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Bibliographical Resources (2)
Aims of the Seminar

· To reinforce and develop understanding of the kinds of printed bibliographical resource that exist – principally bibliographies, catalogues, and indexes – and the ability to make fine distinctions between them

· To refine understanding of the kinds of information that printed bibliographical resources contain and thereby to render more effective and directed the selection and consultation of such printed resources
· To increase awareness of the kinds of electronic bibliographical resource that are available
The aims of the seminar are to be achieved through the practical handling and use of bibliographical resources to illustrate fine distinctions between them and the information they provide, and by relating the discoveries thereby made to the broader knowledge, analysis and categorisation provided by this seminar document and by further reading.

1.

Exercise on Making Distinctions between Bibliographical Entries

This exercise should be undertaken in the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives (RBLA) Reading Room. 
a.
Catalogue and Census Entries
In the following two resources – a catalogue and a census – there exist comparable entries for commonplace books, as detailed below.
De Ricci, Symour, with the assistance of W.J. Wilson, Census of Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts in the United States and Canada, 3 vols, Vols. I, II (New York: Kraus Reprint Corporation, 1961), Vol. III  Indices (New York: H.W. Wilson Company, 1940; repr. Milwood, NY: Kraus Reprint Co.1977)
Warner, Sir George F. and Julius P. Gilson, British Museum Catalogue of Western Manuscripts in the Old Royal and King’s Collections, 4 vols (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1921), Vol. I  Royal Mss. 1 A.I to II E. XI, Vol. II  Royal Mss. 12 A.1 to 20 E.X and App. 1-89, Vol. III  Descriptions of the King’s Manuscripts and Indexes to both collections, Vol. IV  Plates
In the Catalogue, Volume I, page 227, there is an entry – 8B.xx – for the Commonplace Book of John Harpsfield. Compare this with the entry – 750.1 – in the Census, Volume I, page 342, which is for the Commonplace Book of Henry Oxinden.
What are the main similarities and differences between the entries in the catalogue and the census? What might this tell you about the purpose or function of these two forms of printed bibliographical resource? Is what distinguishes a census from a catalogue, the moderate degree of elaboration of bibliographical information? If so, what explanation does your selected census provide for what may have been thought appropriate in terms of bibliographical information? Make a note of any particular problems you encounter using the resources and/or understanding the form of entries, and begin a discussion about this using the discussion forum on the module page on Moodle.
b.
Indexes
Some examples of kinds of index that exist are as follows:

· Subject or author indexes such as those which relate to the holdings of a library or archive
· Indexes (other than author or subject indexes) to items that comprise specific collections in the holdings of a library or archive, e.g. First-Line Index of English Poetry, 1500-1800, in Manuscripts of the Bodleian Library Oxford, ed. by Margaret Crum, 2 vols (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1969)
· Indexes that do not list the items that comprise specific collections in the holdings of a library or archive, but which may provide information on where those items are held, e.g. Index of English Literary Manuscripts, Vol. 1, 1450-1625, 2 parts, compiled by Peter Beal (London: Mansell, 1980)
Other kinds of index also exist. The kind of information provided under a given entry/entries will vary. It is important to be aware of their function and to what they relate (a repository or collection, for example). It is also important to be aware of how they are limited. This may be by kind of literature, timespan, kind of publication, and so on. With subject, author, or first-line indexes to archive and library holdings, questions of inclusion and exclusion only occasionally arise, but where an index does not relate to the holdings of a particular library or archive, it may be important to be aware of the way in which the index determines its scope and resolves questions of what to include or exclude. For example, the scope of the Index of English Literary Manuscripts, while necessarily constrained by practical considerations of physical size and the temporal demands of scholarship, also responds and arguably contributes to the constitution of the canon of English literature.
c.
Concordances
A resource that is very much like an index is a concordance. Concordances to the works of a particular author allow a researcher to search those works in print using individual terms from the language of those works, thereby providing information on frequency of use and other stylistic and linguistic habits. Select and consult one or more concordances from the library catalogue. Concordances are often based on particular editions of the works of an author so in order that they can be used effectively they must be used with the edition to which they relate. In such cases it will be necessary therefore to identify and find the relevant edition in the library catalogue in order for you to make use of the concordance.
2.

Exercise on Electronic Bibliographical Resources
This exercise may be undertaken wherever there is access to the internet and to the University of Wales Trinity Saint David’s online library of electronic resources. In the alphabetical list of online resources, select Early English Books Online. (This is sometimes abbreviated to EEBO elsewhere.) Select the Search option and enter into the Subject Keyword field a term that is highly important in your proposed research. Consider the number and range of printed books in which the term appears as a subject. Make an attempt to summarise this range by using simple classification, for example, into literary and non-literary works, and sub-dividing these classes or categories so that literary works are divided into poetry and prose, poetry into each genre, and so on. Write a report on your findings and post this on the discussion forum on Moodle. You may wish to focus a part of your report on especially interesting or surprising works that your search discovered. 

