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[bookmark: _Toc97121475]Introduction
Government funding is crucial for public organisations and public Services to ensure things such as the wages of employees, the running of equipment, and resources are achievable, but importantly without funding the country would not function to the current timeline. One service that is provided by government funding is the Police.

[bookmark: _Toc97121476]Police Service
According to parliament publications ((3) UK Government ,2021) there are 43 police forces in England and Wales. All of these forces receive funding from the UK Government department, the Home Office. The budget for the police service is then split between all 43 forces which then gives each force a budget for resources. Between 2016 and 2022 there has been a 32% increase in police funding, rising from £12.1bn to £15.9bn (Home Office, 2021). This suggests that there was around a total of £281M in 2016 and a total of around £369M in 2022 for each police force in England and Wales a year.

[bookmark: _Toc97121477]Government Funding 
The UK Government is the source of finance for all services in the UK, whether this be the NHS, Police, or Tescos. A large sum of this funding is paid to the government through the charge of tax to members of the public who earn over £12,570 yearly ((2)UK Government, 2021). Any additional funding needed by the government would then be provided if they sell Gilts to secondary markets such as investors, pension funds or institutions ((1)UK Government, 2021). During the Current and ongoing Pandemic there was a time where there was a need for additional finances, with the recent extra being £430M for faster vaccine rollout (HM Treasury, 2021). Although the extra funding is helpful, there are consequences for this debt. In the Year ending March 2021 the UK had a debt of £323.9b (Office for National Statistics, 2021). They would have to return this debt by getting the funding from the population which would mean an increase in Tax. 
The Coalition Government in 2010 was when both the Liberal Democrats and The Conservatives would work together to come to decisions and express their viewpoints on any political decisions and come to an agreement (Maer and Gay, 2015, p.5).

[bookmark: _Toc97121478]Objectives
The aim of this report is to evaluate where the funding from the government comes from and what impact it has on UK Policing. The objectives for this report is to determine the budget for Dyfed Powys Police Force, the impact of a reduction in their budget and the Challenges they face in 2022. Areas this report will examine would be the Budget deductions, the Austerity and crime rates. To determine the overall conclusion this report will compare the time of austerity with the current and ongoing coronavirus pandemic (Covid-19).  

[bookmark: _Toc97121479]Main Body
The objectives that this report will look at will appear in the order as shown below: 
· The Public Funding
· The Financial Austerity and budget reductions
· Dyfed Powys Police’s Budget
· Challenges faced in the future

[bookmark: _Toc97121480]Public funding
Public funding is a key part to ensuring the public services get the correct funding that they need to ensure that their duties are carried out effectively and to a high standard. The government’s money has been coming from the public for over 300 years. However, where does this money come from? Two main sources of public funding are Taxes and National Insurance.
[bookmark: _Toc97121481]Taxes
Taxes are more commonly known as Taxation, which is given to the government by the population of the UK to cover the costs of the services that they provide. There are many different types of Tax which ensure all members of the public give money to the government. Income tax is one of the main taxes which is known to the majority of the Public, state pensions and rental Income (UK Government, No Date). Taxing people in different ways is an effective way to gather the funding required to pay costs of services provided by themselves. 
The total of funding that the government received through taxes has seemed to be lower between the year 2020/21(£739bn) than it was the previous year, 2019/20, by 4.3% (Keep, 2021, p.6). This evidently suggests that due to the decrease in tax money takings there would have been a huge decrease in the budget for the following financial year. This would have a significant impact on all public services involved. Although this reduction had an impact on the budget for the following year back in 2015/16 the total funding that was provided to the government was £536.8bn (HM Revenue and Customs, 2016, no page numbers). This data strongly suggests that the budgets in 2016 were increasingly low and would have caused massive budget reductions. 

[bookmark: _Toc97121482]National Insurance
National Insurance is a cost for all who have a job, beginning at the age of 16 to state pension. The amount of National insurance that is paid by each person between these ages differs to the amount they earn. According to the (HM Revenue and Customs, 2022) the amount of national insurance is determined by category letters, with these being A, B, C, H, J, M, V, Z. The use of these letters is a positive way of ensuring that a fair amount is being taken, and that no one is left with any financial problems. In the year 2020/21 the UK Government made a total of £142.74bn on national Insurance (Statista, 2021). Likewise with the taxes this is an effective way to gather the funding needed for the charges of the services that the government provides. This strongly suggests that the use of national insurance has a positive impact in collecting funds for the UK Government. Although the total received during the year 2020/21 is a significant amount, research conducted by (Deighton, 2014) found that during the year 2012-13 there was a total of £102bn collected by the government. This data is significantly lower in comparison to 2020/21. 

