


Introduction
The subject of this dissertation is to investigate and examine the methods which are currently being utilised by police forces in Wales and England, that are in order to reduce and prevent different types of drug-related crimes in both countries. Specifically, this research will compare and contrast the methods used by South Wales Police and the Metropolitan Police in London. The dissertation will analyse whether the methods used by both police forces do have an effect in preventing drug crimes in both territories, and to see which of the countries’ police forces have the most success in their prevention of the crimes.
Literature Review
Allen & Tunnicliffe (2021) state that during the year 2020-2021, there was approximately 210,000 drug-related criminal offences, recorded by the police, throughout England and Wales, which means that this figure is roughly a 19% increase than the recorded drug-related crimes committed during the year 2019-2020. They further state that drug-related deaths in England and Wales have also increased each year from 2011, where there was a recorded 2,652 drug-related deaths that year, up to the year 2020 with a recorded 4,561 deaths, which is an overall 72% increase. A recent example of this increase being a 4% rise in drug-related deaths in England and Wales in 2020 than the previous year 2019.    
Similarly, the Department for Health & Social Care (2022) states that there has been an increase in young teenagers taking illegal drugs in England & Wales, where in the year 2018 one in three 15-year olds admitted to taking drugs, compared to the year 2014 where it was one in four 15-year olds. In addition, they state that the United Kingdom is one of the main territories in Europe that is most affected by illegal drug usage.
Both of these sources suggest to the reader that illegal drug use is an increasing problem in England and Wales that should be a concern for both the members of the public and for the British government. The current prominence of drugs in England & Wales also makes this dissertation relevant, as it is focusing on a relevant problem in the country.
The rise of illegal drugs could also have an increase in other types of crime. For example, Murphy (2021) notes that although alcohol is more associated with violent crimes including assault, rape and domestic violence, drugs can also play apart in violent crimes, like how in the United States 2 out of 5 instances of rape against a young person are believed to have been committed while the attacker was under the influence of illegal drugs, and approximately 26% of victims of all types of violent crimes in the United States say that the perpetrator was under the influence of illegal substances at the time of the crime. In addition to a possible increase in violent crime as a result of drug use, Carpentier (2007) states that drug users can be more likely to commit other offences such as thievery, burglary, shoplifting and also working for drug dealers all in order to help fund their expensive drug habits, which might imply that illegal drugs can have a knock-on effect on society.
These two pieces of information could be useful for this dissertation because the researcher can use them to expand on the existing information. For example, the researcher could research whether South Wales Police and the Metropolitan Police have both considered the potential effect drugs could have on other types of crimes, when deciding and writing up their plans and strategies on preventing drug crimes in Wales and England, and can also look to see if the increase of drug usage has a correlation in an increase of violent and petty crimes in both countries.
Prairie View A&M University (2017) stated that the best methods in preventing drug usage are to understand how a drug addiction can develop by avoiding temptations & peer pressure by avoiding friends or environmental factors that might tempt you into taking drugs, as well as to seek help for any mental illness that might increase your risk into taking drugs. This information can be important for the dissertation research because the researcher could look into whether the South Wales Police and Metropolitan Police have taken these tips into account when combating drug crime, for example, do one or both forces use treatment or rehabilitation in their prevention methods, or do they focus more on punishing individuals who take or sell illegal drugs?
Aims and Objectives
Aims:
The primary aim of this dissertation is to investigate and analyse the different methods and strategies both the South Wales Police in South Wales and the Metropolitan Police in London have implemented and are currently utilising in order to prevent and reduce drug crimes in both territories, and to decide (based on all the gathered evidence) if their methods and strategies are useful and have an effect in reducing drug crimes, or if they do not have a significant difference to drug crimes in Wales and England. And finally to judge which of the two police forces are best at achieving their targets in preventing drug crimes.
Objectives:
1.) To find and establish what are the current strategies the South Wales Police and the Metropolitan Police have in order to prevent and reduce drug crimes.
2.) To research and discover as many drug-related crime statistics for Wales and England in order to discuss whether the statistics are reducing in one or both territories as a result of these strategies.
3.) To find out any gaps or shortcomings one or both strategies have in reducing or preventing drug crimes.
4.) To discuss ways in which both police forces can improve on their methods and strategies to reduce drug crimes in the future.
Research Methods
The research methods for the dissertation will include the use of Secondary Sources. Conttrell (2014) states that secondary sources involve the use of books and journal articles that have an expert’s findings, in-depth analysis and discussions around the subject area. This method of research was decided because of the wide availability of books, and journals that have previous research centred around the subject of drug usage in Wales and England that can be useful, particularly if the secondary source has been peer reviewed/assessed by professionals, which could add to the reliability of this research.
Another method of research that will be utilised is Secondary Data. Secondary Data is defined by Saunders, Lewis & Thornhill (2015) as pieces of data that had originally been collected by another individual or organisation. In the relation to this research, there is plenty of official Secondary Data statistics that are related to the topic of drug crime in Wales and England, many being from government websites including Office for National Statistics and the Department of Justice, which would therefore be most reliable for this dissertation, instead of the researcher gathering statistics themselves.
Another method of research that will be used is Qualitative Research, which is defined by Cottrell (2014) as research that usually uses methods including open-ended survey questions and interviews in order to gain detailed research information. This research is aiming to use an open-ended online survey questionnaires where members of the public can express their thoughts and opinions as to whether they think the police forces are doing a good job in preventing or reducing drug crimes in Wales and England. 
Data Collection
The dissertation will utilise the method of an online public questionnaire with open-ended questions. The survey will target any members of the public who are over 18 years of age, who live in either South Wales or England (preferably in London or near) about their thoughts and opinions on the effectiveness of the police forces methods and strategies in preventing drug crimes, both for Wales and England. The target response is a minimum of 70, as this can give a rough general idea on what the public’s opinion is on the subject matter, a lower response number might not be a general representation of the adult population.    
Ethical Considerations and Limitations
There may be some ethical considerations and limitations in regards to the online questionnaire. Firstly, the researcher will have to obtain consent, either from the university itself or by the supervisor before conducting the online questionnaire. In addition, the researcher will ask consent from each person choosing to undertake the survey in asking questions that might be private, and will also fully ensure confidentiality with each person, all within the line of the University’s policy on ethics. The researcher will also avoid sending the survey to anyone under the age of 18 to avoid issues with parental consent.
Planning and Resources
The researcher will access any required sources through the use of a PC, without any viruses that might disturb the research, to gain access to the world wide web, as well as gaining access to relevant books, journal articles or academic papers, all of which can be access through the University of Wales Trinity St. David’s libraries for students. The researcher will work on the project each day beginning in early July 2022, through to the submission date in late November 2022.  
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