument, it will seem more convincing.

Present both sides of the debate, along with your thoughts, linking together the different elements.

You can then work towards a conclusion by weighing the evidence and showing how certain ideas are accepted and others are rejected. Your conclusion should make clear where you stand.











Develop your argument.

Develop your argument by considering the evidence and drawing your own conclusion.

[image: ]If you are considering a range of opinions, try to group them together under different headings.

Look at the strengths and weaknesses of the different sets of evidence and present these clearly and in a critical way. This will help to show you understand what you have read.

Take the evidence into account in developing your own argument and make clear what your viewpoint is. Perhaps your
argument has strengths and weaknesses as well – it is fine to acknowledge these.

Include your own voice in your writing
Your voice will emerge through your discussion, interpretation, and evaluation of the sources. However, it is important to add evidence gathered from literature to support your own voice.

Your voice does not mean your opinion. Your voice means your critical thinking and reading, and conclusions drawn while reading around the topic.

Your opinion, on its own is neither academic nor an argument.

Here are some ways you can establish your voice in your writing:

1. Make your (not referenced) assertion at the start of paragraphs followed by evidence, findings, arguments from your sources.
Example:

“If you want to build an effective team it is within your power to do so. “As difficult as it is to build a cohesive team, it is not complicated. In fact, keeping it simple, is crucial.” Lencioni (2002).”

2. Explicitly tell your reader what the connections are between sources.
Example:

“Jones (2007) argues that…, however, Smith (2009), takes a different approach...”

3. Explicitly tell your reader what the connections are between those sources and your main assertion.
Example:

“Jones (2007) and Lencioni (2002) support this notion…”

4. Use language to show your strong agreement/disagreement/cautious agreement with sources.
Example:
“Smith's (2009) findings show a clear...A serious weakness with this argument is...The research suggests...”

5. Include “so what” summary sentences (evaluative sentences) i.e.: draw out the implications, at the end of paragraphs.


Example:

“This shows that although there are different approaches to team development, depending on industry and management theory, the overriding opinion is that simplicity of the approach is important.”

Using different verbs in your writing will show your understanding of the sources, for example:

· “Stevenson (2015) explains that...”
· “Stevenson (2015) argues...”
· “Stevenson (2015) describes how...”

You can also use verbs to show your agreement or disagreement with other author's arguments. For example:

· “Stevenson (2015) correctly identifies...”
· “Stevenson (2015) fails to consider...”
· “Stevenson (2015) reveals... “


Some helpful phrases to help you construct an argument.

Describing previously used methods

· Many researchers have utilised X to identify …
· One of the most well‐known tools for assessing …
· Traditionally, X has been assessed by evaluating ...
· A number of techniques have been developed to …
· Different methods have been proposed to classify …
· Different authors have measured X in a variety of ways.
· Several methods currently exist for the measurement of X.
· X is one of the most common procedures for determining …
· There are three main types of study design used to identify …
· The use of life story data has a relatively long tradition within X.
· Recent advances in X methods have facilitated investigation of …
· There are a number of instruments available for measuring the …
· X and Y are currently the most popular methods for investigating …
· Recently, simpler and more rapid tests of X have been developed.
· In most recent studies, X has been measured in four different ways.
· The use of qualitative case studies is a well‐established approach in ...
· Xs have been used in the past to investigate the mechanical properties of …
· Case studies have been long established in X to present detailed analysis of ...
· To date, various methods have been developed and introduced to measure X.
· In recent years, two different approaches have attempted to account for the …
· A variety of methods are used to assess X. Each has its advantages and drawbacks.

Giving reasons why a particular method was adopted
· A major advantage of X is that …
· The benefit of this approach is that …
· The decision to use X was based on …
· X based methods provide a means of …
· X was selected for its reliability and validity.
· A case study approach was used to allow a ...
· This method is particularly useful in studying ...
· A quantitative approach was employed since ...
· Qualitative methods offer an effective way of ...
· The design of the questionnaires was based on ...
· The X method is one of the more practical ways of ...
· The X approach has a number of attractive features: ...
· The advantages of Xs are that they are simple to deliver.
· The study uses qualitative analysis in order to gain insights into ...
· One advantage of the X analysis is that it avoids the problem of ...
· Another advantage of using computer simulations is that it allows …
· Continuous sampling methods have a number of advantages over …
· It was decided that the best method to adopt for this investigation was to ...
· Qualitative methods can be more useful for identifying and characterising …


Referring to the literature to justify a method or approach
· In a recent article, Smith (2009) argues that case studies offer …
· Smith et al. (1994) identify several advantages of the case study ...
· Jones (2012) argues that case studies are useful when the conditions of the research …
· According to Smith (2011), semi‐structured interviews a popular in …
· Jones (2006) points out that there is a role for both qualitative and quantitative approaches …




Giving reasons why a particular method was rejected.
· The limitation of this approach is that …
· A disadvantage of many cohort studies is that …
· A major problem with the experimental method is that ...
· The main disadvantage of the experimental method is that ...
· The principal limitation of the experimental approach is that …
· However, there are certain drawbacks associated with the use of ...
· However, this method clearly is not valid for analysing long‐term trends in …
· There are obvious difficulties in accepting the reliability of self‐report information.
· There are certain problems with the use of focus groups. One of these is that there is less ...


Indicating a specific method
· X was prepared according to the procedure used by Jones et al. (1957).
· The synthesis of X was done according to the procedure of Smith (1973).
· X was synthesised using the same method that was detailed for Y, using ...
· Samples were analysed for X as previously reported by Smith et al. (2012).
· Analysis was based on the conceptual framework proposed by Smith et al. (2002).


Describing the characteristics of the sample
· The cohort was divided into two groups according to ...
· A random sample of patients with ... was recruited from ...
· Articles were searched from January 1965 until April 2014.
· The sample was representative with respect to gender and …
· Forty‐seven students studying X were recruited for this study.
· A systematic literature review was conducted of studies that ...
· Just over half the sample (53%) was female, of whom 69% were ...
· Of the initial cohort of 123 students, 66 were female and 57 male…
· Eligible women who matched the selection criteria were identified by …
· Only children aged between 10 and 15 years were included in the study.
· The participants were divided into two groups based on their age ...
· Two groups of subjects were interviewed, namely X and Y. The first group were ...
· All of the participants were aged between 18 and 19 at the beginning of the study...
· All studies described as using some sort of X procedure were included in the analysis.


Indicating criteria for selection or inclusion
· Criteria for selecting the subjects were as follows:
· Publications were only included in the analysis if…
· The participants in this study were recruited from …
· To identify X, the following parameters were used: …
· The area of study was chosen for its relatively small ...
· Primary inclusion criteria for the X participants were …
· Eligibility criteria required individuals to have received ...
· Five individuals were excluded from the study on the basis of ...
· A small sample was chosen because of the expected difficulty in obtaining ...
· A comparison group of 12 male subjects without any history of X was drawn from a pool of ...
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