[bookmark: _Toc97121483]The Financial Austerity and Budget Reductions
When people see the words Financial Austerity it often leaves them unsure what this is. The following sections will look at the Austerity and the impact it had on the uk, not forgetting its impact on budgets
[bookmark: _Toc97121484]Austerity
The Financial Austerity in 2010 had a massive impact on the funding for services in the UK. In their research (Lowndes and Pratchett, 2012) evidently found that in October 2010, the coalition government decided that there was going to be a major cut to public spending , which endured until 2019. During this cut to public funding there was a massive impact on the Country.  In her book O’hara (2014, p.4) suggests that around £64bn had been wiped from the public expenditure by 2015 and a further 20% was to be taken between 2014 and 2018. This evidently shows that there was a significant amount of money deducted from the public expenditure, which suggests a huge impact on all services. In June 2010 the coalition government introduced a budget consolidation programme, which would have an extensive impact. Glasner and Watt (2010, p. 215) states that this programme effected many things in different ways, including an increase of taxation from 17.8% to 20% and cuts in social benefits. 

[bookmark: _Toc97121485]Crime rates comparison (Before and during)
The UK crime rates change every year. But austerity had a huge impact on crime rates in the UK. During the Austerity period crime rates in England and Wales had increased significantly. Between the year of 2010/11 and 2018/19 crime had increased by an estimated 1 million (Statista, 2022). This evidently suggests that during the 9 years of the austerity crime was on a rise due to the impact of this. However, data identified (Office of National Statistics, 2016) evidently shows that there had been a decrease in all crime excluding robbery. This strongly suggests that the Austerity had such an impact on the Police, it saw an upsurge in robbery being committed as there was a shortfall in resources. According to (Darca and Langella, 2020, p.13) during this timeframe the number of police officers in England and Wales had dropped a significant 14.3%, which also saw a closure of 600 police stations. This evidently shows that there was a massive impact on the police forces in England and Wales. Data found by (Institute for government, 2019) shows that there has been a significant increase in violent crimes, but there is no research to suggest that this is due to austerity. Although there is no research to show that an increase in violent crimes is due to austerity, does this leaves people with the thought that this has increased due to the public not feeling safe due to the lack of resources on the streets to keep them under protection? 
One type of crime that has reduced is youth crime. During the time of the austerity youth crime has begun to decrease significantly. Bateman (2014, p.416) suggests in his article that there has been almost a 36% decrease in the number of youth who have received a pre-court disposal or a conviction for indictable offences. This strongly suggests that the austerity had some positive impact on crime, as it reduced the number of youth crime convictions.  
The research found that the austerity had a mixture of a positive and negative effect on crime. Although some crimes have increased it has also had a positive effect in reducing some other crimes. 

[bookmark: _Toc97121486]Dyfed Powys Police Budget
During the austerity all police forces in the UK had been impacted. One police force in Wales which had a significant impact was Dyfed Powys Police force. Dyfed Powys Police covers a geographical area of four Welsh Counties, which are Carmarthenshire, Pembrokshire, Ceredigion and Powys and around 515,000 people  (Dyfed Powys Police, 2022). The austerity impacted the staffing of the force and the crime rates. During 2014/15 the requested budget for Dyfed Powys Police was £97.894 million, which is a 1.15% decrease from the year 2013/14 (Police and Crime Commissioner, 2014, p.5). The question is whether this was a positive or a negative impact? 

[bookmark: _Toc97121487]Effect on staffing
In their report (Her Majesty's Inspectorate Constabulary, 2014) it indicates that there was a 4% decrease in police officers and 8% decrease in police staff between the year 2010/11 and 2014/15. This evidently suggests that there was a significant decrease in staff. According to the home office (Sigurdasson and Dhani, 2010, p. 13) In 2010 there were a total of 1,195 police officers in the Dyfed Powys Police force. In comparison to 2015 there were a total of 1,175 police officers, 502 police staff, 147 community support officers and 157 special constables (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate Constabulary and fire and rescue services, 2015). This evidently shows that there had been a significant reduction in police officers between 2010 and 2015. In (Llywelyn, 2021, p. 15) report, in 2021 there were a total of 2,217 people who work for the force, only 47% are female, 52% can speak welsh and 1% are from a non-white ethinc background. This strongly suggests that during the austerity there was a significant problem in employing more female and mixed ethnicity members of staff. 