Take the opportunity of this exercise to familiarise yourself with the various search functions. One, for example, requires you to input bibliographic numbers. These refer to the numbers given to issues and editions of early printed books by the following printed bibliographical resources:

A Short-title Catalogue of Books Printed in England, Scotland, & Ireland and of English Books Printed Abroad, 1475-1640, first compiled by A.W. Pollard & G.R. Redgrave, 2nd edn, revised & enlarged, begun by W.A. Jackson & F.S. Ferguson, completed by Katharine F. Pantzer, 3 vols (London: Bibliographical Society, 1976-91), Vol. 1 A-H (1986); Vol. 2 I-Z (1976); Vol. 3 A Printers’ & Publishers’ Index, other Indexes & Appendices, Cumulative Addenda & Corrigenda, by Katharine F. Pantzer with a Chronological Index by Philip R. Rider (1991)
Short-title Catalogue of Books Printed in England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and British America and of English Books Printed in other Countries, 1641-1700, compiled by Donald Wing of the Yale University Library, 2nd edn, revised and enlarged, 4 vols (New York: Modern Language Association of America, 1972-98), Vol. 1 A1-E2926 (1972); Vol. 2 E2927-O1000, rev. and ed. by Timothy J. Crist with the assistance of Janice M. Hansel, Phebe A. Kirkham, Jeri S. Smith, and others (1982); Vol. 3 P1-Z28, rev. and ed. by John J. Morrison and Carolyn W. Nelson, with the assistance of Matthew Seccombe, Mark E. English, and Harold E. Selesky (1988); Vol. 4 Index of Printers, Publishers, and Booksellers, Chronological Index of Non-London Publications, Headnotes Compiled by Carolyn W. Nelson and Matthew Seccombe (1998)
If you are not familiar with these bibliographical resources, then by all means consult the copies of them in on the shelves in the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives Reading Room. They are indispensable to research in English literature before 1700. Therefore they may be more or less directly useful to you depending on your proposed research.
The following is a short list of electronic resources and websites that you may wish to navigate to if you think they may be relevant to your research. This is of course a small sample of what can be found by diligently searching. An asterisk * designates that this electronic resource is subscribed to by UWTSD and is therefore best accessed from the Library webpage link to online resources.
Luminarium
This website provides digitised literary texts from the middle ages to the Restoration. It also contains the Luminarium Encyclopedia, which provides historical contexts for the people, places, and events featured in Luminarium.
Silva Rhetoricæ (The Forest of Rhetoric)

Provided by Dr. Gideon Burton of Brigham Young University, this is a guide to the terms of classical and Renaissance rhetoric.
Iter Bibliography *

It is a bibliography comprised of secondary source material pertaining to the Middle Ages and Renaissance.

Digital Scriptorium

This website is an image database of medieval and Renaissance manuscripts.

Renaissance Electronic Texts

This website provides a series of old-spelling modern editions of early individual copies of English Renaissance books and manuscripts published on the WWW.

Early Modern Literary Studies

This is a refereed open-access electronic journal carrying articles in the field of Renaissance or early modern studies.

Appositions

This is an electronic, international, peer-reviewed open-access journal containing articles on Renaissance/early modern studies.

Early Modern Hub

Formerly called Early Modern Resources, this is a gateway to free-to-access electronic resources relating to the Renaissance or early modern period.

Oxford Bibliographies *
This offers research guides across a variety of subject areas, including British and Irish Literature. It combines features of an annotated bibliography and a high-level encyclopedia, and directs researchers to scholarship across a wide variety of subjects.

Oxford Reference *

This provides Oxford University Press reference titles online.

Glossary of Poetic Terms from Bob’s Byway

Poetry Archive
This contains materials pertaining to the study of poetry, including historic recordings of poets reading their own poetry.
Humanities Source *
Resources such as full-text articles and books.

17th-18th Century Burney Collection Newspapers *
This online resource is the most comprehensive collection of early English newspapers, including titles from London, the British Isles, and the colonies, as well as newsbooks, Acts of Parliament, addresses, broadsides, pamphlets, and proclamations.
Migration to New Worlds *

This resource explores the movement of peoples from Great Britain, Ireland, mainland Europe and Asia to the New World and Australasia. Concentrating on the period from 1800 to 1924, it includes collections from 26 archives, libraries and museums, and brings together the movement and memories of millions across two centuries of mass migration.
Project Muse and JSTOR provide full-text journal articles (and books in the case of Project Muse).
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