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For completion by Marker 1:
Comments:
This is a good Commentary which would have benefited from further revision of the text and its layout, work on the conclusion, footnotes and a more advanced bibliography. The student has clearly read the most important secondary sources; however, with no footnotes, it is difficult to determinate if she has applied all the sources to the text.
The Commentary opens with a good introduction although I would have liked to learn  about the manuscript tradition. It was good to see parallels with other tales of Greek and Rome noted here. The main part of the Commentary concentrates on the character of the druid, and how the pagan/Christian element is represented. It is a good discussion, but without any footnotes to show that the student has truly read the sources for the arguments presented, It seems to be a more general discussion. Having said that, it is a concise and clear discussion of an important aspect of the text with good examples noted. The conclusion is again too general. I would have liked to see a conclusion arising from the interpretation of the textual examples.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is well written; however for the Essay I would recommend further work on sentence structure (some are very long). The main problem with this Commentary; however, is the lack of footnotes and the short bibliography. 
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The Voyage of Mael Duin’s Coracle is a monastic voyage tale that concerns the hero Maele Duin’s quest to avenge the death of his father. It has many parallels to older epic poetry and voyage texts such as Homer’s Odyssey and Virgil’s Aeneid and the Navigatio Sancti Brendani abbatis. However, as a monastic tale, the Irish Immram carries within it an often explicitly Christian message unlike the pagan voyage tales of Greece and Rome and instead shares many similarities with the slightly older text of the Navigatio including the 14 crew members and the fantastical islands. The Christian message could be read as a direct counterpoint to paganism or as a piece of entertainment that draws both from a Christian moral code and pagan Irish mythology. 	Comment by Alaw Mai: A slighly long sentence.	Comment by Alaw Mai: No footnotes.	Comment by Alaw Mai: Would have liked something about the mauscript tradition in the introduction.
The tale itself, although fantastical in nature, seems to take place within a Christian moral code. For example, one of the longest chapters within the text (33) includes a hermit who was a cleric but sinned in his pride and greed. I and it is his words that influence Mael Duin and his crew to give up their violent quest and instead make peace with the men who they had intended to kill. His  as he point is s out that as violent men, they too deserve to die. The hermit talks in great detail about his former pride and haughtiness and how it caused his downfall. The cardinal sins, although not explicitly named as such, seem to be woven into the story during various points. For example, upon visiting the 11th island, the crew find a white house which contains food, drink and many riches and treasures, and a single cat playing inside. The cat ignores them as they eat, drink and rest until a step brother of Mael Duin takes a necklace from the treasures and is burnt to ashes for his greed. Similarly, when visiting the 17th island (chapter 17 is also one of the longest) the crew meet a beautiful hostess and it is only after asking her to sleep with Mael Duin that she tells them she has never known sin (presumably lust). A and they awake in their boats with all trace of her and her delightful island gone. During this chapter the epithet rosy feet ist used to describe the hostess, such like the epithet lovely-ankled that is often used to describe goddesses in the epic poetry of Homer. Lastly, the other chapter of significant length (28) describes the crews longest period upon one island with a queen and her 17 beautiful daughters who displays wrath and cruel behaviour when Mael Duin tries to leave her. With this in mind, it could be argued that the voyage is a test from God and the various islands (of which there are 31 in total) include many trials and tests to pass.	Comment by Alaw Mai: A very long sentence.	Comment by Alaw Mai: Yes, good point, other examples?

Having said this, not all the islands that are visited include sorrow and hardship.  and iIn fact, many of them are delightful and wondrous and draw from existing Irish mythology and folklore of the otherworld and the fey to create a colourful, entertaining adventure. Although it has been argued that there are anti-pagan attitudes inherent within the text it, it could just as easily be argued that this is not the case. The only obviously pagan character in the story (encountered in the prologue), that is thee druid who tells Mael Duin when to set sail and how many crew members to bring with him, offers him advice when asked, and it is only by disobeying this advice that all three of Mael Duin’s stepbrothers are lost or killed during the voyage. As such, it could be said that if Mael Duin’s stepbrothers had heeded the advice of the druid they would be safe and alive in their homeland instead of dead or lost at sea. One of the stepbrothers is lost to the island of the wailing people (displaying the cardinal sin of sorrow) and becomes one of them whilst the other joins an island of laughing people. 

The text itself remains open to varying interpretation and it seems valid to conclude that had the druid been obeyed, the story voyage would not have been so arduous and they would have boarded the island of marauders with no problem. H, however,; Mael Duin would never have faced his many trials, met the cleric on the penultimate island and made peace with the men who killed his father. Instead it is likely he would have slain them as he had always intended to and become the violent man worthy of death as proclaimed by the cleric in chapter 33. Nevertheless, one of the nastiest individuals in the text is a man of the church community who mocks Mael Duin in the prologue for not avenging his father meaning this is not a simple text of pro-Christian, anti-Pagan propaganda. Mael Duin has been described by many scholars (Mackley, J.S. 2008) as a secular hero, however his men and he often thank and praise God for the wondrous things they see, most notably after the death of his first stepbrother at the hands of the guardian cat, and during the visit to the silver column when he proclaims the column and silver net must be the work of God. To modern readers, it may appear strange that his crew thanks God whilst also heeding the advice of a pagan druid. 	Comment by Alaw Mai: What about other scholars? A footnote here would have helped.	Comment by Alaw Mai: Is this your own view?

In conclusion, the Ireland in which this tale was compiled had been Christian for centuries but there is no reason to believe from this text that there is an inherently negative attitude towards the pagan past of Ireland, instead Irish mythology is used to delight and entertain the readers/audience with many islands containing delight and happiness. The text was compiled purely for entertainment, and although it uses the framework of a Christian moral code and the tale concludes with a strong message of peace and the glory of God, but there is no obvious warning against not living a holy Christian life. Mael Duin goes back to his homeland and presumably continued to be the amiable prince he was when he initially left for his journey. However, it cannot be denied that the longest (and as such arguably most significant) chapters are the ones that carry the strongest moral messages. So although, the tale is arguably a monastic one it is not as strict or pious as similar tales such as the Navagatio. 	Comment by Alaw Mai: ‘purely for entertainment’ is a strong statement.
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