[bookmark: _Toc97121488]Crime rates comparison (Before and After)
In 2016, there were a total average of 437 crimes (Dyfed Powys Police and Crime Commissioner, 2017) recorded a week in the Dyfed Powys Area. In December 2010 there were a total of 3,350 crimes committed in the Dyfed powys area, in comparison to 2,446 in December 2014 (UK Crime Stats, 2022). This strongly shows that the reduction in their budget and resources had a positive impact in reducing the overall crime rates. Although this data strongly shows that there was a reduction in crime, some crimes committed had increased the same resource found that there was decrease in Burglary and robbery and an increase in violent crime. This source (UK Crime Stats, 2022) also identified the emergence of shoplifting, other types of theft, drugs and possession of a weapon. This suggests that some crimes had decreased and the number of other crimes, such as those listed above, had been increasing and becoming more popular within this area. In the Carmarthen West area between the years of February 2019 and December 2021 there had been a total of 551 cases of violent and sexual crimes, 5 cases of possession of weapons, 30 cases of burglaries, 5 cases of bike theft, 58 cases of other theft, 14 cases of shoplifting and 3 cases of robbery, however 39% of these figures have been carried out during the last 12 months with 217 cases of violent and sexual crimes (Police UK, 2022). This demonstrates that due to the austerity’s impact on the number of officers, the crime rate within dyfed powys area has increased the number of crimes being committed. This strongly suggests that there has been a continuous effect 2 years later, although the budget reductions have come to an end.  

[bookmark: _Toc97121489]Possible Challenges we face in the Future 
There are many possible challenges that the public services will face due to the austerity. But there is one challenge that has had an impact following austerity. This was the Covid-19 Pandemic.


[bookmark: _Toc97121490]Covid-19 recovery 
During the pandemic there was a significant impact on all organisations, but the public services were known as Key Workers along with supermarkets and food supplying shops. The government, like previously mentioned at the beginning of this report, had to receive extra funding to support the businesses affected by the pandemic. One challenge that the Uk government and public services face is paying back the debts that were caused by covid-19. The (Brien and Keep, 2021, p. 6) states that the Office for Budgetary Responsibility estimated that the overall cost of Covid-19 was £315 Million in October 2021. This highly suggests that tax and national insurance costs are likely to increase over the coming years.
[bookmark: _Toc97121491]Focus on staffing problems
A challenge that we will face is the recruitment of 20,000 officers equivalent to how much it was prior to the Austerity. The (Home office, 2022) data found that between April 2020 and December 2021 there were an additional 11,048 officers who had been recruited. This evidence suggests that recruiting new officers will not be a challenge for the police forces in England and Wales. One challenge that Dyfed Powys police could face is recruitment of officers as the Dyfed Powys Geographical map covers areas of countryside which could mean less crime rates in comparison to bigger areas such as Swansea or Cardiff. The Dyfed Powys Police force covers over 1 million Hectares of countryside (Dyfed Powys Police, 2022). This strongly suggests that there is more countryside than can crime in the Dyfed Powys Police area, which may suggest less crime. 
[bookmark: _Toc97121492]Reducing crime
One challenge that all police forces in England and Wales will face is to reduce crime in their force area. There is no data to suggest that the number of police officers in the dyfed powys area are outnumbered by the amount of crimes being reported. In 2020/21 there was an estimate of just under 5.5 Million crimes reported in England and Wales (Statista, 2021). These statistics strongly suggest that there is a significant amount of crime being carried out in England and Wales. The increase of police officers in the streets could be a solution to reducing crime.   
[bookmark: _Toc97121493]Dyfed Powys
The Police and Crime Commissioner of Dyfed Powys Police has a crime plan which is published to cover through from 2021 to 2025. The plan aims to face challenges which need to be faced through an effective manner and cost effectively (Llywelyn, 2020). There are many challenges that Dyfed Powys Police have to face in the years following 2021. 
[bookmark: _Toc97121494]Conclusion
The research found shows that Financial Austerity has had a negative impact in different areas of policing. The method used by the UK government, taxes and National Insurance, has a positive impact on receiving the funding that they require to ensure that all public service organisations have the sufficient amount to ensure they have an effective service being provided to the public. The financial austerity had an impact on specific areas of crime in the UK. Although there was an increase of 1 million crimes in the UK between 2010/11 and 2018/19, the number of robberies was the type of crime which had the significant increase. Although there is no data to suggest that the increase of violent crimes was due to the austerity, the rise in cases during this time strongly suggests that this was due to the austerity. The austerity also had a negative impact on the number of police officers and the number of police stations, which meant that there was a closure of 600 police stations across the UK. The estimated budget that was calculated for dyfed powys police was a massive number. The austerity had a massive impact on the staffing in this police force. The reduction in police officers had a significant impact as it prevented the further employment of female officers and police officers from a non-white ethicity background. The increase in burglary, theft and violent crimes had a big impact on the force, which is suggested to be due to the shortage of police officers in the force. One challenge that the UK Government is going to face is the repayment of the debt they achieved during the Covid-19 pandemic. Data found suggests that recruitment of new police officers is not proven to be difficult, however this could be a problem for Dyfed Powys Police force due to the area they cover. The biggest challenge that all police forces in the UK will face is reducing crime. The recent crime rates are significantly high, therefore portrays that there is a problem in preventing it. 
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