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AIM(S) 
· To develop an understanding of cultural literacy through readings of elementary primers of late imperial China and to explore pre-modern Chinese primary education through the primer genre, including educational philosophy, curricular content, and skills. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 
· demonstrate knowledge of pre-modern Chinese educational philosophies underpinning the production of children’s educational textbooks; 
· analyse the content and structure of Chinese primers in terms of their educational value; 
· demonstrate skill in explicating readings of the Chinese primers;  
· understand the curricular concerns and educational methods employed in primary education during the Ming-Qing period. 
 
INDICATIVE CONTENT 
· Lectures on the primary sources of educational texts and discourse of late imperial China, including the Three Character Classic (San zi jing 三字經), the Thousand Character Essay (Qian zi wen 千字文), the Extended Collection of Adages (Zengguang xian wen 增廣賢文), and the Treasury of Elementary Learning (Youxue qionglin 幼學瓊林).  
· Tutorials on reading and explicating the primary sources according to traditional educational methods. 
· Seminars discussing the secondary literature and topics of current research in premodern Chinese primary educational texts.
Study Time Allocation 
 
The study time for the module is divided as follows: 
 
	Activity type 
	Hours 
	Percentage 

	Scheduled learning 
	48 
	24% 

	Independent learning 
	152 
	76% 

	Placement learning 
	 
	 

	TOTAL 
	200 
	100% 


 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment Component 1 

	☐ 
	Written exam 
	☐ 
	Coursework 
	☒ 
	Practical 


 
	Mode of assessment 
	Volume 
	Weighting 

	Oral presentation 
	15 minutes 
	50% 



Exemplar:
Discuss the educational value of primer texts for modern school curriculums. (Demonstrate the ability to engage with and present on the educational methods in foundational texts to a non-specialist audience.)
  
Assessment Component 2 

	☐ 
	Written exam 
	☒ 
	Coursework 
	☐ 
	Practical 


 
	Mode of assessment 
	Volume 
	Weighting 

	Essay  
	2000 words 
	50% 



Exemplar:
Discuss how one or more primer reflected the educational discourse of late imperial China. (Demonstrate the ability to critically analyse, evaluate and argue based on reason and evidence).

 Assessment Summary 
	Activity type 
	Percentage 

	Written exam 
	

	Coursework 
	50%

	Practical 
	50%

	TOTAL 
	100% 


 INDICATIVE READING LIST 
 
	Module Code 
	SIHE5004

	Module Title 
	Elementary Education in Late Imperial China II 

	Classification 
	Reading List entry 
	Electronic* 

	Essential 
	Wang Yinglin 王應麟. “San zi jing” 三字經 (Three character classic). In Sheng xue gen zhi gen 聖學根之根, edited by Yin Yuansheng 因緣生. Vol. 1. Beijing: Tuanjie chubanshe, 2016. 
	☒ 

	Essential 
	Giles, Herbert. Elementary Chinese 三字經 San Tzu Ching. Shanghai: Kelly and Walsh Ltd, 1900. 
	 ☒ 

	Essential 
	Zhou Xingsi 周興嗣. “Qian zi wen” 千字文 (Thousand character essay). In Sheng xue gen zhi gen 聖學根之根, edited by Yin Yuansheng 因緣生. Vol. 1. Beijing: Tuanjie chubanshe, 2016. 
	☒  

	Essential 
	Teaching translation of “Zengguang Xian Wen” 增廣賢文 (Extended wise words). In Sheng xue gen zhi gen 聖學根之根, edited by Yin Yuansheng 因緣生. Vol. 3. Beijing: Tuanjie chubanshe, 2016. 
	☒  

	Essential 
	Paar, Francis W., ed. Ch’ien Tzu Wen 千字文The Thousand Character Classic: A Chinese Primer. New York: Frederick Ungar Publishing Company, 1963. 
	 ☒ 

	Essential 
	Teaching translation of Cheng Dengji 程登吉 and Zou Shengmai 鄒聖脈. “Youxue xionglin” 幼學瓊林 (Treasury of elementary learning). In Sheng xue gen zhi gen 聖學根之根, edited by Yin Yuansheng 因緣生. Vol. 4. Beijing: Tuanjie chubanshe, 2016. 
	☒  

	Further 
	Hirsch Jr., Eric Donald. Cultural Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1987. 
	☐ 

	Further 
	Kelleher, Theresa. “Back to Basics: Chu Hsi’s Elementary Learning (Hsiao-hsueh).” In Neo-Confucian Education: The Formative Stage, edited by William Theodore de Bary and John W. Chaffee, 219-251. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1989. 
	☐ 

	Further 
	Bai, Limin. Shaping the Ideal Child: Children and Their Primers in Late Imperial China. Hong Kong: The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 2005. 
	☐ 

	Further 
	Chan, Wing-tsit. Instructions for Practical Living and Other Neo-Confucian Writings by Wang Yangming. New York: Columbia University Press, 1963 
	☐ 

	Further 
	Cheng Duanli 程端禮. “Dushu fen nian richeng” 讀書分年日程 (A yearly program of study at the Cheng family school). In Guoxue jiaoyu ji yao jiaofa juan 國學教育輯要教法卷, edited by Jun Yihao 君藝豪and Jiao Yuhua 焦玉華, 2-21. Vol 1. Beijing: Minzhu yu jianshe chubanshe, 2015. 
	☐ 


 







